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More Thrills for Nipper and Co. in Northestria I_ 
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CHAPTER 1. 

Cedric's Armada! 
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II-\.. T-IIO ! 1.,11c goo(l ol<l c111) 

tl1at cl1ec1~s ~'' Rai(l ~\.rel1ie 
G le11tl1<)r11P, of tl1c St. 1'.,ra11k's 
I~c. .. 1no,re. •· ~f11a11ks n1ost frigl1t­

i\il Iv", l'l1i111)s, old t]1i11g .... \I,,·a),.S 011 tir11c 
,,·i1 f~ tl1c 111ixt.11re, ,,,J1at ?'' 

·· I tliot1gl1t a ctlll of tea \,·011lcl be 1~c­

' 
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sitti11g llll \v itl1 alnc1"ity. '' Refr~~]1i11f; 
is11't tl1t1 wore], olcl lifc-sa,·er ! l\.111cllj" 
,,,.,1tcl1 tl1c )"011ng n1as tcr lower t 11c 1)1,icc­
lcss ftt1ff i11to tl1c allyss. '' 

... 1-11cl ~-\.rcl1ie, in a series of gratcf ltl si IJS, 
1Jroceellell to lower it. 

Ile ,,·as r~cli11i11g in a clcck-cl1air, a11cl, 
i 11 l1i~ O\\TJl terms, lie l1a<.l j ttst lJee11 in­
(l11lg·i11g in a sligl1 t close of t lie clrca111les~. 
It ,vas ratl1cr c111iet 011 t]1is p()rtio11 ()f 

f rt~ s J 1 i 11 g ~ sir," s a i (1 
l) 1 , i 1, 11 ~ - :.; 111 <> o t l 1 l j .. 

" G o o cl g :1 ,l ! 

tl1e promc11aclc <lPc·k. 
Nipper and Co. FIND trouble- Rittiii-g , ~111, ~\_rcliie 

• COltlll g·11111 })S{~ t 11 C 

I~ ,1 t J 1 c 1 · ! ' ' ~ a i ( I .: \ r c l 1 i •· ~ and nearly LOSE their heads! ,vatcr, a11tl tl1ere ,,-~1~ 

.. 
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a ge11eral ,,iew of tl1c co1111tryside. Tl1e 
Pioneer ,vas anchored ouly a mile out 
frorn t lie sl1orc. 

Lor<l Dorrimorc's super - s11bma.rinc, 
wl1icl1 ,vas f a.1 .. n1orc like a pri,rate yacl1t, 
,vas at rest off tl1c coa.st of Nortl1cstria. 
'l"l1crc l1atl been Jllcnty of excitement 
1~cceutly, b11t dttring tl1e 1>ast ho11r or so 
all had been quiet. 

As Arcl1ie \\'"as finishing his tea, Hand­
f ortl1 a11d Nil)l)er and Travers and t\\"O 
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or tl1rec otl1cr St. Frn11k's f cl lows strollecl 
along tl1c cleck. rl1 l1cy \\·ere looking cag(\r. 
ancl Handfortl1, for one, ,va.s talking ex­
citedly. 

'' 011, I say ['' l)rotested Arcl1ie. '' Da-sJ1 
it, dear old cl1appics ! Yo11 clon 't a bso• 
l11tcly n1ean to say t11a.t yo11're going to 
!lark yourscl,rcs on this bally s1)ot? I 
,vas rather tl1inking of incl11lging in a11-­
otl1cr 8poonftll of the old drramless. 
l(indly fa!.le away, laddies, anc.1 leave me 
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'''fl1c·rc'll l1e 110 }l(•~1ec for yolt, A1~c]1ie,'' 
sai<l llantlfo1-1.11 l,riskly. '' (1cdric's ·-fleet 
. t ,, 
JS C,\t ~• 

'' (ld ~1s {list Ul" bane es r1 n,1 l)otl1ers !', 
'' It looks like di1~ty ,,·ark t·o n1c., ~, saitl 

'J'1•avc1·s, wit11 rclisli. 
. '' Il11t the blight.<,r i~11't al1sol11tely 
goi11g to gi,re battle, is ]1e ?,., asked 
.. ~rc]tic, getti11g to his feet ,vit.l~ reluc­
ta11ce. ~, I say, ,vl1at 1·ot ! ll1gl1t-ho, 
1~l1ip1>s ! Herc's· tho (lnHl1cd c11p. A11otl1C'r 
,l,>se ,, ... oul,]11't be at n 11 off tlic 111aik. ,, 

·· I'll 1·efill your c1111, sir,'' srti<l llJ1ip11s. 
'' Stout f cllo,v !'' l>ca111c,l 1\rel1ie. '' 'I,be 

),.,11111g 1nastcr•s nc·r,Y(~s ate in 11ced of 
r(•storat ivcis. ,., 

'.1~110 ,·:l 1 cl g l idcd ~1 "'":t.Y, a11cl Arcl1ie, 
<lriftin"' to ilae 1-aail, stnrell <1cross the 
, .. ·3tc1·., 

0 
fixi11g J1is monocle fi1'1nly in his 

''J"e. 
It ,vas <.·crtainly a fact tliat a large 

1111n1lle1· of qucer-l90ki11g boats were set-
1 ing 011t frt)m t]1c Nortl1<'stria11 shore. 
t·.,nii11g into. sigl1t from a sl1elterc<l co~e. 

'' If Ce,lric is bent lll)On gi,ring battle, 
l~t<lflics, tl1cn all I can .sa)" is tl1at Cedric 
is J1eacling for ·a great deal of bothe1·,'' 
<lbse1"vcd Arcl1ie. '' But 11e1·ha11s the poor 
i1sl1 doesn't kno,v wl1a.t l1c's 1111 ngninst P'' 

'' Tl1a.t's . about tl10 size of it,'' said 
Ni p11cr. '' 1\.t n11y ratl', ,,~c',Te notl1i11g to 
,r()l'l'J a l1011t. '' 

T IIE St. F1"ank's f<~llows may not 
J1avc worried; b11t they ,,,.c1"e cer­
tainly tl1rillcd. 

'l1his trip was j11st one cxcite-
111c11t after another. Tue boys ,vere en­
joyi11g tl1emsclvcs J1ugcly aboard Lord 
J)o1"ri11101~cJs grent s11bmarine. So much 
ltilll I1appened recently that they }ind 
.:, lmost fo1 .. gottcn their thrilling t1 .. ip 
11nc_lcr tl1c Polar ice, and tl1eir llreathlcss 
:iourn<'y tl1ro11~l1 the underground tunnel 
into tli is A retie oasis. 

It wns really a pince of ,vonder. For., 
althoug11 it ,vas situate(l fa1~ ,vitl1in the 
.. \1~ctic Ci1·clc,· tJ1e air ,vas tc1n1Jcrate., a.nd 
,r<~ry 1n11cl1 like Englun,l 411ri11g sun1n1er. 

'f11c orisis was c11ormo11s-almost hnlf 
a.s big as England-n.nll it ,v.as encirc]ed 
fJy gia11t mountain 11caks, ,,.,.l1ich 1·aised 
t.l1cir st1mmits into t11c eternal mists. A 
g1·ca t 1na.ny of these 11caks "·ere acti vo 
v·olcnnoes, tJ1cir craters everlastingly 
IJoiling ,vit]1 "yl1itc-l1ot fire. '!'he reflec­
tion f ro111 tl1ese ·many fires, cast down 
into tl10 oasis by t11e mists thousan(ls of 
rcet above, 1Jrovidcd n false daylight. 

).:101~0 cxtraorclinary still, there were 
two distinct countries in this oasi~, se11ar­
:l-tcd by a great central lake; Got]1land 
nn tl1c one )1and, n.ncl t]1e bigger co11nt1·y1 

N Ol'tl1cstria, on t}1c othc~. 

.l\gcs ago. n lost tribe of the anciea~ 
Goths had found their way here,· and, 
Jnter, a great n11n1ber of 11eople of Anglo.· 
Saxon stock. }.,rom tl1cse l1a.d descentled 
tl1e br11tal Gotl1landers and tlie simple. 
llCa.ce-lovi11g Northestrians. 

'l~hc Nortl1estrians 11ad built tolv11s and 
cities. 'fl1ey had mnclc tl1e co1111try what 
it "·as. Owing to tl1ei1· total lack of 
intcrco11rso with' otl1er 11atious of tl1c 
worlll, tl1cy l1ad practically stood still 
througho11t t110 ccnt11rie~. 8oJ to all in-­
tents and 11l1rposcs, they "Tcrc still in the 
Middle Ages. In Nortl1estria, tl1ero were 
overlords ancl fc11<lal castles; tl1erc were 
R_erfs and barons. But by 110w tl1c sub-
1narino party had grow'n well acc11stomed 
to the novelty of t.l1eir sur1·ounclings. 

'fhe Northcstrians, by vi1'tl1e of their 
industry and dctermi11atio11, had tu1"ned 
tl1is 011cc-barrcn oasis into a land of fair 
1ncaclows and woods and agrict1ltura.l 
cha.rm. And now, beca11se of their brutal, 
nggressi,·c metl1ods1 tho Gothlanders had 
conquered their· former masters. 

For centuries t]1c Gothlanders had been 
I1cld in subjection; had been used as 
slaves. 'l'hcn, at last, the Gothlande1·s 
l1ad gained power. Under the cruel leader­
sl1ip of Cedric. they had fallen u1>on their 
more powerful neighbours,- and l1ad con-· 
qucred them. The peace-loving ~orth-. 
~strians, ruled by the you11J Princess 
Mercia, had been unp1~epareu for war. 
'fl1us Northestria was now overrun by 
the Gotl1land hordes, and the people were 
11ncler the tyrant's heel. 

Cedric the Cruel had proclaimed 11i1n­
sclf King of N orthestria, a,nd he. l1ad a 
st1·anglehold on the la11cl. But tl1ings were 
not going all his own \\?ay 110,v; f orJ 
since tl1e coming of Lord Dorrimo1·e's 
party, the GotJ1lanll tyra11ts l1ad met ,,·itli 
several reverses. 

D OWN bclo,v, i11 t.l1e Pio11cer's 
luxurious saloon, Nelson Lee a11d 
IA>rcl Dorrimorc., Sir Hobart Man­
ners and :i\Ir. Ali11gto11 ,vilkc·~ 

were J1olding a council of "·a1-. Etl1clbcrt 
tl1e l?ed was witl1 tl1en1, and Captain 
\Villiams., tl10 sl1 lJn1arine comn1a11clc1-, was 
an interested listener. 

'' \VellJ we co1no lJack to tl1e san1c 
point,'' saill Nelson J..Jee. '' We'1·e n t a 
clcadlock. Wl1ilc we hold Guntl1a al'1 a 
J1ostagc, Ccd1~ic dare 11ot take any hostile 
action n.gainst tho Northestrian IJOplt• 
-lace.'' 

'' B11t tl1at doesn't prevent ltS from 
carryi11g 011 the good ·,vo1'k, '' said I ... or<l 
1)orrirnorc. '' I sl1an't be satisfied until 
Ce<lric is <lriven ottt of No1'thestria alto~ · 
gether-110 an<.1 al I l1is llrccd. '' 
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'' 'Tis a dream, I fearJ good Dorrimore 
tl1e Brave," said Ethelbert, shaking his 
l1cad. 

'' Don't you believe it 1:!I replied Dorrie. 
'' Before we leave l1ere, wc,11 see that 
~l1ings arc put straight.'' 

Ethelbert the Red, an elderly., kindly 
man witl1 a big auburn beard, was tl1e 
ex-Regent of Northestria. Wl1en Cedric 
ha-d seized the throne, Etl1elbert had been 
banished to a fortress in Gothland-to­
gether witl1 Princess Mercia, and her 
brother, Prince Oswy. They had been 
resc11ed by the subi;na_rine party. 

''Nothing much has l1appencd yet,'' 
said Nelson Lee. '' When ,ve arrived wo 
f 01tnd that the prince and princess, and 
)"OU, Ethelbe1·t, ,vere to be burnt at the 
stake. \Ve saved you from tl1at dreadful 
fate-and as a reprisal, Cedric swore t.o 
b11r11 three hundred innocent N ~t.l1-
est.rians. ,, 

'' l'faitl1, a dastardly planJ'' said Etl1~l­
bcrt. 
· '' He would l1ave carried out his threat. 

too-for the people of N orthestria are on 
the }lOint of risingJ" saitl Lee. ''Tl1at 
move of Cedric's would have had a tre­
mendous moral effect tl1roughout tl1e 
country. But by capturing G11ntl1a, ,,·c 
have bound Cedric's hands.', 

G11ntl1a tl1e Crafty, the commandcr-in­
cl1ief of the king's armies, was one of the 
most po·¥lerful overlords of Gothland. 
Indeed, a great ma11y of Cedric's troops 
l1n.d been sup11lied by Guntl1a., wl10, in 
his own rig lit, was a sort of petty king. 

And Guntl1a was down below, securely 
locked in a cabin, with guards outsiclc. 
He was a prisoner of war, and he ,vas 
being held as a hostage. 

The conf crence was intcrr11pted by tl1e 
arrival of Mr. Moreley, one of the s11b­
mnrinc's officers. 

'' I tl1ink you gentlemen l1ad better 
come on cl~ck," lie saicl. '' Tl1erc's a big 
fleet of galleys setting out from Dun­
sta11c, and they're coming in our dircc• 
tion.'' 

rrl1e young officer was grinning., fully 
1·calising tl1e absurd nature of t11c sit11a­
tion. He knew tl1at Cedric's galleys were 
no matcl1 for t]1e war-equipJ>ed Pioneer. 
For tl1c s11bmarine carried guns whicl1 
co11ld blow those galleys out of t11c 
water; macl1inc-guns wl1ich could rake 
them with deadly fire. 

'' We'd better go up and see," said 
N ~ Ison Lee, rising. 

They went on deck. The galleys, pie• 
tureequc a,id impressi,•e, were now sweep­
ing out from tl1e shore in a majestic, 
crescent f ormation1 and there seemed 

little do11bt that t.hey were ad,yancing 
towards t.l1c anc11ored submarine. 

'' But what's t11e big idea !J" asked Lorcl 
Dorrimorc, in wonder. '' B:v tl1e Lord • 
Harry ! This tyrant doesn't expect to 
def eat us 011 tl1e water, does lie?" 

'' Perhaps lie thinks tl1e very strengt11 
of l1is fleet will impress UR.,'' smiled Sir 
Hobart. · 

~'' But, man alive, tl1esc galleys wouldn't 
last t~·o minutes if we 011cc started po11• 
11ing at them in earnest,'' said Dorrie. 

'' Yo11 must11't forget that Cedric is cun-
11ing,'' said Lee tl1oughtfltlly. ''lic un­
do11btedly intends an nttack-ancl it n1ay 
not be so foolish as it looks.'' 

'' Bttt we co11lcl blow those galleys to 
smithereens ! '' 

'' I know we co11ld, Dor1·ie-and blo,v 
1111ndreds of innocent Northestrians to 
smithereens., too,'' retorted Lee. 

'' Gad ! I'd forgotten tl1at ! ~' 
'' But Cedric hasn't," continuccl Lee. 

'' Cl1ained to t11e oars of tl1ose galleys are 
hundreds of helpless yo11ng Nortl1cstrin11s 
-tl1c stalwarts ,vho ,vero formerly tl10 
flower of Princess Mercia's army. Cedric 
made them his galley sla,~~s. If we fire 
upon those sl1ips, ,vc kill friends as well 
n.s enemies. Ancl Cedric, in 11is c11nning, 
\\"as certain tl1at ,,·c wo11lcl not commit 
tl1at slaughter.'~ • 

''"".,ell., l1ang it., it's easy ~nougl1 for tts 
to up a11cl1or a11d sl1eer ofl";" said tl1c mil­
lionaire peer. '' Ceclric knows perfectl)" 
\\'"ell tl1at tl1e Pioneer is ca11ablc of great 
s11eed-J1e's sec11 us n1oving about the 
lake. Docs lie ex11ect 11s to wait here 
until his fleet gat11ers round r" 

'' I tl1ink lie does.'' 
'' Tl1cn lie m11st be n fool ns well as a 

tyrant.,, 
'' Not s11ch a fool, Dorrie,'' repliell 

Nelson Lee. '' It is merely anotlicr 
example of l1is craftincss-l1is cunning. 
Don't forget tl1at ]111ndrcds of Nortl1• 
(~strian eyes ,vill be ,vatching tl1is en­
counter-to say notl1ing of the Nortl1-
cstrian galley slaves. What effect wo11ld 
it ha,1e on tl1c 11eoplc if we t11rne(l tail 
and fled? Don't yott sec? Tl1c North­
cstrians \\·ould ass11mc that we were 
afraid-that ·we \\"cr·e scnred by Cedric's 
might. He is relyi11g 11pon 011r joining 
in this battle-and lie is rclyi11g, too, 
upon l1is superior n_umbcrs to o,·crwhelm 
us. We could easily di,yc, a11d tl1us get 
out tlf his way~but that would be almost 
the same thing. We sl1ould be avoiding 
the encounter.'' 

'' I'm not sure tl1at he even kno?ls that 
tl1is ship can dive,'' put in Mr. WilkC's, 
~'"ith a smile. '' I don't think these Goth-



6 Topping Book-lengt.h Footer Yarn: '' WIDE AWAKE l'OR WEMBLEY!'' 

landers qt1itc t"calisc tl1c ".;ondc1--s of the 
Pioneer yet.'J 

·' That's t1'ue,'' said Lee thoughtfully. 
.:, .A.nd it may come in useful to us, too. 
A good point~ Mr. ,vilkes. Not tl1at it 
really makes any difference. Ot1r only 
course is to remain on tl1e surface, to 
J1old ottr gro11nd-or, ra.ti1e1·, \\"'ater-and 
to acce1).t this cl1allcngc of battle.'' 

CHAPTER 2. 
The Ruse I 

T .HERE ,vas no doubt tl1at Nelson 
· Lee's convictions \\~ere justified. 

Cedric the Cruel 1\-as relying 
upo11 _the '' Dcli,"e1·ers'' to hold 

tl1eir position, aud to accept the battle. 
.4-nd Cedric ,vas hoping, too, that hie 
o,·erwhclmingly superior numbers would 
prevail. CertainlyJ if tl1e submarine fled, 
Ccd19ic would broadcast it throughout 
tl10 length and breadth of N orthestria 
tl1at tl1ese people were afraid of him. 

The N orthcstrians regarded '' Lee the 
Lionhca1,;t'' and '' Dorrimore the Brave'' 
and all the others as gods, capable of 
11e1~f orming miraclc·s. If they turned out 
to be but ordinary men, fleeing in the 
face of superior numbers, the moral effect 
upon the downtrodden populace would be 
disastrous. 

And it was highly important that the 
N orthestrians should maintain their 
morale. If only a general rising could 
be precipitated, Cedric and his hordes 
would be swept out of the country. 

TI1e great fleet. of galleys swept on, and 
N clson Lee and Dorrie, giving quiet 
orders, saw that the Pioneer's machine­
g11n'3 ,vc1~c got ready. Men wer~ stationed 
at tl1em. 

'' ,ve•11 show "'cm sometl1ing !'' said 
Handforth, as J1e stood watching with the 
other boys. •• By George ! They must be 
mad to advance on us like this ! 'rhcy'll 
never g-et really near-our machine-guns 
'ft"'ill wipe 'em out ! '' 

"' And what of the galley slaves, poor 
cl1aps ?,, asked Church. . · 

'' Tl1at•s just where Cedric has made a 
bloomer,'' replied Handforth. ''Our 
machine--guns can pepper tho Gothland 
soldic19s without toucl1ing the slaves. 
Those men at the oars are low down, 
practically out of reach. and the soldiers, 
if they're going to attempt to board us, 
will have to crowd on the upper wo1 .. ks. 
'l'l1e1 won't stand an earthly!'' 

Nipper l'las frowning. 
•• Tlie1'e•s something rummy about it, to 

my mind,'' he said. ~• Cedric isn't such ~-- . -

a dull fool as tl1at. He knows we',·e g·ot 
wca1JOns that he can't hope to equal.''. _ ~. 

' ' 'l,hen ,vl1at's the idea of sending this·. 
fleet on us? I believe there's something ,·_ 
bcl1ind ·it-some dodge. Anyho,v, ~c'l~ 
soon know.', 

Althougl1 cve1 .. ybody aboard the sub­
marine was confident, a general excite.; 
ment prevailed. Nelson Lee was clearly 
of the opinion that there could be no 
danger, for lie had not suggested tl1at 
tho boys should go below. He even 
allowed Irene Manners and Doris Berke­
ley and all the other Moor View girls , 
there we1-e ten of them ""it~ the party-~o 
stay on deck. 

,:v11ile yet a good distance away, the 
fleet cl1ecked. rl'he great sweeps,, each _ 
manned by several slaves, ceased to oper- · 
ate. But one small galley continued to 
ad1-ancc, and now it was seen that this 
vessel was running up a wl1ite flag. ~ 

'' So they want to parley, clo they?'' said·· 
Dorrie. '' Better be on tl1e look 011t for· 
treachery, Lee, old man.'' 

'' I'm on the look out for it all the: 
time,'' -replied Nelson Lee. '' And I be-:· 
licve there is some treachery afoot,­
Dorrie. This whole affair looks fishy to 
me.'' 

'' Samo here~'' agreed his lordship. '' It's 
too good to be true. We can capture this 
whole fleet with ease and, somehow, I 
don't think Cedric wants us to do that.''-

The small galley came on, and it could 
now be seen that it contained only a 
group of Gothland officers in addition to 
the galley slaves. It swept on majestic­
ally, and at a word of command from 
one of the officers the slaves raised their 
oars, and the galley drifted. She was no,~ 
scarcelr more than twenty yards away, 
and al eyes were upon her. 

'' In the ·name of his Majesty, Cedric, 
King of Gothland an~ Nor~hestria,'' 
shouted the spokesma~ 1mpress1vely, '' I 
bring ye, strangersJ a message of peace.'' 

The officers were fine-looking men in 
their chainmail and helmets and full war 
regalia. They looked like true knights 
of old. Most of them were bearded, and 
they all bore the stamp of the Gotl1land 
racc-coarseJ big, brutal-looking men. 

'' What is your message from Cedric P .. '~ 
asked Nelson Lee. . 

'' Hi~ Majesty desires ye to deliver the 
person of my lord Guntl1a into ou~ keep­
ing ,'" replied the office1·. '' We come to 
take my lord Guntha.'J 

'' And if we deliver him up?'' 
'' Then wilt this po"crful Gothland 

fleet retire,'' replied the officer. with a 
sweep of ~is hand. ~' 'ris not hj■ 
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Majesty's desire to force 10 into ·battle; 
but sho11ld ye resist his wishes, then will 
the fleet sweep upon your vessel and over­
whelm it. 1

' 

' ' Says yo11 ! '' murmure(l Dorrimore. 
'' Go back to yo11r king, and tell l1im 

t.l1at we shall not dcli,~er Guntha,'' called 
Nelson Lee. '' We will keep Guntl1a 
aboard this vessel n.s a hostage; and let 
Cedric be war11cd tl!at if there is any 
brutal violence in Northcst1·ia, Guntl1a 
will be put to dcatl1. Cedric will tl111s 
know tl1at lie is responsible for G11ntha's 
safety.'1 

TJ1e Gothlandcr officer stiffened. 
'' Thou art a bold man, Lee tl1e Lion­

heart ! '' he said angrily. '' Thou art a 
ra.sh man ! By this refusal, thou hast en­
forced tl1c battle!'' 

'' Let tl1e battle proceed,'' said Lee 
coolly. ''We are ready for you, my 
friend. Be it upon Cedric's own l1ead if 
disaster befalls his 
fleet.'' 

'' Ay, and by your 
action in using vio­
l c n c e 11 p o n his 
Majesty's Beet, so 
shall ye kill hundrc_ds 
of the young men of 
Nortl1estria !'' mocked 
the Gotl1lander officer. 
'' How will Ethelbert 
tJ1c Red and Princess 
Mcrcia tl1ank ye for 
suel1 a massacre?'' 

galleys would half st1rrot1nd tl1c Pioneer) 
sweeping ttpon her in a semicircle. 

'' Asking for trouble tl1at's what 
tl1cy'rc doing 1 '' said Dorrie gruffly. 

'' It won't be a battle at all if we fire 
upon them," said Mr. Wilkes, witl1 sonic 
uneasiness. '' I don't like tl1e look of it 
at all. It'll be notl1ing short of _a mas­
sacre.1' 

'' Well, it's their own doing-we dicln't 
want tl1em to attack,'' replied his lord­
sl1ip. 

Nelson Lee was mo,Ting amongst the 
boys. 

''Now, you cl1aps, don't call me a s11oil­
sport, '' said the scl1oolmaster dctf\ctive, 
'' but I want you all to go below.'' 

'' Oh., cheese it, sir !'' 
'' Have a heart, sir!'' 
'' We shan't come to any harm up 

here!,, 
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that Lee's judgment had been sound. 
Cedric was relying upon the submarine 
party not to resist-lest tl1e N orthestrian 
slaves should be involved in the deatl1-roll. 

''You have our answer-and we have no 
more to say,'' called Lee. 

'' By St. Attalus ! Then this rashness 
is final?'' asked the officer l1aught.ily. 

'' It is final !" 
The galley, under some sl1arp commands 

from the officer, veered off. Tl1c slaves 
dipped their great sweeps in the waters 
~f the lake, and tl1e parley was over. 

Yet it was hardly credible tl1at Cedric 
could really ha,·e a11ticipated tl1at 
Guntha would be so tamely I1andcd over. 
More tl1an C\"Cr, Lee suspected that tl1c~1·c 
was some treachery behincl al_l this-some 
ruse. 

The galley ret11rned to the main ficr-t, 
and then after a brief wait, in w]licl1 
many signals were exchanged, tl1c "=-]1olc 
fleet advanced once more. 

It came on in perfect formatio11, so tl1at 
w11cn the moment of attack arrived t l1c 

'' But they're not witl1in range yC't, 
sir ! ,, protested Handf ortl1. · 

., Thnt's wl1y I ,va11t you to go bclo,\~ 
now,'' replied Lee. '' Everybody else is 
goi11g-cxccpt Lord Dor1"imorc, Mr. 
\VilkCB, Sir Hobart, myself, n11d ·some of 
these officers. 'l'hc less we l1nve on deck, 
the better. Now, be good sports, and do 
wl1at. I want.'' · 

Appealed to in tl1at way, tl1c boys coul(l 
not refuse. Tl1cy felt, l1owcvcr, tl1at tl1cy 
were bcin~ done out. of tl1e best part of tl1c 
fun. Their only consolatio11 was tliat some 
of tl1e upper cabins had tiny port-J1ole8 
v,l1ich were just above the level of t]1e 
\Vater; and through tl1<¾Sc tl1c boys wou lei 
be nble to \\·atcl1. . 

,vitl1 th~ decks almost clenred, Lee 
n1acle his final arrangements. There wcr,~ 
several macJ1inc-guns ready for instant 
action, witl1 men bchincl tl1c-1n. The guns 
were trained upon the 011comi11g galleys. 

'' If tl1ey really do mean business, 
Dorrie, we sl1nll 11ave to gi,·c them a tnstC' 
of lead. 1

' said Lee. ''It may be tl1at tl1r~ ... 
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a1·e arrogant enough to believe that they 
t~an really swamp us by sl1ec1· \\Tcigl1t of 
numbers. You see how the galleys ai-e 
increasing their speed now-tliey'rc 
s,vee1ling . cJown .· ~ith a, 1~ush. I. shou~d 
tl1ink !)De ~urst ()f ~achinc-gun fi,:e ,v1Jl 
be enougl1.'' _ 

'' They!ll be oom11Ietcly disorganised,'' 
no-recd his lordship. '' I canJt see, even 
n~w ~ Hallo! Wpat's .\\?rong? ,vhy 
are you sta·1,ing so ;hard?'' 

'' By James!'' ejaculated Nelson Lee, _ a 
aleam comin"' into hi8 ey~a. '' l 1 m begi11-
;ina to und~1-stand now, Dorrie ! 'fhis 
~yr:nt of No1·thestria should be called 
Cedric the Cunning !1

" 

•• Wl1at have you spotted, old man?'' 
asked Dorrie eagerly. 

'' Look ! Don't you see t'' asked Lee, 
pointing. '' TJ1erc are 11umbcrs of men on 
the upper\\,.orks of all tl1ese gallc:)"S­
accurate ·ma1·ks for our b11llcts.'' 

'' I,ve spotted 'em,'' agreed Dor1·ic. 
'' That's \\Thy I thought tl1e ,•;~olc game so 
mad.'' 

'' But look again,'' insisted Nelson Lee. 
'' 'fhose men on the u1>perworks, so fully 
c~}lOscd, arc not Got]1landers at all.'J 

• , Eh?'' 
.. '' They're not even soldiers,'' continued 
Lee. '' Tl1c cunning of it, Dorrie! '1,110 
treachery ! 'Ihosc men a.re N orthcstria11 
lleasants. '' 

",vhat !'' 
... "An<J tl1cy'rc bound ancl helplessJ too,,, 
11urs11c<l tl1e detective. '' Now can yoll 
spot Cedric's game P ~ot only arc the 
galley sla,·cs Northcstr1ans.. but these 
harmless llcasa.11ts l1ave been t]1r11st to the 
fore-whilst tl1c Gothland soldiers skulk 
behind. Any attem11t on our part to resist 
tl1is attack must i11evitably mean the 
inassncrc of 11 undrcds of harmless 
Northcstrian civilians." 

'' The scou11drel !'' roa·rrcl Lo1·d Dorri­
more. '' The11 we1 re helpless ! ,v e can't 
tire a single shot!" 

'' W ~ can, b11t it'll be 11ard luck on 
tl1os~ 11oor '\\"retcl1es;" said Lee,. frowning. 
'' It's a 1·use, Dorrie so tl1at these galleys 
can sweep right u1Jo11 11s unscathccl. So 
tl1at they ca11 come alongside, and allow 
tl1c soldiers to floocl a board 11s.'' 

'' ... \nd take it by sl1eer "'·eigl1t of 
11l1m hers, cl1 ?·"' saicl Dorrin1orc. '' W cllJ 
let 'cm conic! '\\,,.l1at do ,ve care? If it's 
a case of l1and-to-l1nn(l :figl1ting--'' 

'' 011, 110, Dorrie,'' saicl Lee coolly. 
'' 'f11erc'Il be 110 hnnd-to-l1and fighting. 
'I'J1erc's no cnrtl1ly 1·ct1so11 w l1y lie shoulcl 
t~1kc ~ucl1 111111ecessary risks. I ha~c a11 

itlca tl1at ,ve can tur11 the tables ,rery 
s,,·cctly on Ccd1,.ic. This rt1sc of l1is is 

clever, but he has O'\-.. er-rcac11ed himself. ,v e'll t-each him a little le$8on. '' 
' 1 But I don't ___ ,, 
'' Let them come !'' said Lee contentedly. 

'' ~y dear fellow, Cedric is playi~g righ~ 
into our hands ! But I'll tell you what, 
he added. ·,, It wouldn't be a ba.d idea for 
us to appear panic-stricken-scared. Let's 
clash about a bit-,· and. give ev~1wy sign of 
being thoroughly frightened.,, 

'' What on earth--1
' 

But Nelson Lee l1ad dashed off, and, 
afte·r a few hurried words to Sir Hobart 
Manners and _ Mr. Wilkes and the 
1nacl1inc-gun officers1 ·he commenced tho 
little comedy. 

He and the others· ran about, shouting 
wildly, }lointing to the galleys_ Then, 
witl1 one accord, eve1·ybody ran helter­
skelter down the decks and fled into the 
interior of the ship. 

And the Gothland :Beet, ll"ith a final 
burst. came sweeping tri11m1Jhantly upon 
the now dcscl'tcd · Pioneer. 

• 

CHAPTER 3 • 

The Defeat of Cedric I 

T HE soldiers of Gothland, yelling 
with excitement and triumph, lca1)t 
from behind their l1uman cover. 
},or it was now seen that Nelson 

Lee and his companions had fled into tl1c 
strange vessel. The decks were left 
deserted-free for the Gothlandcrs to 
sweep aboard. The Pioneer was theirs. 

'' By my ·bones !,, t'oared one of the 
officers exultantly. '' 'rl1ey fly befo1·e us, 
me11 ! This craft is ours for the taking!'~ 

'' Ay, we will catch them like rats in a 
trap !'' sl1outed one of the otl1ers. '' Didst 
sec ho,v the dogs scuttled below? l'fait]1, 
tl1ey are not such valiants, these 
strangers !'' _ 

The galleys ,vere bumping alongside the 
I 1ioneer no,v, and as ,·essel afte1· vessel 
came 11p, tl1cy disgorged the soldiers. 
Armed with swords and axes., Cedric•s 
picked men s,varmed over the Pionee1·'s 
decks like a l1orde of savages. 

Tl1ey l1ad been ordered, evidently, to 
r1ish upon the submarine, ancl to over­
,vhclm lier. Soon the last galley had 
en11Jtied its consig11ment of soldier~; and 
now tl1c 11romcnadc deck of tl10 Pioneer, 
and every open space fore ancl aft, was 
filled ,vitl1 the sl1outing, exulta11t Goth­
lnndera. They over-ran the sl1ip from 
st.cm to stern. -

'' 'Tis ours! We l1ave conq11crcd !'' ,~cnt 
11p the shout. 
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The submarine was sur• 
rounded b y Gothland 
g a 11 e y s, and soldiers 
poured on to her deck, 

.________._-----=.:::...---------~---~~ 

Below, N clson Lee ""a.s the coolest 
person aboard. E,rerybody else \\:as feel­
ing bewildered-and perhaps a little un­
easy. 'flic boys \\"Crc fra11kly excited. 

'' I'm jiggert1d if I can understand it!'' 
gasped Hanufortl1. '' Listen ! All that 
thundering noise is caused by tl1e Gotl1-
land soldiers run11ing U}l and do""n the 
decks ! Tl1cy',,e co1ne aboard in their 
hun(lreds !" 

., But-bttt I tl1ougl1t tl1cre ,,·as going to 
be a scra1l?'' aske<l Trav·crs inilclly. ''I 
v,onucr '\\·l1 v l\Ir. Lee l1as let tl1cm board ., 
11s like tl1is?" 

'' Ho\'v coul{l lie l1elp it?'' saill Cl1urcl1 
excitedly. "Dicln't you sec a 11 tl1osc 
N ortl1estrian }lcasa11ts 011 the galleys? 
Our cl1a1)s <larcu't fire-for fear of killing 
tl1en1 ~'' 

.,, 

' ' Bt1t ""'c could 11n,·e sl1cC'red off, co11ldn't 
v;-c ?" dcma11(iell II~1ntlfortl1. '' ,~.rl1at tl1e 
dicke1ts ,.,·as the iclca of \\~aiti11g l1crc--'' 

"l\·ly dear asses, \\rl1y all tl1is con1mo­
tion ?'' interrui)tccl Ni1>pcr. ''rf11c guv'nor 
k110,rs ,\·liat ltc is tloi11g-a11(l you can bet 
yot1r life tl1at it's so1netl1ing brainy. You 
seem to l1a.,·c for gotten that tl1is isn't an 
orcli11ary sl1i f).,. 

''Eli?" · 
'' S 11 c • ti a, ~ 11 L mar inc,'' cont i 1111 c d Ni}) l) c r. 

., ller clccks arc of steel-her <loors arc of 
steel. '111crc~'s not a cabin \\~inc.lo,v \\'itl1i11 
reach fron1 tl1c (lcck~-a11d tl1at mca11s tl111t 
t]1p1·c's not tl!c ti11iPst s11ot \\"l1cre any of 
these Gothland soldiers can fincl entry. 

-
Tl1cy'rc aboard all right-tl1cy'rc swarm-­
ing all over tl1e decks-but tl1at's as far 
as they'll get.'' 

"G-ood gad! '' m11rmurcd .:\rcl1ic. 
'' Tl1at 's absol11tcly 1·ight, • dear old 
fellows !JJ 

'' Of course it's rigl1t,'' gri11ned N iJ>per. 
'' The enemy doesn't rcaliHe it yct-b\1t tl1c 
enciny soo11 will ! It's a )10110,v sort of 
,,ictory, at the best. Cedric's men are 
crowdi11g O\"er the submarine like ,\ petit 
of ants1 but they'll never get inside!'' 

Tl1e Gothla.nd sol(licrs were beginning 
to find tl1i8 out for tl1emselves. 

Tl1c men "~ith tl1c axes \\"ere wielding 
tl1em· \\l'it]1 grim determination-only to 
fin<l that t11c tloors, w lticl1 looked so 
fragile, r~sistcd all tl1eir efforts. 

Tl1c Gotl1la11tl 8oldiers ,vcrc llll against 
somctl1ing tl1cy l1ad 11cver seen before. 
'l,J1eir axes were blunted against reinforced 
stce 1 ; tl1c l1~1fts splintered ! 

Dot\·n belo,v. in tl1c bocly of tl1c ,·cssc l, 
Nelson Lee l1acl given so1nc ordcrs-ar1cl 
when lie l1ear,I tl1em Lord l)orrimorc broke 
i11to a yell of laltgl1tC'r. 

",v11at a dense blockl1cad I an1 !" lie 
gurglecl. '' I nc,Ter tl1ougl1t of it, I~ec ! 
)~et it.'s an absolute brc:1in,Yave ! Bra,~o, 
ol<l mau ! '' . 

'' It's quite ain11llc, l)orric,'' sn1ilctl 
N t·lso11 Lee. "Don't yo11 tl1i11l{ we'll sec11rc 
a great ,·ictory-,lr1<l u bloocllcss one?" 

,~ Olll n1an, yo11 011gl1t to be tll'coratcd for 
tliis !'' declared Dorrie l1np1)ily, 
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O N llcck tl1e shouts of exultation were 
grol\,.ing less. Cedric's officers 
were becoming angry a11d i111-

paticn t. It had been one thing to 
board this· vessel-it was quite anothei1· to 
force a way into her interior! And "·hat 
was the good of getting on l1e1~ deck unless 
they could smash a way in, and put all 
tl1eir victims to the death? 

The PiOneer. lying so placidly hitherto, 
now showed 110 signs of movement. The 
officer in charge of the operations was the 
first to notice it, and he stared with 
frigl1tencd eyes. · 

'' By the soul of Sarus !'' he gasped. 
'' \Vhnt is this I see P Tl1e water cometJ1 
ove1" tho very decks ! Bi1ck, :you fools ! 
Let me sec ! Am I mall?" 

Many of the others tl1011gl1t they were 
mad, too. For, 11nder tl1eir ,re1~y feet, tl1cJ 
shi11 ,vas sinking ! Slo,vly at first, b11t 
now ,1litl1 alarming s1>ced., sl1e was 
settling clown into tl1e lake, and the ,vater 
\\'as already swirling and su1·ging over tl1c 
decks., catching tl1e Gotl1lnnll soldiers by 
the ankles, risi11g speedily to their knees. 

Confusion reigned s11p1·en1e. ,vithin 
anotl,er f cw seconds the men ,vcre 
plunging about n1adly. 

· "'l1he vessel is sinking ! '' went ltp the 
sl1out. '' A ,vay ! Back to tl1c galleys !'' 

'l'l1e frightened soldiers we1·e fighting 
amongst tl1emsel,1 cs, struggling, }lttncl1-
ing, clawing. '!,here were so many of them 
tl1at they got into one a11otl1er's way. To 
increase their pa11ic, tl1e Pioneer now 
settled do,vn ra1litlly. ,vitl1 a terrific in .. 
rusl1 of water,· sl1c l)lungecl. The lake 
closed in over her, a11d tl1e Goth land 
solclicrs were S\\Te1Jt off her decks into the 
water. 

It was a deva.stati11g su1 .. prise. 
Nelson Lee, by em11Ioying tl1is r11se, had 

undoubtedly delivered a 1naster stroke. 
The Gothland solcliers J1ad been enticed 
aboard tl1c submarine, and then they had 
been dragged dol\"D into t-hc waters of the 
lake· witl1 her. 

Lee had me1·ely taken nclvant.age of the 
pcc11liar circumstances. The enemy had 
failed to realise the peculiar q1talifications 
of t.I1e Pioneer; tl1ey knc,v that she was an 
extraordinary vessel, but her di,1 ing­
qunlitics ,vere an 1mkno,,~n quantity to 
them. A vessel tl1at co11ld safely desce11d 
bencatl1 tl1e ""atcr was, to t11ese people, 
a miracle. 

But neither Nelson Lee nor Lord Dorri­
n1orc desired tl1e wl1olcsnlc dcnth of tl1esc 
Gothlanders. And deatl1 ,,~ould certainly 
11avc been their fate had they been 
allowed to struggle in tl1c ,vnter for long. 
The soldiers were ,vearing chainmail and 

I 

l1ca,,,.y im1>ccli1ne11ta even t11c men ,vl10 
col1lcl s~Tim ,vo11ld soon 11a ve become ~x-
11 .. 1 ltsted-a.nd tl1ere was no hel11 f ortl1-
comi11g f1·om tl1e galleys b~cause they hatl 
<lrif ted some distance from the scene. 

Nelson Lee tliereforc brought the sub­
marine to tl1c surf ace almost as soon as 
sl1e had st1 bmcrged. Sl1e was not under 
for mo1 .. e tl1an a few seconds, but during 
that time every soldier had been dung into 
.the water. 

The Pioneer came u11 again, the doors 
were flung opc11, and men swarmed out on 
the decks. '1,here "1'011ld be no fig.ht 110w; 

the Gothlanders ,vcre a sorry lot, ,vitl~out 
an ounec of battle left in tl1em. 

''Haul 'em aboard, men!'' shouted Lee· 
briskly. '' Take tl1cir s\\rords a,vay if tl1ey 
still l1ave tl1em." • ~ 

"Mercy !'' gas1Jcd one of tl1c Got}1 .. 
landers, as 11c clutcl1ed at tl1e submarine's 
side. '' We Sltl'render, great lord !'' 

'' Ay, we surrender ! '' went up tho 
general cry. 

,v11ether tl1cy surrendered or not, it 
n1ade no diff crence. All were dragged 
aboard, frightened and a,vcd. Not ono 
n1an was drowned. Several were in immi­
nent danger of plttnging to tl1e l1ottom. 
but tl1ey were rescued in the nick of time~ 
At least half tl1e men ,vere in a semi• 
exhausted condition, and the otl1e1.. half_ 
were scared out. of tl1eir wits. A ship like 
t.his, which co11ld sink one minute and 
1,.isc the ne:tt, was a phenomenon. 

... .\nd now came tl1e real object of Nelson 
Lee's counter ruse. 

Officers and men of the Pioneer, stripped 
do,vn to sl1orts and vests, swam to the 
galleys.. The work of unbinding the 
peasants was quickly accomplislted; and 
it ,vas almost as easy to 11nchai11 the slaves 
from the oa1·s. All the Northcstrians were 
f1'ced. 

Then galley after galley was b~ou~ht 
alongside tl1e submarine, and Cedric's 
picked soldiers were 01~dercd into them, 
and they were ~l1aincd to the oars-just 
as the slaves l1ad been. 

It was a triumpl1. 
Within an hour tl1e metamorphosis was 

accomplisl1ed. Cedric's men were substi~ 
tuted for tl1e slaves, and the Northcstrians, 
t11eir gratitude knowing no bottnds, almost 
sobbed "·ith joy. They l1ad been delivered 
from tl1c power of tl1e tyrant ! 

'' A brilliant JJiece of work, Mr. Lee~'~ 
said Sir Hobart Manners enthusiastically. 
'' By Jove! The way you turned tl1e tables 
on Ce<lric,s fleet was wonderfttl !'" 

'' I was only able to do it, old man, 
because of your subma.rine;'' smiled Nelson 
Lee. 
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'' Nonsen8e,"' laughell Sir Hobart. '' I 
consider tl1is 0110 of the neatest pieces of 
l\·ork I',·e ever witnessed.'' 

Ni11pcr and Handforth nnd the other St. 
Fra11k's fcllo,•;s ,vere i11 l,igh glee. They 
had been allol\·cd to 11Iay an active part 
in tl1is final scene. Tl1cy l1~1d helped 
,·igorously in the unchaining of tl1c slaves, 
ancl, with enthusiasm, tl1ey had helped to 
chain up the Gothlantl soldiers. 

The entire fleet was captured, and not 
a drop of blood had -been sl1cd. 

Prese11tly, witl1 tl1e Pioneer leading the 
way, the ~alleys mo,,.cd off down the lake, 
a majestic s1gl1t. Nearer and ne,1rcr 
to,vards tl1e N orthcstrian sl1orc s,\"cpt tl10 
fleet-until all eyes could sec what had 
ha1)pcned. 

It was a devastating bl~,, ... to tltc prestige 
of Cc<lric, Ki11g of N 01·thcst1·ia and Goth­
land. 

--
CHAPTER 4. 

., 

.The Storming of lxwell I 

C ED.l?IC 'fHE CltUEL awaited ,--ictory. 
Ile stood 111Jon a 1>ron1incnt 

bl11ff, surrou11dcd by his nobles. 
His immediate companions ll·crc 

Atta ,vul f tl1c 'l'crriblc and Ilcd,volll tl1c 
ltutl1le8s. They \\rerc llO\\"'erful overlords, 
and they were the ki11g's cl1ief advisers. 

"By my marro,v and -bones ! Did I not. 
tell ) .. e ?'' lie was gloati11g. '' ''11Y.as more 
tl1an tl1c-sc. strange-rs dare do to rctrl'at. 
rr11e battle is joined, and at last these dogs 
.l\"ill be wiped out.'' 

•• I'faitl1, yo11r Majesty, I can scarce 
believe 'tis possible,'' said Atta"~ulf. 

'' Thou ,vert c,--er a l)Cssimistic dog,,, 
said tl1c king, ""ith n ra11cous In ugl1. 
'' Hnst 110 eyes to see, man? Look at my 
galleys ! Sec 110w t.l1cy s,varm rc,unc.1 tl1is 
stranger sl1i1) ! Tl1cy g~vamp lier-they 
ov~rwl1clm lier!'' 

Aud, indeed, it did seem tl1at everything 
\\yaa going Vlcll. Tl1c royal group l1ad 
watcl1ed tl1e n1lproacl1 c,f tl1c galleys; they 
had ,,·atcl1ed tl1e galleys sweep round tl1e 
Pio11eer. A.nd now came tl1e first s11ock. 
For t lie ''stranger· ,,cssc I " \\·as seen to bo 
sinking ! 

Sl1outs of consternation went 11p, and 
Cedric's comments were l11ri<l. 

Soon after tl1e submarine rose again­
and tl1c•n c·~mc tl1c boardi11g of tl1e galleys, 
tl1c changing of tl1c slav~s, tl1c su~sti­
t11tio11 of tl1c Gotl1lnnd soldiers. Finally, 
tl1e great ft(let swept dow11 11en rer to t11e 
s11ore, so tl1nt ~verybody could sec prccist"'ly 
\\"J1at l1ad l1a1lpencd. 

Cedric, l1is eyes lJurning, l1acl turne<l 
Jlalc anll J1aggard. " 711cre lie l1ad expected 

a great ,rictory, he had suff ercd an ovcr­
,,.,J1elm~ng defeat. 

'' Dogs ! Cattle !'' lie snarled. '' Is tl1crc 
no n1arvel tl1at tl1cse men from bcyo11d tl1c 
Great Ice cannot perform? It ticemctlt 
that this is a miracle we ha,c scc11, Attn­
wulf ! My :fleet ca1)tUrcd under 11Jy very 
eyes! I vo,v, 'tis like a nigl1tmar~ !" 

'' A murrain upon the::1c strangers, m.}· 
lord!'' said Attawulf. "They beat us at 
evcrv turn !'' 

'' UuntJ1a rcma_i11-s a ca11tive,'' muttcrc(l 
Cedric, '' and my picked soldiers become 
the galley slaves of tl1csc accursed iutcr­
lo1)ers ! t;ce ! 1--1iey 11arade bcf ore me in 
defiance!'' 

'' Ay, and they 11araclc before Nortlt­
c-.stria," saicl R.cdwold grimly. '' Let not 
Your Majesty f orgct tl1at ! 'fl1is di~astcr 
to your fleet \\--ill give heart. to the rebels." 

Cedric raised J1is handB in maddened 
rage. 

•• Let mv soldier~ gallop througl1 tl1e 
towns and villages like a scourge !" be 
raved v.i!clJy. ,~ Let tlicm kill-kill-kill! 
Dcatl1 to these l"ermin who defy my rule !'1 

Atta ,,,.ulf and Rctl"~oid cxchang(\d un­
easy gla11ces. 'l,J1e king, in his rage, ,,,.011l{l 
not Jist("tl to reason. lt was all \'cry \\'"ell 
to stand tl1cre and sho1lt : '' Kill-kill !'' 
But tl1c No1ihestrians were risi11g ngainst 
thC'ir 01>1lrmsors .. · Nu111crous as the GotJ1 .. 
land troops were, they could ouly J1ope to 
kcezJ Nortl1estria in subjection so lcrig as 
the people remained passive. · 

The ,lcf cat of Cedric's fleet \\"as 
already having a significa11t cfl'ect. AlJ 
do'\\·n tJ1e coast, the N orthcstrinns ,vcrc 
a\\"are of what l1ad l1appcncd; and the JJC\\"S 

"·as spreading inland-s11rcadi11g like 
"'~ildfirc. And once again Lord Dorri­
n1orc's party ,vas being hailed as a r>arty 
of miraclc-\\ .. orking wizards. 

N ELSON Ll}E was determined to take 
full advantage ·of tl1c situation. 

The tin1c to act \1las-no,v. Cedric 
tl1e Cr11cl l\·as '' rattled ''; l1is arro­

gant troops were no less 1·attlcd. It was 
a golden opportlt11ity to 1>ress a really 
spectacular attack. 

'' Since we've e11tc-rcd into this ,var, 
Dorrie, we migl1t· as well clo it 
tl1orougl1ly-,'' saicl Nelso11 Lee .briskly. 
'' Tl1e N 01·thestrian pro1Jlc are relying 
111)on us, a.11cl we m11st 11ot clisaJJpoint tl1cn1. 
Bttt Jls 1011g as Pri11ccs~ Merci<t-tl1~i1~ 
rightful ruler-remains 11bl)ard tl1c 
Pioneer, the people will l1csitatc. So ,,·c 
m11st give tl1en1 a lead.,, 

""\.rcn't we <loi11g tl1nt a.lr(\ndJ", old 
n1n11 ?,, asked Dorrie mildl)r. 

'' In a ,vay, yes,'' reJJl iC'd L<'e. '' Rlt t tl1r. 
{)co11lc nerd a 11 even more dee isi , .. c lead. 
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Princess 1'Icrcia 1nust be cstablisl1cd in her 
own co11ntry-in a strong castle, ,vl1cre 
s110 can hol(l lier co11rt. Not until tl1e11 
,viii tl1e llcoplc really bclic\"'c tl1at tl10 
tyrant can be ovcrtl1to,vn." 

'' Sol111c.ls pretty good to 111e," saill Dorrie, 
11od(ling. '' But J1ow is it going to be 
done?" 

i' I:vc been talking ,,,itl1 Et11clbcrt,'' saitl 
Lee. ·' The town of Ix,vcll is one of tl1c 
1:r1ost importa11t in tl1e country, aftc1· t.11e 
capital. It lies only a n1ilc or t,vo inlaudJ 
nn<l it is naturally protccte<l by a ,ralley. 
rl,l1e 11cOJlle of Ix,vcll are already in revolt, 
and with a little l1cl1J from 11s the to,vn 
can be easily seized. Not only tho town, 
b11t n. goocl slice of the st1rrol1ncling 
coltntry. Tl1is ,viii be tl1e first ste11, a11d 
011cc tl1e Jlri11ccss is establisl1cd 111Jon her 
own soilJ tl1e loyalists ,vill rally to her 
cause.'~ 

•• Let's go al1cacl," sai(l tl1c millionaire 
peer eagerly. '' I'n1 all for it.'' 

L 
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'' ... .\ t Ix,vell tl1crc is a f ortificc1 castle~'~ 
co11tinllCll Lee. "H11ndre<ls of vol1111teers 
,,.1ill be reacly to form a bodyguard for the 
l)l'i11ccss. In Ix"?ell Castle she will be at 
l1ome, too, since sl1c spent scve1'al years of 
lier chi ldl1ood tl1ere.'' 

'' ,\:bo's i11 residence at tl1c moment?.'.! 
asked )Ir. ,~,/ ilkcs. 

".i\ Gothl;;111ll<'r o,~erlord kno,vn as 
~Iorca.r tl1c Just,'' re1Jliccl Lee. '' But 
,ve'll soon have l1i111 011t, and send him 
nbo11t l1is bl1siness. His justice is ratl1cr 
Y.Tar11cll, I belic,,.c. He is Lord HigJ1 
E,,.erything in Ix~Tcll-thc Mayor. tho 
Chief Jl1stice, the Administrator, the T~tx 
Collector, tl1e S111Jrcn1c Lord of Life and 
Death of tl1c district. Nortl1estria, I 
1111dersta.ncl, l1as been divicled ltp into so 
n1a11y aclministrati,~e sections, ,vitl1 one of 
tl1esc Gotl1lanclcr overlords controlli11g 
eacl1. "\Ve'll begin ot1r operations by 
getting Morcar the J11st on the run.,, 
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It lvas an ~lmbitious z)rogramme, b11t 
Nelson Leo ,vrts confident of success. All 
tl10 ad,rantagcs of the situation were with 
11in1. Thi.3 ,, .. as tl1e ideal mo111c11t to matke 
a SJJcctacular landi11g, and to seize a 
,rood ly slico of N ortl1estria11 territory. 
Si1cl1 a dc,"astatiug blow to Cedric's 
1;rcstigc ,vould fire the })COillc with n11 

cntl1u8iasn1 ,•lhicl1 \\ro11lcl go far towarcls 
ultimate ,rictory. 

Lord Dorrimorc Vf,ls willi11g cno11gl1 to 
le,1vc tl1c generalship in Nelson Lee's 
]1a11ds; for Dorrie knc,v th,lt Lee was a 
1na8tcr strategist. 

''Yotl'1·c tho fcllo,v with tl1e brains, 
J-'cc,'' 110 said con1placcntly. '' I'm a mnu 
of action. 'l~cll rno what to do, and I'll 
<lo it. Bttt d~n't expect n10 to tl1ink. 
Yo11'rc l1crc £01-- tl1at job.'' 

'l,he ,,, ictoriotls fleet of galleys, wi tl1 the 
Gotl1la11ders ,vprking l1a1·d at tl1e oars, 
,vas still lcll by the subma.t"inc. They con­
sti t11tcd a, br,1,,0 s1)cctacle as they moved 
majestically clo,,.-11 · tl1c coast li11c. Reacl1-
ing a quict1 shcltcretl co,·c, tl1cy turned 
sl1orcwards. 

A spcctac11Iar landing l\·as eff ccted­
~xactly as Lee l1ad planned. 

'l1hc St. Frank's fellows, much to their 
tlisguE=t, V{crc not allowed to take any part 
in tl1c 11roccctlings. 'fhcrc might be a.11 

attack by Ccdric1s men-at-arms, nnd Leo 
,-.as not taki11g a11y chances "'~itl1 the boys. 

On tl1c bcacl1 tl1crc was a big wl1ippet 
t,1nk-011c of the most modern examples of 
n1cchaniscd ""al'f arc. '£his tank l1ad been 
recently usccl for tl1e caJlture of Guntl1z1 
tl1c C1'afty, and the great war machine ,vas 
rci1dy for instant use. 

The ad,,.ancc into Northcstria com"' 
mcnccd. 

'l,l1c tank led t1te way, ancl behind came 
a numbc1~ of tl1e l">ionccr's crew, some v,9itl1 
machine-guns, some with rifles. With 
tl1em \\"ere tl10 rcsct1ed N orthestrian 
galley sla,l'cs-tl1e finest young men of 
l'rincess Mercia's late army. Tl1cy were 
all ,vild V-"ith enthusiasm, and they had 
armccl tl1cmselvcs with tl1e swords and 
ha ttlc-axes of the Gothlandera who had 
been recently captured. 

It was a forinidable army which moved 
inland towards Ixwell. 

But long before tl1cy came within sight 
of the to\\rn, the news of their coming had 
spread. 'l~hc people of Ixwcll, already 
1·1sing, went mad with joy. Volunteers 
\\·ere ready in l1undreds; the Ixwell 
fortressJ filled with Cedric's reinforce­
ments, was stormed. And such v.·as tl1c 
fut"Y. of the attack that the Northestrians 
cas_1ly }lre,r~ilcd. 'l'hc enemy troops were 
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When the part.y from the Pioneer 
n1 .. rivcd, it l\'.'"as acclaimed like a conquer• 
ing armJ. \Vitho11t any delay tl1c sto1"m• 
ing of Ixwell Castle commenced, t-l1e 
mighty ta11k still lcacling the way, witl1 
the macl1i11c-gu11ncrs and the N ortl1estria11 
,,.ol11ntccrs in full sUJJport. 

Ixwell Castle was only l1cld by a com• 
paratively small n11mber of -troops--
1\Iorcar's }lCrsonal g11ard. Already tl1cir 
morale ha.d been shattered, and ""lien thej" 
sa,v tl1e formidable nature of this attack, 
they cr11m1Jled. Morcar tl1c J11st lied 
already fled, terrified by tho ur>rising in 
the to,vn. 

There was lit.tie or no real figl1ti11g. A 
hand-to-hand scrap here and tl1erc, and 
tl1e soldiers were com1Jletcly subduccl. 

,v11cn Nelson Lee and Lord Dorrimore 
n1a1·checl across tl1(, dra\\?bridgc of Ix:,, .. ell 
Castle and entered tl1c co11rtyard, thcJ· 
foltncl scores of tl1c Castle servant8 
gntl1cred tl1cre. l\ilany were 011 their knees, 
})rayi11g \\·i th t.hankf11lncss ; otl1crs \\10crc i 11 
tea1's, so great l\"as tl1eir joy. For tl1csc 
}lCoplc ,vere N orthcstrians, ·and they \\Pere 
now liberated. 

"Mv lords-my lords!'' exclaimed a 
nervous, elderly rna11, running forwarcl. 
'' Mucl1 l1ave \\,.e hea1"d of ye; 1nany are the 
,vondrous stories tl1at ha,,.e been whis­
pered. And now 1 tis plain those wondrous 
stories \\·ere true." • 

''llail !" went up a great cry. "Hail, 
Lee the Lionheart !,, 

'' Hail, Dorrimore the Brave !', 
The scores of men and ,romen came 

croll"dina round., a.nd Nelson Lee and 
Dorrie had some little difficulty in }ll .. e­
venting themselves from being raised 
sl1oulder l1igh. 

'' Y 011r g1·cetings are val ucd, good 
friends, bttt we delay,'' said N clson Lee. 
'' I would like to talk with tho master c,f 
the. household.'' 

'' I am lie, my lorcl," said the elderly 
man who had spoken first. '' But, by my 
bones, my lord Morcar did reduce me to 
the stat.us of a menial, placi~9 a dog of 
a Gotl1lander above me. Morcar the 
Unjust, I vow, wouid have been a better 
name.'1 

'' Tl1e Gothla11dcrs _are gone,'' said Lee. 
'' You, then, are t.hc master of tho "house­
hold. What is your name, friend P'' 

'' Lcofric, my· lord.'' 
'' Prepare, then, Leofricjl for tl1e coming . 

of Her Highness, Princess Mercia.'' 
Leofric started back, almost unbclic,r,. 

able joy in his eyes. 
'

1 Say ye, my lord, tl1at He1· Gracious 
Higl1ness cometh here?'' lie asked hoarsely. 
~' l'f ait,h, such good tidings are beyond 
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'' Yet tl1e 1)rinccss comes iminediately­
so it is for yott, Lcofric, to make new pre-
1,~.1ra tion~,'' saicl Nelso~ Lee. '' Hi~ Higl1-
11c~s, Prince Os,vy, · will accom11any tl1c 
llrinc~ss. ....\.nd my lord Ethelbert will 
J1cnccf ort 11 gi ,~e yo 11. yo11r or(lcrs." 

'' Tl1e IJrinccss co1neth ! rl~lic princess 
con1eth !'' 

Alreacly tl1c cry was goi11g ro11nd., and it 
,,:-as taken u11 by l1l1ndrccls of enthusiastic 
,,,oiccs, Lcofric., red ,vith excitement and 
joy, bustled awa.y, slioutina orders to all 
~111<l sund~y·. Ix,vell Castle ,vas soon a 
l~ i ,~ e of ·ind us try. . 

~very Gothlande1~ l1ad been ejected, ancl 
tl11S alone \\Tas a cause for rejoicing. But 
t l1c k11owlcdge tliat Princess Mercia . was 
comi11g filled tl1e lleople ,vith frantic 
deligl1t. . 

lleanwhile, in tl1e town, amazi~g scenes 
,,~ere taking lllacc. Hun(lreds of liberated 
serfs were 11ouring . i11 from c,,.cry road and 
lane-many of them a1·mcd "·itl1 scytl1e,a, 
Ilitcl1forks, a11d othc1· farmi110- in111lements. 
'l"l1ey were rallying to the _c;11sc. 

'fl1c. 1111risi11g ,vas a11 cstablisl1ed. fact 
110\V. 

Nelson Lee., Lord Dorrin101·c, and otl1crs 
of _tl1c Pioneer party went l1ere, tl1cre, and 
cv_erywl1e1·e; and they were acclaimed 
,v1ldly by all. Takina little notice of 
these demonstrations, howc,,,er, L<;e and 
t lie others set a bo11t their vario11s tasks. 
"'fl1ey took con1pletc comma.nd of lxwcll. 

J11st outside tl1c to"~n a great camp was 
formed ; atlll l1ere tl1c gatl1cring 11casants 
were concentrated. 

A citizens' defence force was formed, 
and l1l111<lrcds of men vlent for,,~ard to 
:1 1111mbcr of surro11nding vil]ages and 
l1amlets, tl1erc to construct ·t11e first 
,lcfence line, in tl1e event of an nttack from 
Cedric's. Gotl1landers. 

Then ca1ne t)1e greatest c,,.cnt of all on 
tl1is da.y of days. - · 

The fai1~ IJrinccss Mcrcia ,vas csco1~tc,l 
ashore from tl1c submarine, accompanied 
l1y l 1rincc Oswy ancl Etl1elbert tl1e Red­
a,nd ,vi tl1 sc,,.cral of the Pioneer's officers 
:1s an escort, and ,1ritl1 tl1c l\foor View o-irl-s 
as tl1e llri11cess' Jadics-i11-,vaiti110-. 

0 
It 

. • • 0 

,~as a11 1m11rcss1 ve scene. 
On the sl1ore a large 11u1nber of nobles. 

from Ix,vcll a11<l tl1e surroundino- country 
l1ad gatherecl. 

0 
. 

• Most of tl1cm had been livina in humble 
tlwcllings d11ri11g tl1cse p,lst ~ontl1sJ for 
tl1ey l1acl bcc11 tur11cd out of tl1ci1· ow11 
c~stJes, aud all tl1ci1· posscssio11s had been 
seize{]. But no,v, "·itb. the return of tl1eir 
1>ri11cess, tl1ci1· whole 011tlook was chanaed. 
Mercia's first act would be to restore t,t11c 
iJosscssions of tl1cse 1111f 01,t11nittcs. · 

For U}JOn tl1ese kindly o,~erlords 
clc11endecl tl1c welfare uf the humbler 
llco1>lc. It was a toucl1ing, dignified ~ccne 
\\tl1icl1 ,·ras enacted UJJon tllnt sandy beach. 
-~s the princess set foot 011cc again 1111011 
lier o,vn soil, she sobbecl unrcstraincclly. 
E,Tc11 Etl1elbert1s eyes '"'ere tcar-clin1metl. 

1,liis 11lan of Nelson Lee's was another 
mastcr-stroJre (\f 1Jrillia11t strategy. 

It '\'011!d l1ave been safer, 1:>e1·l1a1Js, to 
l1avc kept t]1e royal refugees alJOar<l tl1c 
st1bmarine; but., by taki11(7 the1n nsl101·e 
a11d establisl1ing them i11 Ii,,ell Castle, a 
migl1ty blow was str1ick at CecJric's power. 
'fl1e N orthestria11s tl1en1scl\?cs were filled 
\\

1 itl1 a figl1ting spirit '"°l1ich was really 
foreign to tl1em, but whic]1 was 11ecessal'y 
1f tl1e country was to be freed f1·om the 
invader~. And tl1is spirit was sprcn<ling 
11p and down t]1e ·1and. 1~110 11rincess ,va~ 
in Northestria ! Ixwell "·as free! Do,\·11 
,vit11 Cedric n11cl J1is brutal 111yrmidons I · 

-
CHAPTER 5. 

The Eve of the Tournament f 

T l-IE entry of Princess Mcrcia. into 
Ix,vell ,vas a. scene ,vhicl1 the Pio11ccr 
party ,vas not likell· to forget for 
111any a 1011g d.ay. 

·rho St. Frank's fello"·s. n1ucl1 to tl1eir 
satisfaction, ,,,.ere allo,ved ·to go into tl10 
to,vn no,v. Lee had decidccl tlaat tl1c bovs 
had better establish themselves i11 Ix ,v;]l 
Castle. Tl1e place ,vas an absolute fort1·e~s, 
and tl1cre ,vas11't a chance in a tl1ousa11d th-at 
tl1c Gothlanders ,vot,ld e,~er seriously menace 
it. 'fl1is pa.rt of Nortl1cstrin., nt least, ,,·as 
clcfinitcly f recd fron1 th(\. tyrant. 

It sccn1~rl t~ the simple }Jeoplc t!1:at :rears 
l1nd elapsed since they l1ad ]ast beheld their 
s,vcct princess. Uncler Cedric's c·ruel rule 
the country hacl alm.ost lost count of tinie; 
tc1·ror l1ad stalked througho11t the land, ancl 
as Cedric's grip had gro,Yn strongQr and 
stronger, so liad the people lost all l101Je. 

So their present enthusiasm, be-cause of its 
tt~expcct-cd11ess, ,vas all tl1e n101·0 fiery. 
Like a bolt from the blue these ~tra11gcrs 
had come from bc:rond the great ice and 
as. thougl1 by a miracle, Nort.l1est-ri:1, ''"a; 
being freed ! Already Cedric ,vas at l1is 
wits' end. Tho def eat of his fleet liad been 
a st11nning Llo,v-and no,v the ca1>turc of 
lx\vell, coming on top of that reverse, had 
i11creascd his trot1blcs. 

The to,,·n was thronged ,vitl1 people, ai1d 
,,,hen the 11c,,"s c.amo t l1at the princess' 
arri,,.al ,vas. im111incnt, tlic cro,vus lined the 
roads and almost filled il1c big eentral 
square, ono side of ,vl1icl1 ,Y~s n ln1ost · ,vho]ly 
occupied by t.he oo.~tle. 1'"hc n1oat ran 
parallel with this side of tbc sq11are, and tho 
1mpr0ssiyc dra~bridge "'as do,vn, lined by 
1ne1~-at-n.rm~, prottd ~nd 11-a IJPY to be onco 
nga1n ,vc,ar1ng the princess' colours. 
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The procession was a long one. First of 
all camo Prince::;~ Mcrcia, Prince Os,vy and 
Ethelbert the Red, mot1nted on fine 
chargers and surrounded bl" a , .. critablc 
cro'\\,.d of nobles, gentry, pages and soldiers. 
Then came the Moor View girls and the St.. 
}~rank's fello\\·s, and more of the Pioneer's 
ere,,", armed with rifles.· 

Nelson Lee and_ Lord Dorrimore found 
time to attend, and they had plenty of 
evidence that this mo,,.e ,vas a wise one. 

The people were nea.rly mad with joJ?; 
tl10 cheering was frantic. Tho taking of 
Ixwell and the entry of the princess ,,,ould 
inevitably result in a wa vc of patriotio 
cntl1t1siasm sweeping througl1 the country. 

Bttt a~id all tl1is rejoicing there ,vas 
nc,'.'ertheless a spirit of determination. '!,he 
Gotl1landers had been driven out, and ever~~ 
loj·al Northestrian swore thut the Gotl1-
landcrs ,vould be kept out. 

And so the procession went o,·cr tho dra ,v­
bridgo, and Princess Mercia's eyes ,,,.ere dim 
as she entered that quaint old castle ,vhcre 
she had spent many years of her childhood. 
It ,,,as al1nost lika coming ho~c. 

'' I ca11 soorce bclie,~e 'tis true,'' she mttr­
mured, as she tttrned to the Regent. 
'' Good Ethelbert, thinkcst thou that ,1;e are 
come to stay ? '' 

'' Ay, by the spirit of St. Attalus !'' 
vo,,,.ed Ethelbert tl1e Red. '' Have no fear, 
f ait .. Majestj·. \Vith tho help of our good 
fricncls ,ve are in excellent case to destroy 
these Gothlandcr. brutes ? Already th~y 
run; soon tl1ey ,vill scuttle. This is but tl1c 
first step." 

'' l\ly poor, poor cotlntry ! " n1urmured 
~Iercia. sadly. '' I fear me, Ethelbert, that 
1nttch blood '"ill be spilt i11 tl10 conflict!' 

"Gothlander blood, I s,vear ! '' retorted the 
Regent. '' And wl1at n1attcr? Our people 
aro imbued by st1ch a spirit of bat.tle as 
,vill n,akc Cedric tremble i11 his shoes. Tl1is 
d,ay, by n1y faith, marks the end of tl1e 
Gothlandcr domination l'' 

A ND whil,~ Ixwell. rejoiced over tl1c re­
turn of Princess Mcrcia, a ner,~ous 
,vreck of a. man paced tl10 cotincil 
chamber in Dunstane Castle, a con­

siclera ble n11mber of miles distant. 
Cedric tl1c Cruel hacl lost his rage no,v, 

but he ,vas in a condition of stark dread. 
The utter rout of his fleet had staggered 
him, and 110w ca1ne tho alarming news th:at 
Ix,vcll .and the. country surrounding· it had 
risen af rcsl1. The people ,vcrc massi11g in 
tl1eir tl1ottsands; tl1cy were arming thcn1-
scl,·es, and they ,vere prepari11g stern 
defences. 

•• By ID),. marro,v and by my bones, I inm 
a man in agon)· !" groaned Cedric. '' I am 
surrounded b·v fools· ,vho ca11 do naught bt1t 
bid ID,J remain calm-fools wl10 suggest no 
solution to th is terrible problem.'' 

His advisers took little notice; the king 
bad llcen talking thtts for J1ours. 

'' \\:ere Gu11t.ha here he "·otild evol,·c some 
crafty plan,'' vlent on Cedric sullenly. '' But 

my com°'andcr-in-chief is a hostage, held by 
tl1esc accursed strangers ! By tho soul of 
Sarus t 'l'hcse e.re ill days ! " 

Bold, arrogant and rutl1less in the full hey• 
day of his power, Cedric Ylas a 01ere whi11-
ing weakling now that things were going 
against him. Like most bullies, he crun1pled 
t1r1dcr defeat. 

'' 'l'hink ye ,vhat day this is, Atta wulf ! '' 
he went on, turning to one of tl1c overlords. 
'' Well, man? Art thou witless to stare so? 
Remember yo not tl1at this day was set 
aside, for the great Passage of Ar.ms?" 

Att.awulf the Terrible shrugged. 
.. 'Tis no time, sire, for such trifles a5 

game tournaments," he repliedJ almost con­
tcn-.ptuously. 

'' 'fhe lists are ready, 1ny knight cha.I• 
lcngcrs are prepared for tl1e fray,'' con­
tinued tl1e king. .. All Dunstanc was to have 
beheld the great tournament. And no,v ?'' 

'' Tl1ou wilt do ,,,ell, sire, to postpone the 
tour11amcnt, '' said Atta ,vulf. 

'l'he king nodded gloon1ily. He had been 
relying upon that tournaiqent to impress the 
populace. )1oreo,~cr, ho \\·as a frivolous, 
pleasure-Io,·ing n1onarch. He loved to 
watch the games-to see his champions per­
form their great feats. And now he \Vas 
denied this recr,?11.tion. Liko a spoilt child, 
he became sulk~,.. 

'' My knights a.nd mv nobles come fron1 all 
sides,'' he said, in a .. gro,vl. '' They gather 
for the great tot1rnamcnt. And here I staJ·, 
listening to naught but evil tidings.'' 

lie could l1ardly believe that things had 
been going so badly. A day or two earlier 
he had held full sway. Then these strangers 
l1ad arrived-,and all Nortl1estria was in~ 
flamed. Like a thunderbolt the - truth tia<l 
burst upon Cedric that his position \\·as 
precarious. At first ho had been con-­
tcmptuotts of the strangers, but no,v 110 ,vas 
finding ottt tl1at their po,vcr l\"as all• 

• conq t1cr 1ng. 

I N Ix,vcll, under Nelson Lee's e.blc 
gcncralsl1ip, tl1c situation ,vas well in 
It.and. Tl1crc l1ad been a deal of con­
fusion at first, as ,,·as to be expected, 

bttt no,v an efficient organisation ,\·as get­
ting to ,vork. 

\Vyn'\\·cd the J ovial-thc stout. · good­
nnttticd Nortl1estrinn ,vho had been ,aboard 
the Pioneer c,·cr since the ,·cssel's arri,,.al­
,vas once again in a position of at1thority. 
Prior to the in,;-asion he had been the cap-­
tiain of Princess Mercia's bod)·guard; now 
110 was promoted to commander of the 
Ix,vcll forces. And " 7lrnwcd, fired by 
Nelson Lee's cxa-nple, was "Torking ,vith a 
,vholchoortcd enthusiasm ,v"l1ich ,vas good to 
see. Men \Vere bei11g enrolled cont.inuousl~", 
and the majority of them needed ,,.ery little 
training, since they forn1crly had been in 
tho princess' bodygt1ard, or in the bod~, .. 
guards of the great Northest.rian overlords. 

Defence '"~orks \\'ere prepared some- miles 
from Ixwell, all along the count-ryside-
01:odern defence works., 'sttggcsted b,y Nelson 
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Lee a11d I-'ord Dorr1n1orc. 'l,ho N ortl1cstrians 
"·ere quickl)· lcarui11g, and they ,vere 
n,d.apti11g thc1nselves a<l111irably. '!,heir faith 
and trust i11 Leo tho Lionl1cart cl1a11gecl 
t.hen1 f ran~ pcacc-l')v·ing n1c-n into <lctern1i11ed 

• ,varr1ors. 
\Vit.hout interruption volunteers co11ti11ueu 

to pot1r in f ro111 tl1e countr~;side, and they 
brougl1t ,vith tl1e111 encouraging tales-tales 
of the Gotl1la11d oveTlord5 being hounded 
out of tl1e c-aetles tl1ey l1ad t111la\vf ully 
seized. · Tl10 c11c111y ,v.as or1 tl1e rt1n every­
,, .. herc. T}1i3 pa.rt of Nort.hcstria, at. least, 
,,·0.3 irall)·ing to tho princess' ca11sc. 

Elsewhere C e d r i c ' s 
stranglcl1old ,va.s as strong 
as cv·cr; bt1t tho loyalists 
,vcro confidc11t . tl1at tho 
1110\""C111cnt ,vould spread, 
and• that in due course the 
,vholo of Northcstria ,vould 
rise agninst the OJJpressor. 

A great beginr1ing l1ad 
been ·111adc. 

All tl1c volt1r1tccr f 01~ccs 
engaged in preparing tl1c 
outer def enccs ,verc cacl1 
con1mandcd by an ener­
getic ~·ot111g Britisher. 
lfalf t]1c officers, engineers 
and crc,v of tl1e 1-,ioneer 
}lad. been called upon, and 
these mc11 ,vero eager 
enough to <lo their bit. 
~.f hcy all rccci ,·ed their in• 
;tructions f ron1 Nelson Lee, 
and the Nortl1cstrin.ns ,vero 
llnqucstioning in their 
,villingness to carry out the 
r1ecessary ,vorlc. 

A f ornJidablc first line 
def cncc ,Yas being rapidly 
organised i cacl1 of the 
British commanders had a 
supply of t11a.roon rockets, 
and in tho event of any 

G iv e t. h c 1n so 111 ct h j n g to do, a 11 cl t 11 e y 'l l <lo 
it ,Yith c11tl1t1siasn1." 

'' ...:-\.s long .ns they don ·t break bouncl5, it 
1night be e, good iciea to give the111 a ce,rfair1 
a 1no11nt of frccdo111," agreed Nclso11 l.ce~ 
'' I'll t..alk to tl1cr11.'' 

\Vhe11 the op1Jort.u11ity .airosc~ lltl hottr o~ 
su Later, Nel~on l,co retur·ued to the oostle 
for e. 1111c.al. He h•ati bce11 0:1 the go for 
a long tin1c, das.hing l1erc, tl1erc and c,·cry• 
,vhere in the ha11dy te.n lt-\·v hicl1 ,va~ 11rac­
tic,n.lly ao speedy as a. 111oaor11 motor-oor. . 

lie h.ad seen the..t c·vcryt!1ir1g ,Yas i11 order, 

---- -determined attn.ck by Goth• 
lnnd soldiers these rockets 
were to be fired. Reser,·es 
"·ould tl100 be rushed to 
t.l1at particular pa.rt of tl10 
line. 

---·----

So Ix,vcll itself wns 
doubly protected. There 
,vcre not only these outer 
def enccs, but the town was 
ready with its o,vn defence 
force. 

The castle, in which the 
[Jrinccss now held l1cr 
court. with Ethelbert the Red as Regc11t, was­
safe from any attack. So secure was Ix well, 
in fact, that Nelson J..100 raised no objection 
,,,hen Dorrie suggested that the boys and 
girls should bo allowed their liberty. 

'' After all, the to,vn is safe, and there's 
110 rooson · why tho youngsters shouldn't 
expe11d some of their energy,'' said his lord­
ship. '' It's a, bit thick to keep them bottled 
up i11 tl10 castle. They might be Uceful, too. 

-
/"': 

~~-. -· __ JI __ .. ~ 

< .,. ~ 

ia11d 1:.h;a.t the tl1ousends of ,Tolunteers \Ycre 
getting to "·ork in the rigl:1t direction. 

He found tho St. !?rank's fello,vs ir1 one 
of tl10 great apartn1cnts. of tl10 c.astle, a.nd 
1nost of them " .. ere looking impatie11t and 
rather fed up. 'l,he girls, of course, v:ore 
mare contented; they 1\ .. ore ,vith the 
princess; the.v ,vero l1er ladies•in-,vaiti11g, 
0.11d tl1cy ,vere revelli11g in the "·hole bu~i­
ness. 
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''\\'."ell, boys, we're getting along nicely,'' 
sa.id Lee, ,-.·itl1 a smile. "\Vith prectioaJly 
no blood~}1ed, this part of Northcstria, has 
been tro-taken, a11d Cedric's men a.Te \\"ell on 
tl1e ru11. lx\vcll, at loost, i5 ottrs. \Ve'ro 
mana.ging to d.o a good deal, bttt it u-est.~ 
V.'ith the Nortl1e5triia.ns tl1emscl ves, of course, 
whether tl1ey· "\\-ill ever complctel)' rcg.ai11 
their cottntr~r• I rather tl1i11k tb6t they '\\"ill. 
But it's 11ot going to be .an C&SY job; 
Cedric e.nd hi3 Gothlander l1ordcs a.re 
' rattled ' for tl1e n10111ent, but they a~o 
bot1nd to recov·cr. Tho real test \\'ill come 
tl1e11. '' 

'' .\nd I sU}lposo ,ve',·c got to stick in this 
castle, sir, tY-·iddling our thumbs?'' asked 
II.andforth bitter!)·. "C.a.n't \\·e do some• 

.. 

---- -
---=- ~--------~------ -

tell your parents tho.t ,ve ,,·ere going t-0 w.ar. 
'l'ha.t'a \Yt1at tl1e prcsc11t situation amou11ts 
to. And don't O\rcrlook the fact tl1e.t you &re 
still virtually at school, a11d school rules a,ro 
still in force. l'1l1 j'Ottr l1cadmastcr1 a11d I 
exrccct ''OU to obev· orders.,, 

'Doe"s tl1at n1oon that :you .. re going to 
prcpGre a cl.ass-roo111, sir, rand make us sit 
for lesso11s, ,vith l\fr. \\tilkcs in cl1en-ge ?" 
asked Nipper. ''You n1ight &s ,,rcll do the 
thing thorot1ghlj· \vhilc ~you'ro abottt it ..... 

'' I'm not suTe that tl1at remark isn't 
check.}", Nipper,'' sa-id Lee se, .. crel~"- '' 1-Iow­
C'\"er, \\Te' 11 let it ·pa.s.s. . \\r o must m.a.ko 
.allo\,~e.nces i11 these peculiar circumsb&nces. 
No, I'm not goi11g to suggest lessons; but 
having rernindcd )'OLt t.hat ~"OU are .still sub­

iect to school rules, 
I'll just say that I 
,~;ant l'OU all to 
promise me that 
~Tou'll keep within 
bot1nds.'' 

'' \\rithin bounds of 
\Yhat, sir ?'1 asked 
rl"ra ,·ers. 

'' You arc at liberty 
to go ot1t into the 
t.ov,n if )~ott wish," re· 
plied I.,cc. '' But }"Ott 
,vill regard the city 
\\·all:i as tho bo11ndary 
line. ~~ ou are free to 
n1ov·c nl1ot1t lx\\·ell as 
:yott wish ; but if you 
go bo~vond the ,valls 
j·ou ,,/ill •be breaking 
bounds, and yot1 ,vill 
be punished accord­
i11gly-j ttst ns if ~·ou 
,,·ere still at school. 
Is tl1a.t clear? Let's 
ha , .. c no misundcr• 
3tandings about this." 

'' D y G o o r g c ! 
Bra, .. o, sir!'' }"clled 
Hnndfortl1 cxcitcdl~~-­
'' So '"·c can go Ott t 
into tho to\v11, can ,vc? 
1,hat's good cnot1gh, 
J·ou cl1nps !" 

'' Rn tl1cr ! '' 
'' Good ol<l l\fr. 

r-
Waldo seized a ta~l• and, raising It above 
his head,· ~~ng I& at the Gotbland soldiers. 

Lee !11 

'' Y 011 ca11 111ako 
yot1rscl,·cs uscf ul, ........ 

thing? \Ve'!re not made of glass, are "'e? 
Yot1 migl1t as \vell wrap tis ttp i11 cotto11-
l\'ool a.nd ho.,·c don~ ,vith it ! " 

Nelson Lee's smilo ,videncd. 
'' I ,-.·.as expecting sotncth i11g like that 

from you, Hand)~,'' he chuckled. '' 1~m 
sorry :you· ,.,.o been kept he-re, t,viddling :youir 
thun1bs. But until Ix well ,,;os definite Iv 
&'lfe, I tho11ght it advisable to keep all :yot1 
hos·~ ottt of 1niscl1ief. 1'. ... ou mustn•t forget 
tba.t Dorrie .and I are rPsponsil)le for ~-our 
St1fl1t_y, \\ ... l1en ,,·e lcf t Er1gland, l''C didn't. 

t o o," co11tinucd 
Nelson I .. cc, sn1iling. 

'' The mere fact that rou arc n1emb~rs of (lt1r 

party gives :you a glamot1r. 'l,l1csc North­
cstrians look t1pon us as sttJ)cr-men. Wo 
m1.1st11't do anything to disillusion them.'' 

u But, dash it, old thing, j~OLt and Dorrie 
a.re super-men, wh.a.t ?" J11u:rmnrcd .... L\rchio 
Glent.hornc. '' I n1c-a.n to sa.v--" .. 

'' \\ ... e .are 011lJ' supcr-n1~11, A re hie. because. 
,ve c.a.n do things ,,Thich these simple people 
Tega:rd as n1irac1N5, '' r~plied . Nelson I~ee. 
'· Ev~n tho striking of o.n orclina.ry 1natcl1, 
or the clicking of a. modern pebrol-ligl1tcr, 
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is looked upon as- somethin_g mira.ct1lo11s. I "He's a good chap, and he's & ,,·orker. 
,vant -you boys to go out amongst the people, He'll do wonders.'' 
t.o encoura,ge them, to help in any ,v,ay you '~ You mw;tn't for get that 110110 of t11ese 
e&11. I'll 1oove it to you. But. don't break No-rthostrians ,vould have done much without 
hol1nds. '' Mr. Lee a11d Dorrie to set them a.11 

'' 

CHAPTE-R 6. 
In t11e Hands of the E11emy I 

ELL, here we are I'., said Hand• 
forth genially. 

He and a, number of other 
f ello,vs were st&nding in the big 

central square of l2:weJI. Round and &bout 
them bustled tho throngs; volunteers march­
ing to e.nd. from the castle; countryfolk 
la.den with t.he produce of the fields; groups 
of bright•eyed young girls,· excited and 
a.nin1ated; . children by tho score-. 

Whercverr the St. Frank's fello,vs ,vent, 
t-hcy ,vcre s~lutcd by the men; curtseys 
,ve·re diroppcd by tho " .. omen and girls, .and 
the· children clustered round in reverent 
&we. 

All · tbis sort of tl1ing pleased Handf orth 
n1ightJy, since he loved the_ limelight. Some 
of the other boys we?:e· not quite so keen 
18.bout it. So much ··publicity embanrassed 
them. 

'' Let's EeG if " .. e c.a.z1't do something use• 
fu1, '' said Nipper. '' I hea.r that old Wynwed 
is bmy oveT by the West Gate, and he 
n1ight be glad of some l1elp.,1 

'' Good man ! '' agreed Handf orth. '' I 
don't see v.·hy ,vo shoul.d be mero spcct.ators. '' 

-- Chttrch -atid lfcCluro ,v·~re all in favour 
of tho suggcst_iori •. · They had noted, to their 
.alarm, th~t Ra11d'forth h&d been looking 
intcrestodly. · iat many of the Northestrien 
girls, an.d it .,vouldn't tn.ke hin1 !orig to get 
''smitten_.'' T~e girls of Jx,,vcll were, for 
the m9~t . :rart, remarka..bly pretty and 
comely. ·· Ana a.a they regarded all the St. 
}""rank's. fellows ;&s · h·croes,- H.a:ridforth. with 
a · very- little ·encouragement, ,Yould soon 
have bcc11 ,v~ll_ e.,va.y. 

Thcire ,,·as · 1nt1ch to ~ee, mucl1 to be fas­
cin.a.t.cd ·by, in this quaint old to,vn. Every­
thing.:· "·a.s so rcminiscc11t of 111cdicval 
l~ngle.nd. The bo:ys \\"eTC soon 1oot in ,vonder . ~ . . 

at the ever-ch<ing1ng pariora.n1a. And it v;as 
distinctly noticeable tha.t all the people were 
flushccl of face, brigl1t of e)TC, and filled ,vith 
n, radiant hope. -

'' M:a.kcs· )"OU feel good to lool< nt 'en1,'' 
s.a,id Nipper. '' Tl1ey harclly k110,v ,vhcre 
they are, poor beggar~, a.ft.er thci11.· 1nontl1s 
of torment 11nder Cedric's ;rule.'' 

Tl1cre were eight or ten f ello\,~s in this 
i1a.rtict1lor party-all Rcmovitcs~nd they 
,vcre making their ,vay thrrough the pictur­
?S(lt1c otreets to,vo.rds the West Gate. 

'fhe rest l1ad gone off on t.heiir own pur­
s11its-\Villy & Co., of . the Third, in one 
cli rectio11 ; Bro,vn and Stc,Tens, of the Fifth1 

in another; iand so on. 
'' Jolly glad to see that old Wynwed has 

bcc11 given a po3ition of real a.t1thority, 
dear old fello,vs,'' remarl(ed Viv·ia.n Tira\"crs. 

cxemple,'' mid Waldo. '' An army, no 
in.atter ho,v well trained, oa.n't do muc}1 un­
less it has & brillie.nt leader. ?rlr. Lee's a 
giddy marYe). Tho way he has taken com­
mand of this situation--'' 

''·Here, hold on I'' interrupted Ha.ndforth 
suddenly. '' Wll6t's that ll"tln1my sound?'' 

They were passing down a. narrow, 
cobbled street, almost an a.llcy. The quaint 
l1ouses practioally · leaned over on either 
side, unt_il thcia- ea.ves almost tot1ched. It 
,vas & short ct1t t.owards the \\1est GC1te, and, 
for tho first time since tl1eir entry into the 
town, the bovs found themselves alone. Tl1is 
street was a little b&ckwiatcr, ,veil e."·ay from 
the '' madding oro,vd. '' 

.. Yes, I thought I hoard something, too,'' 
said Nipper, frowning. '' It sounded like a 
girl screaming.'' 

'' My only hat!'' said Handfort.h. 
They all stood still. Fa-om beyond a "·all 

BOme little distance down tho alley, came a 
hargh, ·brutal voice: 

'' So thou wouldst e.n5;wex me back, thott 
lazy, good-£ or-nothing t '' it can1e. ~, I'· 
fai t.h, I' I! teach thee e. lesson, wench I 11 

There fellowed the sound of thudding 
blows, and the sharp, piercing· screams of a 
girl. 

'' Mercy, master ! '' c.ame her pit if u1 voice. 
'' I thought not to displeese thee. Indeed, 
indeed, I but made & small error. Hn~e 
pity, master!'' 

'' A mwrr&in upon thy tongue!'' shouted 
th(;' harsh voice. '' The whip shall toocJi 
thee !'' 

More sere.ams: followed, eccompa11icd by 
sct1fflings. Handforth 100\(ed .at Nipper e.nd 
Waldo and Trr&,crs e.nd the others, arid his 
face was flushed. 

"We'r~ not- ~oing to stan-d · thi!!, are ,vc? '' 
110 mt1tt.ered. 'By George I It c;eems to n1e 
that some of the Nort,hestrians are j t1:st as 
brut.al as those 1rotten Gothle.ndcrs !'' 

'' There a.To good ana bad in a.II people, 
old 1ne.n,'' murmured Travers. 

'' Come on ! '' p.a.11te-d Ha.ndfort.h. 
He 1r.an aoro~ tl1e cobbles, reached t.he ""all 

from ,vhich tho cries ,vcre coming, and 
fottnd a door. Tho door it.self ,ves st&nding 
slightly aj.rur. llandforth pushed it open 
,vit.h his shoulclcl", ancl then he stood glaring 
,vit.h ir1digna.tion a11d ft1ry. 

llo sa,\ .. a sn1alL. enclose.cl j 1a.rd, a11d .almost 
ir1 the centre of it a co,arsc, ill-attired n1a.n 
"ra.s n1ercilessly ,Yhipping e, r;lim, young girl 
of abottt fifteen. 

"Pit.y, master-pity?'' sobbed the ur1for• 
tunato girl. 

'' I have b11t half fi11ished wit.h thee!'~ 
gro,vled her tormentor, ircncwing his attack. 

'' That's .all yo1t kno,v, you rotter!'' roared 
Handforth. '' C-ome on, )'Ott cha.ps ! St. 
Fre-nk's to the resc110 !,, 

He dashed into the yard, &nd ~ the otlier 
boys s,,rarmed :af tcr him. rl"hey considered 
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th.at this \\"as (\3sentiallv a case \vl1eire thev 
w ~ 

were rolled ltpon to interfcro. 
In a. bods·, they fell upon the st.a rt led 

bully. 'l'l1c.;· dragged him bac-k, sc•ized the 
"" 11 i I>, e,n d flung it a si cl e. 

'' Dy Ill.}' bones.!,, ga...c;.r,cd tllc man. .. What 
no,v? llavo I offended )'C, goocl strangers?'' 

,. Te.kc that ! '' roared llandforth, deliver• 
ing one of hia famous punches. '' '''hat do 
yot1 n100.11 by bt1llying this girl ?J' 

The man staggered back under t.}1c ,veight 
of t.he blo\\", and the riext 111on1er1 t Hand .. 
forth \\ .. 6.-5 supporting tho half-faintin?c gia-1. 

'' It's all •rigl1t,'' he mttttcred. 'We'll 
protect you from--'' 

Handforth broko off ir1 nmazeme11t. 
his ja ,v sagging. An o.3tonishing thi11g ha<l 
happened. 

For, \\·ith a cla ttcring of heavy lJoots, a 
jingling of ~hainmait, ond a. creaking of 
100-t.herr, a dozen po\vcrfttll~"-built soldiers had 
spr11ng out upon the bo}·s. M0c;t of t-hem 
"·ere bea.Tdcll, and theJ· \Vere brutal, ficrcc­
looki ng rnPn. 

'' A tra.p ! '' yelled Nipper. '' Fight for it, 
yott chaps ! '' 

'' G-re.at Scott!'' gurgled ~and£ ortl1. 
Before }1e C'ould ra.ise a hand, two of tho 

soldiers gripped him, 4nd tt1ei;r strengt}1 wa~ 
such that the valiant Ed \•;a.rd Os,vald "·11s 
h~lpless. In that moment he re.alised that 
th~c;o soldiers wore Gothla.nders-Ccdric's 
mcn-at~rms and that SC{\ne bet"?een the 
man and girl had oll,,iously bec-11 a fake to 
luro the St. Frank's boJ1s· in to this trap! 

T l-IE f ello\,·s did not lrnow it at the 
timo, btlt the.so Gotl1la11der soldicr3 
had been cttt off in tho general «-e­
trea.t. Fit1ding them5elvc:; tmpped 

,,·ithi11 tl10 city ,va,l!s, tl1cy h.ad sought ~helter 
in the squalid hou5e of .a. n1an wlio \Vo.s ir1 
Cedric's pay-a, Northcstria.n, but a spy. 

Tho ,.,unbry was irlfcst.ed ,vith s1_tch spies. 
Cedric paid well, and he had .alYt·e.ys fot1r1d 
plenty of greedy, tlP..SCrU})Ulous fello\•;s rca.cly 
enough to take his n1onCJ', a11d to supply l1in1 
,vith inforrnation. It \V&S bccattse of these 
sJlies th,at tl1e people had never dared to 
,111t1r111ur .a. word of treason, or to attempt 
o.ny risi11g. No sooner \Y6S such a "'ord 
brea.thc-d, · than the i11forn1a.tiott reached tho 
ea:rs of the local commando.nt-a.11d the cul• 
prit \\'as tortt1rcd or beheaded & & pt1nish­
rnent. Cedric belie,ted in terrorist rule.'. 

'fho figl1t, if it cot1ld be called & fig}1t, 
,vas over ,vithin a. moment or two. 

Fot1r of tho boys h,1.d been st1nrot1ndcd and 
sc•izcd-Handforth, Nipper, Travers and 
,,·aldo. Waldo, tot.he .amazement of tl1e Goth. 
la11ders, l1ad pt1t up a trcrn~ndotts resistance. 
Ho managed to grab hold of a ,,·ooclon tal11c 
which ,vas l)'ing in the courtya:rd, and ,,·ith 
t.h~ ho put in ~ome valiant work l)c-fore 
fina.ll~, bejng subdued by four of tho soldi~rs. 
H'i i strength \\"as a.ma.zing. 
· 1 1 ho other boy3 escaped. Actua.ll~l, tl1c.Y' 

nn\"<'r c-ntered the fight, for they ho.cl bec-r1 
del•a~~ed iri getting into the yard. F11ll \vood, 
A rchio Glenthorne, Chttrch and 1'-lcCl11r~, 
,,,ho hnd ·been about to follow tl1e other~, 
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ha.ltecl. Tl1cy 11acl _ sce11 il10 Gotl1!.nndcr 
aol~licrs springi11g ot1f:, a.t1d t l1ey l1~d seen 
,11eir chums captttrcd. . 

.. Back, yott chaps!'' . r•a.ntecl Ft1llwood. 
'' ,,.,. e' d better keep Ottt of th is!'' 

'' But H.an-dy !'' · ga.spcd Church. '' Look 1 
IIon(ly a11d those other chaps:--'' 

"What's tl10 uso ?'' s11appcd Full\vood. 
•• Thero .arc a dozen of t-l1o·sc ~oldicr~--a.nd if 
,ve bt1ttcd in ,vo should only 110 cillarcd, 
too. \Ve "1'oul(ln't Bta.nd on eartl1ly I 

Church ancl McClt1Te and Arohio rcelised 
the trt1tl1 of this. '11heir in1p11l.so wo,s to 
elfish · in a11cl go to tho trcscuo of their cap­
ttlrcd cl1t1ms; bttt thcro ,vcrro 011 ly eight of 
t hen1~bo,ys-,n.g6inst a dozen ~11cmy sol,diers. 
'l"ho Gothlnndcrs had become a\varc of their 
presence ialrcn..dy, and tl1ey were a.rlve .. ncing. 
It w.ns not ~o,,·~1-rdicc ,,, }1ich c~.t1sed tho boys 
to turn tail ancl bolt; it. \Vas gent1ino diwrc· 
tion. 

Somctl1ing c!l._Ine ht1rtJ ing thro11gl1 the air, 
to crash 11po11 t.l1e cobblPs close to Chwrcl1's 
rt1r1ni11g feet~'ln cnormo11s batt]e-.axe. 

'' This is t.he best tl1i11g wo· can do !'1 p&ntcd 
Full,voocl, o.s he ran. ''We'll get & cro,vd of 
Nortl1estria.ns-a11d then we'll como to tho 
rcccuo ! 011e of us ha,d bettor dash to the 
castle and teil l\,lr. Lee I'' 

''Y cs, rather!'' Mid ChttTch l1rcathlessly. 
"Let's all yell I Wo'll get a l1undred men 
i11 no time, anrl ,vo'll soon -'fCt those cl1aps 
free ! \Ve 00.11 suiriround ll11s lla.rt of tr1e 
town a.nd bot.tle them up I', 

'' They might bo dood 1 '' gro6.ned Mc-Clttro. 
'' Good gad I'' s,aid Archie. '' A frigl1tf11l 

thought, old lad, bttt somehow I don't thi11k 
Jrot1'rc right. If those blightera n1eant to 
kill tho chappies, they wo11lcl ll&Vo killed 
then1 at .once. I oon~t help thinking tl1ore's 
some poisonou3 scheme afoot.'' 

'l'hey d.ashed ot1t into one of t110 main 
thoroughfaTes, shouting oxcit.cd]y, a.ttract.ing 
the cro,vds. 

CHAPTER 7. 
The Captives I 

T IIE fottr prisoner~, without delay, ,vea.--o 
ht1Btled through e. low cloor\va.y in to 
the squ.a.lid dwelling of tho N ortJ1 .. 

·. estrian spy. All the enemy sol.dior3 
c.ame in, and the door was closed a11d bolted. 

,.- Bind them and redttca them to silence I'' 
ordered one of the soldiers, who was ovident-ly 
an officer. .. l'f aith 1 This is a ,·ictory, in~ 
deod ! I vo,v Cedric will rrewaTd tts 1·ichly !'' 

'' You rottera-1'' panted Ranclfort.h, glar­
ing. •• \Vhat a.re you going to <lo ,vith us? 
Ho,v did you get here? Wl1ere <lid yot1 
spri11g from? We thought all yo11 rotten 
Goth I.anders were cleared out of the to"1 n ! '' 

'' Tl1ou art not such a n1igl1ty firebr:a11,l 
as tl1ou wouldcst hn. ,·e t1s bclic,rc, lloJ~, '' 
s11ccrcd the officer. '' By the bones of 8art1~ ! 
These stranger youtl1s are but children-I· 
Where is their ,vondrous magic? Diel· t!1ey 
11ossess s11ch powers · they ,vot1ld no,v £reo 
tl1cmsclves I Bah ! They are as Qrd ina ry as 
the Nortl1estrian dogs_l''· 

']~}10 ~ortlicst rian Sl)Y ,vas l1ovcri11g aJJout 
en.gerly. 

·· rl,l1ot1 J1a.st not o,·crlookcd 1ny re\vard, 
good capt.a in?'' l1c asked . 

'' A m,ttrrintl ttpon ye, pig_!'' snapped tl10 
. captai11. u Tl101t ,,1ilt come with llS. ThY. 
re,v.nrcl s11!tlt follow.'' 

,~ .. A..y, ny 1'' muttc·rcd tl10 spy, ah:nsl1cd. 
'' Yolt si]ly fathead I'' roared Iiandforth._ 

'' Yot1 don't think you can get ,l,vay with 
tl1is, clo you? Y ou'vo only got four of tis,· 
a11d tl1e otl1cr cl1aps will ha,~c l1t1ndreds of_ 
1l1cn round· here in no time t '' 

·''Silence tho youth's tongttc I'' growled tho· 
ca.ptai11. '' l\fet.hinks ,,,o t.arry needlessly •. 
l,ct tis IJcgono l '' 

'l'l-10 boys J1nd no opportt1nity of f urtl1er 
s1)ccc.h, for ro11gh clott1s ,vcre bo11nd over 
t!1cir faces, gagging thc11~. rl'l1eir hands and 
f cct had already been bot1n<l. 'l'hcy ,vcro 
lie I J)less. 

'l'l1e lcaclcr of the Gothland~rs was Cap­
tiair1 Elrccl, ia 111an ,vl10 h-ad held a position 
of soiQc at1thority in Ix,vcll Castlo })rior to 
tl1c stor~i11g of it. Bttt for the fact that he 
an,] l1is · troop l1n<l been hot1nding 011t a .;,­
sup11ose<l traitor at the time of the attack · 
tl1ey ,vould all have fled with the rest. As-~ 
it wa.s, they had been compelled to seek 
l1i<ling. . 

Bt1t Elr~d ,vns a man of resource. lie .. 
hacl waited, believing that he could tnake 
capital ot1t of the sitt1ation. And no,v, be­
,~at1so of his pntier1cc, lie li:ad captured thcso 
fo11r '' stranger youths.'' It ,,·as a triumph. 

Tho f Ollr prisoners, nftcr their first shock, 
,,·ere · mninly a.ware of a sense of relief. 
'_l'l1ey had half-expected to be killed 011t of 
l1and. Ilt.1.t the conversation they had heard 
n lreall~,1 i11f or med the~ that they were to be 
kept alive-kept as capti,,.cs, to ho taken to 
(J()drio tl10 Cr11~l. 

Yet how could these Gothlander soldiers 
possibly escape from Ixwell? Tl1e town was 
already an armed fortress, and the ,~ery_ 
sight of a, Gothlandcr would create a riot.: 
Besides, Chu,·ch a11d McClure and tl1oso 
other ch-aps had got away, and it was cer­
t.a.in tl1at tl1ey ,vould bring l1clp in a fc\V: 
1nint1tcs. 

T}iere ,vasn't really mt1ch to be alarmed 
o.l)out. This l1ouso would bo surrottnded, 
attacked, and rcsc.ue ,vot1ld como quickly.: 
'fl1ese l1iding Gotl1landers lll;ight ha,,.o 
achieved a temporary s11ccess, b11t it would 
surely pro\·e to ho no more. 

"Hasten, J"C sluggards !'' commanded Ca.p­
tnin Elrcd harshly. '' IIoar ye not tho 
clamouring of tho tl1rong? Already tl1e. 
people come, t-hinki11g to seize us l" 

'' Ay, and should they seize llS our shrift, 
n1ct l1i11ks, ,vill ho sl1ort, '' int1ttcred one of 
tho soldiers. 

Tlie boys co111,1 hear t.he s011nds, too-tl10 
cel1oing of sl1outs from outsiflo. Thero 
,vas also the thudding of heavy in1plcments 
t1pon tho back nnd front doors and tl10 
clo~cd sl1ut.t.crs of the ,vindows. The rcscttB 
party 11ad n rri ,,.cd, an<l ,"1rl-s stnasl1ing in .. 

(Conti-nueJ on page_ 24!_) 
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H ALLO, ever3,rbocl~·. Hope you're all etill 
ali,,.e nncl kick:in~ after reading N umb~r 
One of the \l'"EEl(L'\~. By George, it~R 
a ,...,.011der that nt1mber t,,,o has e,·cr 

como out. In betwee11 times, my Iifo has been a 
misery. llinute after minute I l1n,re been 
pestered by fcllo,,~s sho,..,-cri11g criticism upon me 
-acl\.·orse and other,vi~e. :P.lostly nct\'··crso, I,m 
nfraill, for I onlJP seem t.o remombr-r 0110 cl1ap 
pr:1ising tl10 fir~t isst1e of tl1e ,\.,.F~EKL Y. Tl1at 
'\\·aH yot1ng Teddy Long-, ancl lie '"'n-nt.ed to 
borrow two bob. Ho didn't get tl1c t.wo bob, and 
lie ,,·ent ot1t of tl10 editorial sa11ctum qt1icker 
thar1 l10 cumo in. 

Ho\\'"0\"Cr, I a1n in no wise worried. It'A 
jealous)", of co11rse. 'l1 l1e otl1er cliaps are jenlot1s 
to tl1ink tl1at m~p ,vr~EKL Y l1as caused S\lCll fl, 

sensation in jot1rnalistic circlos. I ttnderst.and 
tl1nt there l1a,,.o boon minor stampedes in Fleot 
Street. Hard-bitten journal--
ists l1av·o fot1gl1t to get a look PICTURED 

No. 1. Arnold McClure. 
11·hat. u:011ld yo1t do "if you 1cere ltea.dniaster of 

6't. Frank's for si."C 1nont1ts? 
Declare a six mon tl1s' holida ,,, . ... 

11· ho t8 your fa1Jouri.te mast-er ? 
~1r. '\"illtes-l!e lent 1ne sixpence l"esterday. 

Do yotl. thinl: yoit're good af, r1ame!J ? 
\~/ell, I beat Cl1urcl1y nt t-iddley-\\· inks 

ot l1cr nigl:a t. 
' A re !/OU co11ten,ted u·f tli 1-lf e 'I 

N{}. I object to being mistaken-.for a puncl1-
bal! e\·crJr da)'· 

1J-"hal ·is your 'ideal ? 
I~:. 0. Handfort.h-wit.11 his fist.s Etrappecl 

bel1ind l1is bacl( .. 

ll.hat i8 your fat~o,,rit~ pastime ? 
Do<lging tl1e af oremcntionod fists. 

PROVERBS ll.hat do you thi'tik of the 
a.t tlie WEEKLY, and ,,,.11011 ------------~~_..,...,._, 

ll. lJEI(L l"". 
I'm a, bolio\ror in '' discre. 

t.jon is tl1e bot.tor part of 
1talot1r.'' 

tl1ey l1a,,.e seen it promptly 
collapsed - o,,.crcomo v;itl1 
adzniration, of course. 

I bclicvo tl10 fellov_rs ore 
ratl1er hurt, also, becnt1sc I 
,,.:ouldn't publish nny of tl1oir 
efforts i11 tl1c ,, ... EEKL Y. I 
lt110,v it seems l1ard-l1cnrted 
and callous, but of tor all, n11 

l~ditor mt1St co11sidor l1iR 
J)ttblic. •1•110 p11blic wnnt tlie 
l>e:..;t, and tl1nt is ,Yl1y 1110,·e 
,vritten ev·er)·tlli11g lll)'sclf. 
Ho,vo\Tcr, l1n,1'ing bocn inl1n~ 
dated ,,·itl1 ton.-:; nnd tons of 
:P.ISS. l,).,. tl10 cl1aps, I expect 
I sl1nll bo al,lo to 11ic1'~ out one 
or t-,, ... o ,vorth~ ... of pt1blicatic)n 
aftor I l1n,ro tinl~P-red nl)ot1t 
,vitl1 tl1cm. I llR\"C ordcrc(t u 
gross of blt10 pc11ciJs for tl1i8 
pt1rpose, a11d tli~)" will nppcnr 
in <l \to co11r~e. 

,--
) -----

--
Yottrs cheerilv·, ••r~ooh befo1·c 1101« le,,p.'• Jimmy Potts 

E. 0. 11:a\NDFonT11. didn't-and that was his mislortune. 

liT hat is t!te best 71alkit. 
you've seen, lately ? 

William Napoleon Browne 

lVJ,a.t YJould you do tJ yoi, 
tt'e·re left a for tune 1 

Dio of l1eart f ailuro. 

1t·h-at' s been your nio.9t pleas­
ant el--perience of the week ? 

l~sin~ Tedd~1 J ... 011g as a 
foot l,all. Ho c"1llod me 
Scotch because· I '1'0ltldn't 
gi,10 l1im tlin.t ti,11ner ?.Ir. 
, \:" i ll,os 1011 t n1e. 

A n,d your most 1.,11.pleasan.t 
cxpcrieiice 'I 

Having to nns,vcr tl1~se 
qt1ostion8 \\rl1en I knc,,v I'm 
going to got n tl1iclt et1r for 
tcllin~ tl10 trlttl1. 

ll3-" George ! You 'ro rig I, t 
t l1ero. Biff ! 
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2 'S 
How to Play Cricket ~/ ~~ 

T HE noble art of cricket BOWLING ,,- _ ~ 
can be divided into _The bo~lor's job is to hit the -~) 
three phases: batting, wicket with the ball •. All good f7,.~ 
bowling and fielding. bowlers do it. Yon must not · ;~----;¾~ .. -~ ......... _ 

:;:~::awhgf e~h~ . ~a~e thra: b~ir~nth;o~!0 tJd~ t:~~h: ~ '.:i,;, .... ~/"\"!~--~>:19i;.::::I{--.:;::::?::::::::~::::;.;:::::::!:i:::\:::!:\\/?:i:: 

l~nown as all rounders Fattv human windmill and hurl t,he · ·=~::=::~==:;?:=::::::::4:::~::;/:: 
Little is not included in this leather ~o that 1~t shatters t.he ·\:{/J:)\:)}((/:t(?({<:f · 

~ ~ : •: •:<,: •:•:-: •:•:• ~ ,:-: • ~• :• :•:• :, ••~•:•~•:•:I••:•:•~•~•:• I•:•:-: 
category. wicket and the batsman's 'i:-~-.::>-:;::::::/):=;::::::/::;::::::::::!:=?;::::=·> 

I am an all-rounder myself, hopes at tl1e same time. How THE STORY BEGA-'?. 
although Nipper, captain of the It is a good idaa to take a TRAOKETT GRL'1, the Jamoua,fdeleotlm6, 
St. Frank's Junior Cricket XI. run up to t-he bowling croo...qe to r~ceives a vi.sit from l{nock-knee,aJveitWtt, 
doesn't seem to realise it. Ile gain - the necessary impetl.1s tlie Ki1i.g of London's iinderu"orld. _ N"eB.t,i,U 
absolutely refuses to let me witl1 which to propel the ball. gets Grim at his mercy, an.cl demt.i11.dlJ.~tJN. 
bowl, pointing out the fa.ct that Classy bowlers mark the begin- Biltor, jeu,els, worth a cool million~ q1ti1JJ:. · · .. 
I am supposed to bowl them ning of tl1eir run by digging a --- .!. • 

out not knock them out. By hole in the ground-not too big, · A 01tm TRIUlfPH ! '. ~~-
Oeorge, how potty! If I or you might fall dc,w11 it-or '' I ,v ... -\NT tho jewels I•• ~-:·· 
wanted to knoclt 'em out I by placing a cap on the gras~. Kn?ck-kne(!d . Nesbitt, ".Jtl1e 
should use my fists not spoil In the latter instance it is arl- machine.gun 1n his ha,nd"".·po1-ntod 
an expensive loather ball. visable to uso somebody else's menacingly at the beo.rti of· 

cap in case you trea<;l on it. Tracl{ctt Gri1n, repeated tho wolds 
BATTING 

We'll take batting first. The 
batsman's job is to score runs. 
It's easy, really. All you've got 
to do is to hit t.be ball a mi~ty 
slosh with your bat. The 
harder you hit, the -better­
there are .Plenty more be.ts in 
the shops if you should brealt 
one or two. Scoring all your 
runs by means of boundaries 
will save you the awr ul fag of 

• running. 
The wl1ole art of run-getting 

is to place the ball between the 
fielders. Easy enough if your 
eyesight is sufficiently good 
to see where they're standing. 
Another point to remember : 
the successful batsman never 
lets the ball hit the wicl,et. 
What the dickens is the bat 
for but to prevent that r 

Practise malting the ball spin J1arshly. < 
so that it breaks a few dozen Tl1e world famous detectivo ··sllI'tlggod 
yards. The batsman, thinking a magnificent shrug. · ·.] · · 
tha~ you're absent-mindedly '' All right, Nesbitt, yon've 1 -got mo 
bowling to somebody in tho beaten 1 ,, he acknowledged. r:-·'. ' ' The 
next field, won't attempt to jewels are in the safo 
play the ball. ,vatch his dial over tl1ere. I'll got them 
when it ct1ts in, whizzes past £01· you.'• 
his bat and knocli:s the bails Tl1e detective walked 
flying. slowly towards the huge 

safe which stood in one ·==:i==--

FIELDING 
Fielding is a mucl1 neglected 

part of cricket-yet it is an es• 
eential factor in the winning of 
matches. Of course, it is 
easy-merely a matter of stop• 
ping the ball ·when the batsman 
hits it. It is best to do this 
with the hands ; stopping t.he 
Jeather witl1 the shins or the 
body or the head is user ul but 
not to be rccommendod. 

cornerof tl1e consulting- .;ijini. 
room. He lool{ocl liKe ii~ 
one wl10 realises 110 is ~;;c:~==;:;::;;:>-:~:_~r"\-,~--
utterly beaten - yet 
actually his massive, 
super-charged b r a i n 
was working in top gear. 
Grim was only acting 
-and so marvellously 
tl1at the crook was com­
pletely taken in. Little 
ilid he st1spect, as ho 
followed Orim towa-rds 

Sometb1Df WYllu~ 
safe and j seat .. 1 

·. ·acmec& t; 
============== ============-=-=-=-=-=-===--=- tl10 safe, that he W&.9 

soon to trip over t.he cord the dctootiiv.e EXCHANGE AND MART 
FOR SALE.-A ~lendid 

bike, in perfect condition ex­
cept for missing rear wheel and 
handlebars. Frame slightly 
be11t. \Vhat offors ?-Apply 
'l,ornmy Watson, Remove Form. 

SOl\lETHING FOR NOTH. 
ING.-Walter Church, of Study 
D, l1as a guaranteed nose• 
1·t1nning, eye-watering, s11per­
sneozing cold wl1ich he is willing 
to give to a.n:ybody who cares 
to call for it. 

\V ANTED.--.:\ decent second• 
hand cricket bat. "\Villing to 
poy 3d. down and IJd. per 
,vcck:. J:i"'irst instalment gunran• 

toed if seller calls to-morrow 
morning before the tnckshop 
opens.-Apply Chubby I-Iont.h, 
'fl1ird Form. 

GENUINE BARGArn.-A 
remarkable '' Scratchit '' f Oltn­
tain pen that writes and blots 
at the same time. ,vILLING 
TO SACRIFICE for li!·d.­
Inquiries to E, Snipe, Romova 
Form. 

SPECJl\IEN JIUNTERS.­
Aclcl to your collection o. large, 
antiquated kipper of l">RICE­
LESS value. Co\1ld be stuffed, 
and wot1ld suggest pl~cing it, in 
a glass caRe.-Call at Study B, 
Remo,~o Passago. 

J1eld up his sleeve ! 
Grim halted in front of tho snfe~•iand 

he noticed witl1 a concoaJod smi1o oof · 
satisfaction tl1at I{noclt•kneed Nc$6itt -· 
was standing immediately behind ·hitn. · 
Doxterously he turned tho knobs -:and 
tho dials on the safe door. 

Then suddenly 110 stepped back •·a.nd 
ducked q11ickor tl1an lightning._ Al~he 
samo moment the door of tl1a . fe 

• • opened ,vitl1 a rush, and from the m. or 
flasl1ed 011t a long sprina arm w1t.h a 
leather-padcled end-you know, liko,ona 
of those '' test your pl1nch i, things at 
)"OU see on piers. It hissed over a, 's 
head and caught the crook in the tummY, 
hurling l1im across the room with s,.1ch 
f orco tl1nt he went clean tl1rol1gh tlio 
wall. 
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ASTER CRIMINA~-
• 

A super-super detective-thriller story, 
specially written by the . world-famous 
~ author, E. O. HANDFORTH. 

. :t.Trackett Grin1's whoop of triumph 
cl1anged to one of consternation when he 
saw this. 

. '.'' Hi, look w11at yo1.1've done, you road 
kog ! ,, ho bcllo,ved indignantly to the 

. doubled-up form of .N.e8.bitt as it somer­
sn1_1lted into the adJ01n1ng room, where 
Splinter wa::1 indulging in J1is favourite 
meal of tripe and onions. '' You needn't 

,. think you're going to get away with thist 
·-yeu house-wrecker. I shall send the bill 
. td your solicitor I '' 

··,-But Knocl(-kneecl Nesbitt did not hear 
tl1at terrible tl1reat. He was '' out ' 1 to 
the wide. Even the fact that his size ton 
boko was reposing ungraccf ully among 
the boiled onions failed to bring him 
round. 

-- -
•• ,Vhat's happened 

--
1

' began Splinter. 
His famous master 

shuddered and stepped 
f"'1""'...___~ back ten yards as the 

whiff of oniony breath 
: hit his finely chiselled 

~~- nostrils and caused 
them to quiver as 
though recoiling from 
a sledge•hammer blow. 

'' Splinter,,. lie said 
admonishingly, ''kindly 
avert your head to 
starboard wl1en talking, 
or fetch me my gas-
mask. ,, 

The boy I o o It e d 
abashed, and twisted 
his neck rot1nd till it 

·. sq11enked in shrill protest. 
'' Sorry, guv'nor,'' he o.pologised, 

speakin~ from behind himself, so to 
·speak. ' But what's happened ? What's 
thiB bloke mca-n by lJutting in nnd wash­
ing himself in my dinner ? ,, 

~ed out or the 
the crook flying 
lte room. 

'' l\Iy boy, tl1is base scalleywag tried to 
steal t110 Bilton jc,vels. But he and his 
moth.eaten gang shall suffer for th~ir 
temerity in daring to cros~ swords with 
mo. Nesbitt's coming here gives me 
t.he opportunity of bringing to bo~k 
tl1e wl1ole of London's Underworld 1n 
one fell swoop ! '' 

Spli11ter tool~ five mint1tes to recover 
his brcatl1 nfter this au<lacious state• 
ment. 

" Ilow ? !! he queried excitedly at 
--1nst. 

( Contint,ed ae foot of next colit1nn.) 

11ANDFORTH'8 WEEKLl' 13 

CI .ASS-ROOM CLIPPINGS . 

Y UNG CHING, the Chinese 
junior of the Remove, 
is a _ scream when it 

• • comes to conJt1r1ng. 
\Vhen llr. Crowell ,vas called 
away from the class-room Ching 
proceoded to produce va.rious 
articles out -of his neighbo11r's 
e-.r. One of them waq a. fat­
looking sausage. Fatty Litt.lo 
pounced upon it and started to 
chew it-and then ga\"'e s howl 
of dismay when ho found t!1at 
t,he '' sausage 1

' was a chunk of 
rt1bber • 

., 

Mr. Crowell's pet aversion is 
rats. Ho gets the wind up sky 
high at eight of one. Berna.r<l 
Forrest brought a toy one into 
t,he class-room and put it on 
Crowell's desk when he wasn't 
looking. You ought to ha'\t·e 
seen old Crowsfeet when he 
spotted it ! He gavo a gurgling 
cry and tried to climb 11p the 
cupboard, but only st1cceeded 
in bringing the wl1ole thing 
down on top of him. Forrest, 
the rotter, wouldn't own up, and 
the whole Form was detained, 
Rats! 

• • • 
Talking of pet aversions, mine 

is Teddy Long. ::\Iy foot always 
itches when I seo him-and the 
other day when I saw him 
copying from his neighbour's 
exercise book it itched (my foot, 
I mean) so much that I couldn't: 
resist booting him. He l"elled, 
of course-aloud-and I l1nd 
old Crowell down on me like tl 
ton of hot bricks. Painf\.11 
memories. I say, anybody ~ot 
a sure cure for the prevention 
of itching feet ? If so, send it 
along. 

'' I shall rlisguise m)' ... solf as 
Knock-kneed Nesbitt and go to 
his lair in Limehouse! ,, an• 
nounced T1 .. ackett Grim thunder­
ot1sly. " Quiclt, Spli11 ter ! Bi11d 
and gag Nesbitt-altl1ough he 
won't recover for a week at 
least-and tl1cn bring me my 
make-up cabinet.'' 

Half an hour later Knock­
kneed Nesbitt left the detec­
tive's holtse. At least, it looked 
lilte Nesbitt. .t\ctually it wu-s 
Trackett Grim-no lo11gcr tl1e 
master-detective, but now tl10 
master-criminal ! 

(To be cont-i,iued.) 

Stanley W e.ldo was demon­
strating his strength tl1e otl1er 
day. He grabbed hold of Fat,ty 
Litt.le's desk-wit.h Fa.tty sit­
ting in it--and lifted it abot1t 
tl1ree feet off the gro1md. 
Somebod;y jokingly shouted 
'' Cave I ' Waldo dropped the 
deslc like B hot brick on to Jimmy 
Potts' t-0e ; Fatty landed with 
such a bump that he broke the 
scat; and· the inkwell shot its 
contents over Archie Glen­
thorne's brand new twelve• 
gt1inca suit. And when Mr. 
'\Vilkes came in e.nd saw the 
damaged ·desk, he promptly 
ordered Fatty to go on diet and 
reduce his weight. Poor old 
Fatty I 

• • • 
Old Corney Trotwood gets 

deaf er and deafer every day 
It was geography lesson, and 
Mr. Crowell asked him to name 
some races of people in IndiB. 
Corney looked very surprised, 
then walked out of the room and 
returned with a pair of braces. 
He thought Crowell had said, 
'' Bring some braces in here.'' 
However, they came in handy, 
as it happened. Mr. Crowell 
promptly collapsed with a dozen 
pink fits, and broke his ow11 
braces in the process. So Corney 
came in usefttl for Qbout the 
first time in his life. 

A LOT OF BOSH ! 
By E. O. H. 

T HERE is no truth in the 
rumour-started lJ y 
Teddy Long~that the 
wooden class-room 

desks at St. Frank's are to be 
scrappe<l and o.rmchairs and 
small tables substituted. A jolly 
good idea-but what a hope ! 

From the same source comes 
a statement to the effect that 
Archie Glenthorne is not buying 
any more toppers bec.ause I'm 
always bashing them in. Rot 
and piflle ! Archie is one of the 
best, and he wottldn't do me ot1t 
of my daily dose of exercise. 

Fatty Little is not fa.sting, a,s 
stated by .t\.rtl1ttr Hubbard. 
Fancy starting a silly tale like 
that jus~ because Fa,tty di(ln't 
cat anythi11g for half an hour on 
end 1 

Tl10 rumour that my minor 
l1asn't borro,vod from me for 
tl1rco days is utterly _without 
fotmdat.ion. I know this to my 
cost-literally ! 
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IT. FRANK'S IN THE LISTS! 
(Conti11ucd from page 21.) 

"The taper, fool !'' said Elrcd, sv.·inging 
rour1d upor1 tl1e spy. 

'l,hc nian thrust a crude taper into the fire 
and ignited it. A )1 ello,"· Oare rcsultccl, and, 
_leading the '\\":8)", the spy ,·anisl1ed do,vn a 
dark pass.age, tl,e floor <>f ,vhich was rough 
and unc\"cn. Tl1c soldiers follo,\·ed, carry• 
ing tl1cir prisoners bodil:y. 

'l"'he passage \\"as not Jong; another door 
'\\'as opened. a11d the spy - 1nade his v;ay 
do,\·n bOme ratnEhncklc steps. lJc soon stood 
in a lo-.v cellar. 'l,hc pince \\·as filled "·ith 
an earth))· stncll, and 1t ,,·as danJp and un­
invit-i11g. 

'l1he Gothlandcrs follo,ved, the ca.pti Yes 
being roughly tl1n1blcd do\'""n. Tl1cJ· suE-­
tained one or t\\·o ugly bruises during ~ho 
1>roccss, and by now· tl1cy '"·ere bec?n11ng 
sligl1tly alarmed. What- ,vas tl1e 1nl!an1ng of 
th is strange 111ove ? They could 11ot. t,ndcr-­
sta nd ,vhy tl1e;~ v.·cre brought do,vn into tliis 
noiso1r10 cellar. 

Bttt tl1c'\' soon kne,v tl1c trttth. 
Elrcd \\·as the last to enter, ond l1e 

£ccurely closc,l the door after him, bolting 
it. Do,,\·11 in tl1c cellar the otl1cr soldiers 
,verc lighti11g a nu111bcr of flaring torches 
fro1n the single taper, and soon the dark-
11css ,vas co111plctely dispcllccl. Tl1e torches 
tlar~d noisil_y1 scncling forth great flun1cs and 
clouds of sn1okc. 

And now tlic spy hca,rcd ngainst tlic Or,· 
parcntly solic) ,,Tn.ll, 011t.l a part of it rnovcd 
l>ack sll1g8 ishl~~, rc,·caling a 11n rro,v stor!u 
passage ,vhich dripped ,,·ith n1oisture. 

One by on•~ the bo_ys ,vere oarriC'd tlirough. 
'l'hcy were not so confider1t no\,·. 'fhcrc 

,vaa a secrt't exit. from this hottsc ! 1."'hcy 
'\\·ere ucing taken along tlJis m)~terious 
tunnel to a n1orc secure prison~ no doubt.­
nntl this ,,·ould 111ea11 that the rescue party 
,,_-oulcl be baffled l 

\\'hC'n t-hc last Got l1l_anclcr l1acl 1>a~~ecl into 
tr1c tnnr1cl Elrcd clo~C'd the door. And 110,v 
ro111111c·11ced a n1a.rch i 11 to tlJc tin !{110,vn. l t 
,vas an eerie, uncon1f ortablc ex}Jericnce. 
'l'hc air in t.l1c tunnel ,vas fot1l, and n1adc a-11 
the fouler l1v the 11oxiot1s f t1u1cs from the .. 
flaring torcht's. 

In placps the tunnlll ,vas so lo\v tl1at tl1e 
ginr1t Gothla11c1er soldiers ~oulc.l hflrdly 
squeeze tl1rough. Gasping and spluttering 
nncl cursing, they forced their captives nlo·ng 
,vith tlicm. By no,v Nipper and Handforth 
a11d \\!a)<lo and 'fravcrs liad l1ad t.11(\ir l,J.g 
bonds cut, and tl1e)" ,,·ere cornpl'llcd to \Ynlk. 
'l'hcir caJltor:; sa,v no rc·a.so11 ,vhy they· 
shoulcl contir111e to carry tl1c four boys. 

'I~hc tunnel sec111eti endle~s. It ,vas cvi-
rlc11tly of grcnt nnt.iquit~,, tho sidPs ancl roof 
bl'ing crudcl.v rnad~· of stone. It ,von11d this 
way and that. s0111ctin1cs dipping stccpl)', 
somctitncs rising. Ilt1t its gcncr-.nl direction 
scarce1:r varietl. 

Act.uallv this tunnel \\'as nn ancient ... 
nc111cduct-n relic of bJ·go11c centuric-s. It 
11 n cl l)f\f\ n bu i !+:. more or less on the llon1 nn 
,-.rincit)lc, nnd it had bee11 origina.11,y usc<l to 

o:irry ,vater int.o Ixwel]. For many year8, 
hoVtye\"er. it had bcPr1 allo,\·cd to crun1ble 
into neglect. Recently it had bcer1 utilised 
by the Gothlandcrs for spying purposes; it 
had pro,·idcd an excell~nt rncans of gc-tting 
in and ot1t of the to\\·n · in secret. 

Cu11ningl,y had Elrcd tar·ried in lxwell. 
l{no,\-i11g that. be could escape so easily by 
ti1is tunnel, he l1:ad deliberately laid low. 
No,v his schcn1ing \Y!l:, re,Yarded, for lie ,vas 
C5caping ,vitl1 four valttuble priso11ers. 1'ho 
capture of four Northcstri.a11s ,,~ould have 
rncant little or nothing. But, the captt1rc of 
tl1esc four }~r1glish UO)'S n1ight well turn tlte 
,\'hole tide of y;arf are i11 the king's favour ! 

N ELSON LEE l1card tho extraordinary 
story after l1e bad just como a,vay 
fron1 an llttdicnce with Princess 
Mcrcia and Eth~lbert tl1e l'ted. 

It sounded like an absurd rt1n1our. llo,v• 
ever, he lost no time in hurryi11g to that 
part of tht°' to,,·n ,vhcrc the excitc111ent ,vas 
at. fc\'er .ti(."at. On the Wl\:}' lie 111ct I. ... ord 
Dorrin1orc and llr. \\titkcs, nr1<l bot}1 of 
then1 ,vcrc looking grave. 

'' It~s pretty bad, old man," sai<l Lord 
Dorrir11orc bluntl:y. '' Ji'our · of our chaps 
l1avo been collared !" 

Nelson Lee listened \\·ith a f rq,vr1 as 
Dorrie gave h1~ the facts. 

'' And tl1csc boys declare tl1at Nip1>er and 
llandforth and 'l,ra vers and \Valtlo .,vero 
~cized JJy (Jothlandcr sol<liers ?''·he asked at 
lengtl1. '' 'l'hey ,~·ere set upon in a back• 
,vat er a11<l taken i11to a }1ousc? '' 

'' Jt sounds prct-ty steep .. clocsn't. it?" said 
~fr. \\' i 1 k e:-1. · · I co u J d n' r be l i c v c it a t fi r~ t. 
\\"!Acre did tlicsc t)nc111y soldiers co111e f roru, 
an)'·ho\.v? But the fact ren1ai11s, Lee, 
that tl1c l1ouso has bl1Cr1 surrounded, brokl!Jl 
into and sca.rchcd-and tl10 fot,r boj·s arc 11ot 
there. Neitlacr are t!·1c (~otl1ja11der solcliers. 
'.fhcv all sf'c111 to ha vc ,:-anisl1cd into thin . .. 
air!,, 

•''I.hey coui<In't 11ave cscupc<l by the 
orclioary n1c-ar1s, eitlaer, '' 11ut in Dorrie. 
.. '1'hc house l:,16 bct·n t111der obser\' a tion 
practically the whole tir11e. It's n. myster)·. ,, 

\Vhcn Nelson Lee urri,·0tl at tl1c l1ou~c 
he found it s,v:1.1·111ing ,\·ith excited 
Nortl1c~trians. 1'hc 11laec hncl been se,irched 
f r·on1 n tt ic to cell&U r, l>ut 11otlaing l1ad Lce11 
rliscovercd. 

"Looks as it J·ou ,..-ere rigl1t about keeping 
the bo~·s in tl1e ca.qtlc,H said Mr. \\'"'ilkc.s. 
'' rl,hcr,:?'s r,o guarnr1tcc of safet~,. nIJ)"\\'lierc.n 

'' I tl1ink thi~ is u. V('ry £ .. xce11tio11al case,'' 
replied Nelson J.,l'e. '' In the first place, t.he 
IJOl"S ,verc tricked U)~ a si111 pie, l>ut c:le,·,!r, 
rttse. Arid it's laitlrdly likely that t.licro \\·ill 
be an_y other Gothlanut1r soldiers in lx\\'cll. 
N o,v, let's krw,v exact lj· \,·here \Ye sta11d. 
1~}10 lx>vs \Vl're l1rat1ght into tl1is house, anu 

w l ,, tl1c:r ,vere 11ot. 8ccn to cave. 
''They coul{l11't l1,;1vc left!'' protested 

Dorrie. '' 1·hcr~ ,,.t'rc a doze11 · enemy 
soldiers-in fttll ttniform. If those fello\\·~ 
had tried to get- a\va:v they ,vould ha,·c be<. .. n 
~potted on all sides:,, 
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"Yet t!1ey are not in the l1ot1sc now,'' saitl 
Lee. '' Tl1en it follows that tl1ey n1ust have 
escaped by sen10 secret means. \Vo shall 
l1avo to make a very thorough search." 

He ,,,asted little or no time on the hottse 
itself, but coi1fincd his attentions to the cellar. 
Here ho did not fail . to note the odot1r of 
stale burning, and he looked at Lord 
Dorrimore gravely. 

'' Torches 1'' he said. '' Tho Gothlander 
soldiers camo do,vn into this cellar bearing 
torches, arid ,vo can take it for gra11ted tl1nt 
tl1e boys ,vero ,vith them. There's a secret 
exit here some,vhcre, Dorrie. It ot1ght not 
to be difficult to find." 

It ,vas11't. 
Dorrie declared that he ,vot1ld never havo 

found it in a mo11th of Sundays; but Nclso11 
Lee, ,Yho ~'as experienced in st1ch things, hit 
t1po11 the secret after only ten mintites carcfttl 
search. 

There ,vas a tiny, almost imperceptible 
cre,,.ice bet\\·ecn some of tho stones, and, 
tracing this crevice, Lee discovered that it 
almost fol'med a square. 

Pushing and heaving, he at last hit upon 
tl10 correct section ,vhich answered · to 
prcsst1rc. The ci1nning]y .. made sto11e door 
rolled open, rc,reali11g tho black tunnel. 

'' By the Lord Ilarry !" ejaculated Lord 
Dorrimare. 

Tl1ey plt111ged in, and Lee, with an electric 
to1·ch, l1ad a li:ee11 look rot1nd. 

'' This part of tl1e tunnel is fairly ne,v, 
Dorrie,'' he said brisgly, '' but further on, 
l-"OU see, it is quite different. An old aqtte• 
dt1ct, by the look of it. The end of it must 
ha,?c been converted so that it opened into 
that cellar .. But ,ve ne~dn't waste any time 
on co11jcctures; ,,·c know that tho boys ,vere 
taken along tl1is tt1nncl, so we'd better 
l1t1rry ." 

AT last. the four captives "·ere granted a 
respite. 

'fhey had been forced along this 
apparently endless tunnel for ages-or 

so it seemed to them. Half-choked by the 
bad air ancl the ft1mes from the torches, they 
J1ad been dri,·cn along by their brtttal captors. 
Not a moment's rest had tl1ey bcc-n allowed. 
'l'he lcathe1· thongs wero "biting into th~ir 
lvrists, and they ,vere half-suffocated by the 
cloths "·hich ,vere bound round their faces. 

Now, after ,vhat had seemed an eternity, 
they emerged from the tttnnel-to find them­
selves in a rocky gully, the sides of ,vhich 
1·ose steeply. All round the gully_, at the 
summit, the edge ,vas fringed by dense trees 
and bushes. 'l,he boys judged that they ,vere 
a considerable dista11ce from Ixwe]l. Tl1oy 
must l1a,,e travelled some miles undergro1111d 
-and it ,vas a certainty, in any case, that 
they ,vcrc no,v ,vell beyo11d tl1e Northestrian 
lines. 

That il1is ,vas so ,vns proved shortly a£ter­
,varrls lly the arrival of a strong force of 
Gotl1land soldiers, a1l mou11tcd. There ,vas 
a Jlltmber of spare horses, too. 

'' 'I-J1011 hast done ,velJ, Elred l '' one of- the 
Gotl1landers 1vas saying in a gloati1Jg voice. 

"l'faith ! The ki11g ,vill be ,vell pleased ,vith 
ye!" 

He survey€d the pi-isoners mocki11gly. 
"Tl1ero ,vill be no hindrance ?'1 nsked 

Elred. '' These c111·sed Northestrians havo 
not risen in tho ,-illages and hamlets throt1gl1 
,vl1ich \Ye mt1st pass 1'' 

''Nay·, ,,·e aro be:yond the lin1its of tho 
Nortl1cstrin11 forces,'' replied tl1e other 
officer. " 1'he road is · clear to Dunsta11e. '' 

'' 'l1hen 011 to Dt111stanc 1" shouted Elred 
fiercely. · 

Kot l1aJf nn hol1r nfter the cavalcade had 
mo,·ed off fron1 - tl1e gully, Nelson Lee and 
I~rd Dorrin1ore, ,vith a nt1mber of St. 
Frank's fello\VS a11d cro,vds of Nortl1estrians 
,,,ith the~, e111crged frorn the tu1111el. 

Lee read t.ho ·sto1·y tl1at the ground plainly 
told him-tho marks of many horses' hoofs. 

"I'm afraid ,ye're too late, Dor1·ie, '' said 
Lee_ grin1ly. '' The Gothlander soldiers have 
g,)t a ,v a~,.." 

Only Nelson Lee and Lord Dorrimoro 
climbed the 1~ocky pass ,vhicl1 Jed out of the 
gt1lly. From the summit they could look 
do,vn upon a fair stretch of countryside. And 
they l{nc,v at once that they were beyond the 
limits of tl1e rebel lines. · 

'' Tl1is is bad, old mu11,'' said Lee gra,·ely. 
"Those bol-S ha,·e · t1r1doubted]y been tal,e11 
into Dunstane to Cedric himself. I hardly 
dare thir1k ,vl1at ,vill befall the1n." 

'' Cedric ,,,.on't dare to harm tl1em," said 
Dorrie q11ickly. 

"Ho is a brtttal man-a man of sudder1 
}lassions, 1' replied Lee. "He may take it i11to 
his head to ,·ent hi~ vengeance - upon them. 
On the other hand, his advisers ,viii probably 
make him see reason. Those fot1r boys a1·e 
,·aluable hostages. Let us hope that "~e shn-11 
be able to get them back, Dorrie. B.ut I am 
afraid that this sitttation will make a 11ery 
great diff crence to the ,vhole campaign.''· 

CHAPTE-R 8. • 

Cedric's Ultimatum I 
-

A TT ~\. ,,1ULF THE TERRIBLE, his eyes 
glo,vi11g ,vith fierce satisfaction, patt~d 
the tra,,.el-stained Elrcd 011 the 
shot1lder. 

'' Wait J·e l1ere in this ante.chamber,'' he 
6aid. ''I will acqt1aint the king. I make no 
doubt that he will b·e mightily pleased to 
g1·ant ye an at1dience, that he may hear this 
goodly tale from thine own lips.'' 

'' I a,vait, n1y lord,'' said. Elred, saluting. 
Att.a,•lt1lf passed thro11gh the imposing 

arched door,vay into the council chan1ber­
,vhere Cedric the Cruel sat in a great chair, 
1noodily stari11g through a near•by ,vindow. 

'' \Vhnt no,v. Atta,vulf ?'' he demanded, 
glo,,,.eri11g 11pon tl1e overlord. ., Tell me not 
ill ne,,9 s ! llave I not heard enough?" 

'' Yet, ~ire, it is right that tl1ou shouldst 
l1e.a1· the ill 11e,vs ,vith the good."' 

'' I'faith, thou art a \\"it!" E-n~ered the king. 
" Tl1011 speakest of good ne,vs a11d I vow 
there is uo such thing 11

~ 



'
1 NUMBER NOUGHT ! '' A gripping story of ba.ffiing mystery. 

•i {)uc of !11)" o\vr1 n1en-at-nrms, a11 officer of 
g·cu<ll.Y rccoi'lt, a\\·aits in tl1e a11te-cha111ber," 
i;~,.rl .t\tta\,·u1f. '' He bringeth a story ,vhich 
,\·ill plc•ase th~c, sire. ,1v·11e11 I tell )·e traat 
IoLtr of the stra11ger youths have been 
ca1Jtt1red, a11d a1"e eve11 no,v within t11is castle --u 

"\\~lint say ye?" sl1ot1t-ed tho king, 
s1Jri 11ging to t1is feet~ 

_ lfc seized Atta,,·ulf fierce)~·, and Red,vold 
tl1e llt1t-hless, crossi11g from one ef the other 
big ,,.-ir1clows, had an expressio11 of nmazenient 
011 his face. 

"IJring this ma11 l1it.her !" ordered the kir1g1 

l1is \\~l1olc n1a1111cr cha11ging. •· By my 
marro,v and by nay bones I If ,vhnt thou 
saJ·cst is trt1c, Attnw11lf, then tl1e tide is 
indeed tu1·nin~ ir1 our favottr J Bring me this 
li:11a \·e forth¥l1th !'J 

Elrcd ,,·as permitted to enter, and he stood 
a,ved before tl1e king. He was uncomfortably 
co11sciot1s of his dusty, uncouth appearance; 
fur tho kirig nnd his advisers ,,·ere attired in 
111ttch finery, and this npartme11t -,vae spotless. 

'' \\.,.l,at is this I heart•' demanded the 
king, ,,·ith almost fierce eagerness. '' ls't a 
fact t.hut fot11· of the stranger_ J·ouths l1a ,,.e 
IJee·11 captl1red and ha,re been brought to 
Du11stane ?" 

'' It is so, )10t1r Majesty," said Elred. 
'' By St. Att.altts ! Bri111r tl1e~e youtl1s - to 

111c !'' shoutt•d tl1e kir1g. '' But wait I How 
llid l"e accomplish this tl1ing, knave? .1\.11d 
\\-l1enc.·e came ye, nr1d how?" -

'' I am from l4\\·elJ, sire." 
'' From Ix,vell, say ye 1"' exclaimed tl1e kinf.rr 

sharply. '' Bt1t · I am told that lxY,el , 
e11couraged bl' these stra11gers, has revolted." 

'' Ay, >tis t1·'t1e, sire!'' replied El red. 4
' But 

\\"l1cn tl1e Northcstrinn rab·b)e stormed the 
fortress and the castle, I deemed it my dt1ty 
to stay. \Vith n dozen mer1-nt-arn1s, I co11-
cealed rn:rself in tl1e home of a spy. Hidden 
thus, I remained in tl1e ,,ery hcurt of this 
llfJrising, arid so I a1n 111 8 position to tell 
;ye .how things star1d." 

Elred ,vas .mukir1g capital out of l1is n1is­
f ortt111e. He and his men had been trapped 
in Ix,vell, bt1t he tl1ought it u11neccssary to 
tell tl1e exact trt1tl1 to the king. 

So he proceeded to give a garl)led account 
of ,vl1at had nctt1nlly hapJJcned. Ile credited 
hi1nself ,vith all that had passed. Gai11ing 
courage 11nd confider1cc, he to]d l1is story­
}10,v he had trapped tl1c bo)·s, ho,v he had 
llrought them throt1gh tl1at ancie11t aqt1educt. 
a11d l10\\", by hard riding, he h:id at length 
reached Dunstane. 

'' 'Tis a stir1·ing stor:r, in all truth !J' de. 
clared the ki11g at lengt.h. '' Thou hnst. earned 
my pleasure, good .soldier. I v;i]l 6ee to it 
tl1at tl1ou art u·cll re\varded. Tl1ot1 sl1alt be 
JJroinotcd, and rnuch land and possessions 
sl1all be thir1e." ' 

'''\: ... et I deserve naugl1t,' sire," n1urmured 
El red. '' I \\'US bt,t sei·ving my kir1g. 11 

• 

' ' By ,vit n11d strategy, ,,.e scizf'd these· 
stranger youtl1s," said Cedric. "Bring them 
to me ,,·itl1ot1t delay. l\:lctl1inks I can use 
tl1C'm to good ud va11tage. JJ He s,,~t111g roi1nd. 
'' Ho,v now, Atta,,·ulf ?" he Yient on gloat-

ingly. ''How no,v, Rcd\\·old? Ere long ,ve 
,viii n1ake terms ,vith these impudent rebels!'' 

Elred retired, a11d ,-ery soon he returned. 
accoml?anied b.}· ti body of men who c11tered 
with Ji11gli11g spurs arid rattling accoutre-­
ments. l11 tl1eir midst \\~ere Nip1>er, Hand .. 
fo1·th, Travers, a11d \Valdo-all of them tired, 
Y.'eary, and dusty-but coolly defiant. 

"By the bald scalp of Joseph!" muttered 
the kirig, as he advar1ced upon them. 

Not until he se.w the boys v-1 ith his own 
cyc3 did he fully believe tha.t they had ll"ool)y 
a11d trruly bee11 captured. 1,hey returned his 
gaze ,vithout flinching. 

''Dogs!" snarled Uedric st1ddenly. .. Ere 
I l1ave finished ,,·ith )·e, I "rill ta.kc ye to 
the 1,orture Ch.amber and n1e.ke ye suffer the 
agonies of the condemned !'' 

'' If you ho.rm us, l"Ou'll have to answer 
to our people,'' said Hruidforth blu11tly. 

'' Si le11cc, yottng fool 1 ' 1 tl1 updcre-d Cedric. 
'' ~\1n I not tho king? Thou wilt see how I 
punish tre.itors ! But be n<>t afraid-yet! No 
l1rurm shall come to ye.'' · . 

ll_e turned, and waved to Elred. 
'' T&ko them a way ! ,, he ordered. '' Lock 

thcn1 up-and a\vait my further orders!'' 
Tho bOJ"S \\·ere dragge-d out, .a11d Cedric 

laughed long _and loudly. Ile h.ad ~en them, 
and }10 ,,·ia.s sa,tisfied.- His haggazd cxpre,;sion 
ha..<l gone; the hopclessnes~ which had so 
recently bowed him down ,, .. a.s no\\" a thing of 
ihe pa5t. 

'' Bring me pa.rchment-brir1g mo pen !'' 
he ordered. '' See th.at a courier is mounted 
and roo.dy. I send an ult-imo.tum to these 
dogr; ir1 lxwell !'' 

.. Thou art wise, sire,'' said At,ta \,·ulf 
quickly. '' 1T1s \\"ell to -n1ake use of these 
oapti VC3. '' _ 

'' Ay, -I will ma.ke U5'e of them-never 
f e.ar ! ,, vo,vcd the king. "And \\9 hcn I have 
t1scd thcn1, then they \\·ill die!'' 
· .. ~·gleam suddenly e11t~red his eyes, a.nd he 

la.11ghcd raucously. 
'

1 Gi, .. o orders, Atta,,,11lf, that the Passa~e 
of .~r1ns shall. take place,,, l1e said. '' I4ct 
the g:rrot tot1rnament proceed!'' 

'' B.ut sire--•' · 
t A 1,. '' • ,. '"~ \Ya.v \\,.ith thv protests. ~ tta,vt1 r ! 1n--

tcrrt1pt~d CedTic . ., ,. A rt telling me that this 
i~ 110 time for games? Marr)', but we h·o)d 
t.he key to tho situation, e111d the whole land 
of NorthC'strie. ,viii soon be OUTS once more. 
Let tl1c tourn<\ment proceecl, I tSaY ! Have 
th~ knights preprure for the fray I Sen~i 
forth tl1e ne,,:-s, far anrl \\·icll', that the Pas­
sage- of Arms is t.o t.akc plac.e t,, 

Atta.wulf bit his lip, but said nothing 
f urthcr. He exchange cl hc-lplP.ss glaticcs ,vitt1 
Rcd,,~o]d. 'fhe king ,,·o.s tft.king too n111C'la 
for granted. But t,l1~n, he \\-.as the· king, and 
11c ,vas not the kind of m,an ,vith ,vl1on1 it 
v;ao t\a;j' to argtte. 

T l-II~ special cottrrier, riding har-d, tore 
tl1rough to\vns and \'illa-ges, escorted 
by a bod,yguarrd of picked 1ncn-at­
o.r111~. 

"\nd \vl1en, o.t length, the rebel Jines "·ere 
roo.ched, tl1e courier ~Yeut for\vard alone 
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under a flag of- trl1ce. He \Vas a.dn1itte-d; 
he was surrounded by Nort]1esbrian mounted 
men, and tht1s escorte-d into Ix,vell, .an<l to 
the oa.,stJe. His sealecl n1~ssage ~·tLS taken 
by the Ma.ster of the Household, '\\~ho passed 
it on to one of the ladics-in-~·aiting. 'l'hu3, 
by such steps, did Ccdiric's comn1unimtio11 
reach Princess Merci.a.'s hand. 

., Do thou read it, good Ethelbert,,, roid t.110 
yot1ng princess quietly. '' I doubt. not th.at 
Cedric pleads for peace." 

Ethelbert· read, a.nd )1e paled. 
'' By my soul I u l1e n1t1tte-rc.J. "l'his is 

ill news, fair ~l&jesty I'' 
He told her, &nd she gie,ve a little crJ·. 
Messcngcrc1 ,vcre sent ot1t to scoux tl1e city, 

, i 
I 

so t.hat Lee tl1e I,ionhee.rt and Dorrin1ore 
the Brave -should bo i11formed. They 
arrived quickly-for Lee had even then bec11 
on his ,Yay to the c.a.stlc. He had he.a.rel of 
the coming of Cedric's cou-rier, and ho 
guessed wha,t this might portend. 

'' Seel, no longer the missing j"OU tl1s, Lee 
tl10 Lionhe.airt, ,, said the prince6s ~adl:y·. 
'' Alas, they are in DunstMc, captives of 
Cedric the Cruel I,, 

'' Ca.ptives ?'' repeated Leo sharply. "That, 
at least, is a moo.sure of com£ ort. I ha.d 
f ca,rcd tha.t the poor boJ·s I1ad been <lone to 
<le.a.tl1. ,, 

I-Io read U1e lcttor-n·hich ~,;as in tl1e 110.tt1Tc 
of e.11 ultimatun1. 

I 
l 

•• Dorrie, old 1nan, tl1is is bad,'' 110 
said. •• Nipper, Handforth, Tra"\-crs 
and \Valdo aro held prisoners i11 

Dttnstane Castle. Cedric threatens 
to execute them unless ,ve obey 11is 
,vill.'' 

'' And what is J1is ,vill ?.'' asl{ed 
Dorrie steadily. '' By execution he 
110 dottht means tl1at l1e,ll b11rn tl1em 
at the stake ,vith as mt1ch torttlre 
as possible.'' 

'' We may be sure tl1at lie ,Yill he 
merciless,'' agreed Nelson Lee. '' H (l 
says that unless Ixlvell is evacuate(l 
,vithin t,,,,enty-fou1· hot1rs, and Gt1n-­
tha the Crafty released, the !011r boy~ 
,vill die.'' 

C a 1 m I y Waldo 
rode up and chal• 
lenged Urstan the 
Valiant, mighty, 
unbeaten warrior, 
to battle In the 

tournament. 
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'' Good gad! Tl1at's rotten !'' 64id his lord­
ship, frowning. 

'' And Cedric me.ans this, good friends!'' 
cried the princess in anguish. '' Ho threatens 
not emptily. Methinks, 'twould be best for 
us to return to the great ship upon the !ake. 
Let Cedric h&ve lxwell-if, by such means, 
those boys c.an be &a.vcd.'' 

'' Oh, no!" &&,id Nelson Lee quietly. .. We 
do not Bunrcnder so tamely, princess. Do 
you think that Cedric \\"'Ottld keep his bond? 
Is he so famed, then,· for honesty? No 
sooner did we comply with his deme.nds 
than he would kill tliose four boys, just the 
same.'' 

'' But wh&t's to be done?'' asked Dorrie, 
rather helplessly. 1

' Hadn't we better take 
the tank and make another duh into Du11-
stane ?'' 

''\Ve succeeded once, when we oaptured 
Gunt·h&-but we a.re not likely to succeed 
a.gain," replied Lee, shaking his head. 
'' Cedric is prepaire-d. No; "·e must think of 
something else, Dorr,ie. I don't mind con­
fessing tha.t I am baffled for the 1moment­
but I'm not giving up hope.'' 

CHAPTER 9. 
The Passage of Arms I 

T HE.scene \\'as colourful and impressiv·e. 
A great nntu:ral hollow in the hills, 

just butside Dttnstiane and pria.ctically 
under the shado,v of the city ,,·alls, 

was filled with a.n· enormous co11cottr~o of 
people. Most of these people were here, not 
becat1sc they \Vea'e interested in· the touTna­
ment., but bcootlse tho king -brad given his 
orders. Pomp and ,display were Cedric's 
Ji f e-blood. . 

On the one h6nd \Vere the city ",.alls, on 
the other a YlOod; the.re were tho gently 
sloping hill-sides-crowded with people­
.and at the -bottom of_ tho basin, as it were, 
the arene.. The turf was perfectly prepaT~d, 
and the ground itself-the lists-extended 
for almost a quarter of a iµile, a.od it · ""&S 
nearly half as ,vide. 

The combatants would ·enter at the farther 
exbremities-of the lists, and there w.ere strong 
wooden gates erected here. At t,hese g&tes 
were two heralds, with six trumpets in 
attendance. Then there were impressive 
bodies of mcn-at .. a,rms, so tbat order sl1ould 
be ,veil kept. 

The poor and the rich were here. Cedric 
had announced thi~ tou:rne.ment for many 
1veeks, and, but for tho coming of . t.he 
,. Strangers from Be:rond the Great Ioe, '' the 
,,·hole affair ,vould h&,·c been .a -m&gnificcnt 
display of his po,vcr. 

But ,,,ith Northestria in its prresent un• 
settled st~te, the Pa.ssag_o of Arms ,vas losing 
so1ne of its glomot1r. The ·people ·A-ct'e 1r·ore 
interested in the events which ,~ere taking 
place inland. Ho,, .. e,·or, the king ha,d given­
hi:1 orders, ~1,nd tho people of Dunsta..ne -\\·cro 
~ti-11 completeJ,y under }1is iron _rttle. 

Pitched just beyond the main entrance to 
the lists ,vas a numbcn- of stately pavilions, 
flying the colot1rs of the knight challengers. 
Even the cord~ of these tents were of the 
same colours. 

In front of ea.cl1 pavilion shields vlero sus­
pended-each shield being different. They 
belonged to the knights ,,·ho occupied the 
tc11ts. Squi!"es were standing in front of 
tho shields, most of them grotesquely 
attired. A c;lope led up from the entrance 
to the lists, and it v;as protected by shrong 
fences, to sa,y nothing of f urtl1er bodies of 
mon•t-arms. 

Right at tl1c other end of this great en .. 
closure there ,va.s o..nother space, very simi• 
lar and this \Yas for the benefit of the 
knights who ,,·ere to enter the lists e.g:ainst 
the challengers. Placed here and the1re ,vere 
further great pavilions, for the e.ccommodaa.­
tion of these knights. There were ar,mourers, 
f~rriers, and a, host of other such attendants. 

l\Iidway down the li~ts, on the side that 
afforded the better view, a. specia.l gall~ry 
j1id been erected, richly decorated. Here 
there \\"&S a gay· canopy, -a.nd benea.th_it & 
throne; the roy.a.l arms \\rera emblazoned 
prominently. 

Here sat Cedric the Crt1cl,- surrounded by 
his nobles, advisors, a.nd at:t.endants. Pa.gos, 
squires and yeomen in rich li,·erics mado ,,ho 
scer1c a pict.uresque one. 

On tho other side of tho lists, practica,lll 
opposite che roya.l gallc1·y, were similar ga, • 
leries, filled with Gothlandcr nobles a.nd 
overlords: and genky. Tl1e •multitttde the 
commo11 people-filled the· open spaces of 
turf 611 a1rou11d. _ 

Gazing ttpon t.his scene, it was difficult to 
belic,·e that· Northcstria was half torn 
ast1ndcr · bv rebellion. It ,vas- a scene of 
gaiety t of., rejoicing, of lighthearted merry• 
making. · It ple:ised th~ king to carry on 
with this foll)·-it was an expression of his 
contempt for the ill rt1moure ,vl1ich con• 
ti11ually poured into tl10 capital. 

Not 011ly men attended this great Passage 
of Arms. Tho most noble ladies of the land 
were there; numbers of :young maidens, all 
gaily ·dressed, were· n1t1ch in- evidence. 

Cedric· was pleased as he looked upon the 
gav scene. 

'' Let thcrfJ. lJe .a commcncen1ent, '' he said 
boisterot1sljT. '' l~faith, I. an1 in the mood for 
revelry !'' 

Atta,vnlf and Red\\-·old, ,vho closely at• 
tended him, kept, silc.nt. They were in do11bt 
as to the ,visdom of this tournan1ent. They 
w.ere irresistibly remin.ded of Nero, ,vl10 
fiddled while Rome wi1s burning. 

The king was impatient.. For as yet the 
lists ,vcrc not ready for the coming combats. 
The marsh·als of the field ,vcre riding ttp and 
do'ft·n, - accom1lanied by mounted men-at. 
arms, pressing the spectators back and clear­
ing the field. 

Nol,lcs ,verc arri,·ing in an apparently 
endl~ss train, sl1mn1oned hastily hither by 
special cottricrs, for the king was determined 
that the lists sho1.1ld · bP attcr1decl bv all . .. 
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A great oYcrlord can1e, s1)lc11didly attired 
i11 crimso11· and gold, a11d attended by a host 
of knigl1ts and g11ardsmen. Others, every 
bit as impressive, follo,ved. 

At le11gth the lists f orn1cd a, spectacle 
"

1hicl1 tl1e St. Frank's fello,,-s ,vere neve1· 
likely to forget. For Nipper a11d Handforth 
and Travers and ,,7 aldo ,vere p1·esent-not .as 
spectators, but as playthings for Cedric's 
grim enjoyment. Surrou11ded by a strong 
gt1ard of men-at-arms, tl1e bo:ys gazed tlpon 
tl1c scene ,v ith son1ething like a ,vc. 

. " L~t tho. heralds gi ,-o voice 1 '' said tl!e 
king 1m11-1.t1ently. '' By n1y bonesJ ,ve begin 
this tournan1ent wit.h a novelty !'' 

1,he heraids, in a glittering processio11, 
were nlready shouting their procla1natio11s, 
ir1Yiting all con1ers to give co1nb-at to the 
challengers. 

Nipper and the otl1ers, in .spite of tl1cir 
precarious position, ,vere fa.sci11ated and i11 .. 
terested. They easily grasped tl10 pro­
cedure. 

'' J t1st like the tournaments in England in 
the 1\-Iiddle Ages,''. said Nipper. '' 'l .. l1is is a 
pretty marvellous sight, you chaps!'' 

11 But why are "'·e l1erc, dear old fello,v ?'' 
asked Travers mildly. ·• Somcho,v, I ca11't 
help feeling that Cedric is .going to do son1e­
thi11g dirt:y. I do11't like the look of those 
blighters ,vith the ,vhacking great axes.,, 

.. Neither do I!'' gro,vled Handforth. 
,c: 1,11 bet we're going to have our heads 
lopped off 1'' 

The boys ,vere looking at sc~cral po,verf ul 
Gothlander soldiers ,vl10 ,vero standing apart 
from all the other n1en-at,.arms.. They car­
ried enormous axes, qt1ite different from the 
ordinary battle-axe. More significant still, 
t.hcre were huge \voodcn blocks standing on 
the turf. 

'' Well, we can't do anytJ1ing,'' said Nipper 
resignedly. ''We're pretty h~lpless, my 
sons. Perhaps ,,·e · ~hall be allowed to see 
.son1e of the co~bats. It seems that any 
knight can come along nnd off er himself for 
a. scrap. All he bas· to do is t-o touch one 
of those shields outside the pavilions with 
his lance. Then it's up to ·the challenger to 
1·ide forth and give battle._" 

''Yes, by George 1'' said Handforth. 
'' Look at all those knight.a do,vn at the 
farther end of the lists. There must be 
dozens of them, all waiting to enter the 
combats. Look at their lances and gleaming 
heln1ets 1 Look at the plumage and the little 
flags fluttering from the upraised lancca. ,, 

'' Bt1t t.hcy'ro not ta.king the barriers down 
yet,,, said Nipper. 0 It seems to me there's 
so1nethins- else in the wind.'' 

1.'he king, intoxicated by this scene of 
£plcndot1r-by this exhibition of his all­
conqt1ering power-had con1e to a sudden 
clecision. 

•• By St. Attalus t 'Tis an opportunity of 
showing the people my strength !'' lie said 
fiercely. •• 1'hey shall k11ow that Cedric is a 
man of purpose ! Before tho lists are 
opened, before tl1e tournament con1mences, 
)he peorlle shall see th.e fiov.-inr13of blood_l''-

'' If thou nrt tl1inl~ing of the stra11ge1 
youths, sire -" 

'' Ay, and so I am I'' i11terrt1pted tl1c ki11g 
before Atta,vuM could get further. '' Say 
naught to dissuade me, my lord ! 'Tis 111y 

,vill tl1at- the stranger yot1ths shall. die­
herc, in f ro11t of 1ny eyes, in front of tl1t."? 
~yes of the multitude. 'l'hus sl1all the people 
kno,v tl1at I am t1nafraid.'' 

Atta,vulf and Red,vold ,vcro aghast. 
Tl1is tl1ing the king ,Yas proposing -,yas µ1ad­
ncss. 

'' Ha,·e a thougl1t, sire 1'' urged Atta,,·ulJ 
the Terrible '' Have ye not dispatched a 
courier to -lxwell, off eri11g the lives of these 
stranger -yot1ths in exchange for Gt1ntha ? 
Have ".fe not given tl1e rebels twenty-four 
l1ottrs in which to surrender?" 

Cedric ttttcrcd a coarse laugh. 
'' Tho rebels ,vill surrender,'' l1e retorted. 

'' \Vho is to know thiat these stranger· youtl1s 
have already been put to the death? . It 
plcascth me to sec the~ beheaded I Let the 
execution take pince !'' 

'' Nay, sire,_ this is folly,'' said Rcd,vold 
earnestly. ,. Think ye that the matter 0011 

be kept secret ? Like a plague the story 
,vill spread throughout the cot1ntryside, and 
it ,viii reach Ixwell. Thus, instead of the 
rebels surrendering, the1. will be heartened. 
They will be enraged. fhe people ,vill rise 
with even greater ferocity, and they· will 
m_arch upon Dunstane in their thousands. 
Ai, and the friends of these stranger )·ouths 
,v11I exact a terrible ,Tengeancc 1 ', · 

'' My lord speaks truly, sire, 'J said Atta­
"·ulf, bcf ore the king could speak. '' Bear 
ye in mind the wondr~us ,vcapons ,vhich 
these accursed strangers possess. Proceed 
,vith this execution, and disaster ,vill 
follow l" 

The overlords were so earnest, BO seriotis, 
tl1at Cedric took heed. Frowning like a 
sulky child, pulling e.t his be·ard, h~ 
grttnted an unwilling surrender. 

'' Mayhap ye are right,'' he growled. 
'' But ~ethinks three hostages will serve __ a.s 
,veil as four. Am I to be denied com­
pletely 7 Le~ ono ·of these youths be ·1ed 
forth a11d beheaded ·in niy presence.''· 

'' 'Tis folly, sire--'' 
"Eno11gh ! ,, roared the liing, in sudden 

rage. ,. This one youth shall die l Let hi~ 
be brought to me, so that I may tell l1izq 
,vith mine own lips of the fate that is to be 
his I By my soul ! Am I not the king?. 
Ain I to be completely denied 7'' · 

Helple63, but ill at ease, Atta,vulf and 
Redwold gavo the necessary instructions. A 
great silence fell ttpon the concourse ,vhen 
it was seen that- the four. stranger yo.utl1s 
,vere being led by ;men--at•anQs to,vards . tl1e 
royal gallery. 

'~ Keep a. stiff ttpper lip, you chaps 1'' 
murmured Nipper. '' I expect ,ve're for it 
this time I', 

'' Precious little chanco of our· being 
rescued, either,'' said Tra~crs!. '' Let's l1ope 
j_t_'ll all be over quick1-J •. " 
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''Let me get one smack at that brute!'' 

breathed Handforth thickly. '' By George! 
I don't care '\\1hat happens to mo if only 
I oan get one good o]d swipe-just one!'' 

"Yott silly ass 1'' muttered Nipper. '' Don't 
ho so excited l If :you attack Cedric l1e'll 
11.avc ~·ot1 killed on the spot l And don't 
forget that \\·bile there's life, tl1ere's hope ! 
}~or goodness' sake, Handy, don't .ask for 
trouble I'' 

They fot1nd themselves in. front of the 
rol~al gallcrl' now. Cedric sat ttpon his 
ornate throne, flowering upon th(,m. They 
returned his evi gaze steadily, unflinchingly. 
No nw.tter ho,v rapidly their hearts thudded 
the1 ,vere not going to sl1ow this tyrant tho 
,vh1tc f cather I 

"A bold front, by my sottl ! " sneered the 
king as he surveyed them. '' These beard• 
less bo:ys l1a ,·e a defiant spirit, it seemcth ! 
·J'fnith. 't,vill not be long before that spirit 
is broken.'' 

'' Try and break it l'' said H.andf orth rcck-
lcssl,·. · 

'' 'Tis ,vcll 1'' snapped the king. '' Tholt 
art insolent, thou young dog l 'Tis t-hee I 
choose !'' 

He pointed to Handfortl1 in fttry. 
'' V'l o "rill sec, young fool, ,vhether thy 

spirit "·ill be broken or not. Wl1at think :1re 
-of this? Thou art to be taken to the cxectt• 
tioners forth\\·ith ! 'Tis n1y v.·ill that thou 
sl1alt be beheaded in my sight, and in t}10 
sigl1t of t.he. mtiltitudc. How now?'' 

Handf orth, ,•.ho realised the diabolical 
sincerity of the king's · edict, went pale. He 
\\'as horrified. But only for a moment did ha 
flinch; then he drew himself up., and his 
expression \\"as one of contempt. 

'' Go ahead!" he said defiantly. '' Behead 
me, if :}~ou wa-nt to! Do you think I'm going 
to beg for mercy?" 

'' By n1y bones!" snarled the king. '' Even 
now he hath no fear! Take him a'"' .. ay-let 
the headsmen have him !'1 

The men-at-arms sprang forn·ard, nnd 
Handfortl1 was st1rrounded and seized. 
Nippe1·, exchanging quick glances ,vith 
Tra, .. ers and Waldo, stepped forward. 

"A ,vordt ~·ot1r ~Iajesty," said Nipper 
steadil:,-. 

''Oh-ho! Stich boldness !'1 mocked tl1e 
king. '' Plea.d not for tl1e life of this youth ,, 

'' But I do plead!" interrupted Nipper. 
'' And I warn yol1, too, Cedric. Kill our 
friend, and our other friends ,vill never rest 
until your o,vn life has paid the forfeit.'' 

'' By tl1e soul of Sarus !" ejac1.1lat-ed tl1e 
king, aghast. '' ,, ... hat no,v? Art threatening 
me, thou ,~ermin ?'' 

'' I t1rgc J"Oll at least to give us a chance 
of life," said Nipper. '' Tl1cre arc fot1r of tts 
here-fottr l1clpless priso11crs. It is :yo11r 
desire to ha, .. e one of tts beheaded-any one, 
it seems. Tl1en let t°"·o of 11s e11ter the lists, 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
no dog and no car? ,,r11y, you're just t-he 
kind of t-enant I want.'' 

N ervot1s Applicant : '' I think it only 
right to tell you that my f ounta.in pen 
scratcl1es a little when I write!' 

(R. S. Oaborn, 21, Acacia Drive, Tho·rpe 
Bay, ha-J bee~i att·arded a pocket wa.Uet.) 

Jokes from readers wanted for thls feature I II Jou 
know a good rib-tickler, send It along now. A 
handsome watch will be awarded each week to the 
sender or the best Joke ; pocket wallets, penknives 
and bumper books are also offered as prizes. Address 
your Jokes to '' Smllers, '' Nelson Lee Library, 5, Car­
mellte Street, London, E.0.4. 

SPORTING. 
Jimmy : '' My brother has a gold medal 

for running, a cup for boxing, and a 
badge r or wrestling.'' 

John : '' He must be a wonderful 
athlete.,, 

Jimmy : '' H~'s not an athlete at all­
be keeps a pawnshop.'' 

HE GOT A ST ART. 
Jl'llen Jol1nnle eame back fronl school 

t.ttif.h f1eo black e,,es and a swollen lip, Iris 
tnotlier was hon•ifted. 

•• Oh, Joltnnie I '' •lie e:,,clnimed. '' Yoa, 
l1ave been fighting again. Didn't l fell flOU 
fJaat u,l,enever "°'' lost r,o,,r tenipe-r 11ou 
should count up to a hundretl befo-re you ditl 
anythlng violent 1 '' 

•• l"es, n111niniie,'' 1n1s the ru~ful reply; 
'' but the other bo11's naofher l,ad told him 
to eount up onl11 to Ntr,.'' 

(F. D. Weeks, so. Dartmouth Cottages, 
Watling Street, Bexley Heath, has been awarded 
a handsome watch.) 

WORRYING. 
Landlady: ·" You say_ you l1ave ~o cl1i~dren, 

no wireless, no musical instruments of any kind, 

(J. Fit~1naurice, G2, Gains Road, So1,fl1-
sea, has been nu,arded a penlmi/e.) 

VERY TRUE. 
Phrenologist (examining boy's head): '' Now 

that is )·our bump of curiosity.'• 
Boy : '' Yes ; I was looking in Tommy 

Smith's desk when the lid fell down.', 
(E. Bibby, Hall Oa." Lane, Longton,, nea-r 

Preston, has been awarded a book.) 

WHAT A HOPE. 
Grocer : '' Did you deliver the leg ol ham to 

Mrs. Jones? ,, 
Boy : •' She wasn't In, so I left it in the dog 

kennel so that tbe dog could mind It.'' 
(J. Broicn, 41, lnher1n.an Street, Queen'• 

Park, Mancliester, hos been awarded a 
penlntl/e.) 
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nnd gi,~e batt]e to ~'our c·I1alle11gers. If v;c 
Jive throt1glr tl1e orde~tl, the11 ot1r lives sl1all 
lJe spared. " 

C1edrio. ,vas umazed. 
"Gran1mcrcJ· ! Art mad e11ottgl1 to tl1ink, 

J'Ottng dolt, tl1at 3~ou beardless boys cot1ld 
g·ive battle to my challe11gers ?" l1e asked i11 
an1azemc11t. '' Faug·l1 ! :T,vot1ld be murder!" 

'' No less 111ttrder tha11 l1a,-ing IIandforti1 
Lelaended !'' retorted Nipper. 

'' Oh, let l1i111 hlrve l1is a,,·11 ,Yay !" n1t1ftere<l 
lfa11dfortl1 tl1ickJ),.· '' Wl1:r ari~tte ?" 

To tell il1e tiutl1, lla11rlforth ~vns ns 
lle,vildered as tl-10 otl1crs by Nipper's sugges­
t ion. If Cedric l1ad l1is o,v11 ,vay, or1ly 011e 

of tl1e bo:rs ,vot11d be killed; if Nipper's plan 
,,·as aclopted, t,vo ,vot1lrl be doo1ned. It 
E-Ottndecl like mad11ess. 

~'l'fniti1, the }Jlan pleaseil1 1110,'· saic) Cedric, 
after n brief co11sidcration. "So let it be! 
'r,,~o of tl1cse yo11ths shall pit tl1en1selves 
against the dot1ghticst of 1ny cl1allcngei-s !'' 

'' A ,vord !'' saicl Nipper qt1icl{ls·. ~, Si11co 
t,vo of· tis nre to enter tl1e JistR, site, I be6 
1 hat ~ro11 E11ottl(l allo,v lIS to draw lots, to 
decide ,vl1icl1 of t1s sl1al} go into combat.'1 

Cedric looked upon l1im in \Y011dcr. 

.. By 1ny bones, I Jil<e il1y spirit, boy!'' l1e 
said grt1dging]y. '' So ~l1a]I it be! Yo shail 
tlecide an1or1gst yot11·selvcs." 

IIc ,va ved his l1and. 
'' Take tl1en1 a,vay ,'' he ,vent on, '' and 

}Jrcpare for tl1e c11cou11tcr." 
. 

CHAPTER 10. 
A Chance in a Thousand J 

H AND}""ORTII, Trave1·f!, and \\1;,ldo 
,vcre ]ooki11g sta1·tlecJ. 

Nipper's s11ggestion so11t1ded crazy. 
Ha11dfortl1 ,vas certainly spared f ron1 

ihe 11cadsma11, hilt his fate might. no,v be 
even ,vorse-and a11otl1cr ,vot1ld be 111volvecl. 
Givin~ co1nbat to the Gotl1la.11der cl1allc11g·ers 
,vould

0

be ,·ery 111t1ch li1:e mice battling agai11st 
]io11s. . . 

1 Cedric l1imse:Jf \\"as al1·cady Jat1gl11ng ,v1t.,1 
cr11el a11ticipation. Ile . l{ne,v. that his 
cl1allcngers ,vere me11 of. 1ror1-g1ants of the 
frny. Tl1ejt ,vot11d eat llp thc~e t\\·o boys! 

Atta,\·ulf a11d Red,volcl ,vere relieved, t0<). 
Tl1is s1-1ggestion l1ncl come from Nipper-fro1n 
◄)nc of t.he prisoners. 'fhtts it cot1ld ne·ver 
be said that the king hacl sla ugl1terecl th~m •. 
If tl1cy diecl in t.he lists, as they certainly 
,vould die, tl1eir bloocl ,vot1l<l be t1po11 their 
o,vn heads. 

1vlurrnttrs of i11crcdulity spr~ad rot111d the 
galleries as tl1e r11mot1rs were ,vhispe1·«:d. 
'.r'\\"'O of ihe.se stranger yol1tha ,,·ere to give 
battle to the challengers! Here ,vns ~ome­
t l1i11 rr 11ovol for the toi1rnament I A11cl 111ter-o 
rni11gled ,vith tl1e ex11lt,ant cries ,vcre 1na11y, 
murm1,rs of pity fron1 the ,vomen. 

The fo11r :young prisoners ,vere st1rrour1dcd 
by men-at-arms, and marched do,vn tl1e lists 
to,vards the further enc). Tl1ey ,vcre thrt1st 
into a ~mall pavilio11, at1d tl1ere left t111til tho 

.. • • ~··... • • • • • ~ • .... • • ..... ~... • • • +- • • • • ~...... • • • • • • • • 

WRECKED. 
l..,a: ,: No,v, cl1ildren, don't qltarre1. ,,r11at1

~ 

tl\e 1nat tcr ? ,, 
Tominy: ,~ l\l"e're ])la.ring at n sl1ipwrccl~, a.n' 

Joanie won't go i11to tl1e batl1 and dro,vn 
l1erself." 

(R. Lem.brey, 42, H1.tlton Groi•e 1 London, lJ'.12, 
has been, au;arded a pocl.;et 'f.vallet.) 

NOT COMPLETE. 
Mr. Brown had bought his small son a tram-

conductor's outfit. :, 
'' Now, my boy, you'll be able to play at 

'buses all day,'' be remarked. 
., Oh, no I shan't, daddy,'' objected the boy. 

'' I want the 'bus flrst. ,, 
(Mi111s F. n, .. a,~lel, 221, ,~la(lefield Raad, 

Jl"aJ-d End, Dirmin!1ha-t11, l,as bec,1 a1t·a1"dcd 
,, bool1.) 

A SUPER-SALESMAN. 
Business man (loolcing at poor 

paintings wonderingly): "Say, do 
) 70U over eell tl1ese painting~? !! 

"'.\rtist : " \\111.}', certainly, sir, 
of col1rse. '' 

Business l\lan : u Then n·ama 
)rour salary for coming i~to my 
bt1siness I've boon Joolimg for 
a salesman lil,e l"'OU for years.'! 

(JI i a B Ire 1i e Gen-ingt 73, 
Lave 11 cl er Su,ee p, Clapham 
Junction, S. JV .11, haa bee11 
awarded a boo!·.) 

STILL RUNNING. 
A negro was a regular visitor to the . local 

library. He always took the same book, opened 
it eagerly, and then burst Into a hearty· laugh. 

The attendant's curiosity was aroused one day. 
He looked over the visitor's shoulder and noticed 
the pieture of a small boy being chased by a bull. 
The attendant was about to ask what there was 
to laugh at, when the negro chuckled : 

'' GoHy l 'E ain't caught 'im yet I ,, 
(D. i.1orie11, 6, Handl.ey Sla·eet, Sleajo,~cl,, 

lias been aic.·arded a pocl,et t-t·allef.) 

FUSSY 1 
Bill (\\r}10 lu1s fallen in river) : " Help ! 

IIc1p ! I can't swim l ,, 
Sam (on banlt) : '' Woll, neit.l1er can J, but 1~m 

not molting a fuss about it.', 
(H. Clark, 0, :A-lanor Road, Lincol1i, has been 

a1,·arded a penku ife..) 

BRAINY. 
Ma : '' Why are you painting 

' T. M.' on both those footballs ? 
One of them ls your brother's? •• 

Tommy : '' J know ; but, you 
see, one means ' 'Tis mine,, 
and the other means '' 'Tain 't 
mine.'1

· 

(S. Ho11gl•lon, 65, Ba~­
te1• Sf reet, Craigielinowes 
Cottages, Greenoek, .. has 
bee• aiea1~,red a pocliet 
1eallef.) · 
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f t1ll preparations should be madc-01" until the 
king signalled for the con1menccment. 

Nipper ,vas immediately grabbed by tl1e 
other three. 

''Now, Jrou ass, ,vl1at's the game?" de• 
n1a11ded \Valdo breathlessly. '' Are you off 
,·ot1r roclcer ?11 

"' ' ' Not quite,'' said Nipper coolly. 
'' \\' .. hy the dickens didn't you let them 

take me?" demanded Hnndforth. "It ""011ld 
huv·e been all over by no,v. You-l'OU 
dun1m:y ! · This . will 1nean de·ath for t\\yo of 
llS !'' . 

'' It might," agreed Nipper. ''Bt1t, as I 
said a little ""hile ago, ,vhile there's life 
tl1cre's hope. All .the delay ·y,:-c can cause, 
t 110 better.'' 

'' Dear old fcJio,v, you're not expecting 
rescue frorn l\fr. Lee or Dorrie, are )"OU?" 
.. \skcd Tra,~crs dt1biously. "By Samson! I 
,rish I could be as optimistic!" 

'' It's 11ot merely that,'' said Nipper. 
'' There's sometl1ing else l'n1 thi11ki11g of. In 
any case, isn't it bettc1· to go under fighting 
than to see llandy bel1eaded ?" 

"Then l\rhy the dickens didn't yo11 St1ggest 
tl1at I should do combat alone ?" asked Hand-­
forth ,varmly. '' \\7hy drag another of t1s 
into it?" 

'' Beca\1se I don't think Cedric ,vottld l1av·o 
agreed-a.nd it'll be a lot better for t,vo of 
us to enter the lists,'' replied Nipper. '' N o,v 
look here, my sons. I thought very care­
fully before I made that st1ggestion, nnd it's 
not hnlf so dotty as :you n1ight think. In 
fact, there's a feally sporting chance." 

They stared at }111n. . 
, "Against tl1ose Gothla11der brt1tcs ?" asked 
Handforth. 

'' Y cs." 
'' Bt1t look here--" 
"There's no time for us to argtte, old 

n1nn,'' interrupted Nipper. '' We migl1t be 
called out at any minute. No,v, the adv·an­
tage is l\·itl1 tts. It,s the privilege of the 
knights to ride up to tl1e pavilions of the 
challengers and to touch any shield they 
cl1oose. In other u·ords, they can off c1· 
combat to any particular challenger." 

''I don't eee how that helps us,'' said 
""nldo. '' All these men ni-e experts with 
la11ccs and battle-axes and s,,·ords-and ,ve're 
ra \Y arr1ate11rs. The giddy scraps ,von't last 
111ore tl1nn thirty seconds each I" 

'' And it goes ,vitl1out saying tl1at tl1cy'll 
be fights to the death," said Travers. 
'' Nothing else ,vot1ld please his bloodthirsty 
Majesty .. '' 

They cottld l1ear the jingling of spurs out• 
side, and tl1e rattli11g of armottr. 

'' 011, come 011 !"- said Handfo1·th quickly. 
'' Let's draw lots.'' 

''\Vc're not going to draw lots,'' replied 
NipJlcr. 

'' Bt1t you told the king. ,, 
." Forget it, old son," said Nipper. '' Thero 

are 011ly two of us in this tent who can hope 
tc.> come th1·ough alive. And those two are 
\Valdo and Travers.'' 

''What!'' yelled Handfortl1 indignantly. 
" You heard ,vhat I said." 

'' Y ott-yo11 l1opclcss ass!'' roared Ed\\·nrd 
Os,vald. '' Arc :yott lcavi11g me out? And 
~·ourself, too? You're rotting, Nipper I 
Yott ca11't mea11 it! Y 011 ,,·otlldn't 
deliberately back 011t _of a tl1i11g lik_e this l't 

Nippe1· looked at h1111 ,rcry steadily. 
'' I do11't think a11y of :yo11 \\'ill accuse me 

of being a f t1r1k, '' he said, his voice becoming 
qt1iet. '' I'm garnc to talio 111y cha11ce. Bttt 
the1 .. e's no t,\:'O ,vaJrs of tl1inking in this 
bu&incss. ~"'ott, Waldo, a11d :you, Travers, are 
tl1e only tv,o for tl1c job." 

'' I give it up;· said Tra,,.crs l1elplcssly. '' ,,r aldo, of co11rsc, is a bit of a s11rprisc· 
packet-he's got the strc11gtl1 of a professio11al 
stroi1g man, a11cl he's as agile as a monkey. u 

''Exactly·," said Nipper. '' Bt1t these pcop1o 
d(Jt1't lir10,v of \Valdo's qttalitics-and he'll 
give tl1e1n a st1rprisc.': 

"But ,vhere do I como in?" asked Tra,·er;,. 
'' \\711at st1r1)risc do I gi,ro then1 ?'' 

'' Y ... c.~, a11s\\'er that 1" said Handfortl1 
fierce]"·· '' Ho,v do :you reckon that Travc1·:; 
is a11y !Jetter tl1an n1e-or a11y better tha11 
l•·ou. 1·sclf? Wo three, at least, ought to dra,v 
lots." 

'' No ,,·o ot1gl1tn't,'' retorted Nipper. 
~, Listen here, J'OU fa.tl1cad:3 ! You' re all so · 
excited that :you've forgotten s0111ething.'' 

And as they listened they bccan10 even 
n1oro cxci tc-d. 

ORD ha-d conic t.hrougl1 to Ix,vcll tl1at 
the Passage of Arms at Dttnsta11c 

• ,vas commencing. 
Cedric the CTuel, to celebrate hi~ 

v ictor.y, w.as holding the tour110.mcnt. l!o 
c,ride11tl_y· U"eg.a.rdcd tl10 capture of tho f ot1r 
bo~:-s as ia, trittmpl1. 

Rt1mot1rs came,. too, . tl1at tl1c ,bo)"S t.hcrn .. 
selves had bce11 taken to the .arcria., and tl1at 
tho king intended so1nc _dr,astic 111ovc. 

'' 1·his is getting worse .and ,,·orsc, Lee,'' 
~aid Lord Do:ririmore, as lie siood wit.h Nelson 
Leo in the courtj"&rd of t'l1e castle. '' \Vha t 
on oa.rtl1 aro wo goi11g to do?'' 

., I don't like this nc,vs, '' rc1>licd Lee 
bluntly. '' Cedric means mischief.,, 

A numbor of the other St. Frank's fcllo,,·3 
,vero crowding round, cager e..nd anxious. 

'' Isn'•t thcTe somethi11g ,vc ca11 do, sil" ?1
' 

asked Church brootl1lcssl.y. '' \\1 e' re 0,ll game, 
J·o u kn o '""." 

'' I don't dottbt )your g.a.1ncncss, ~"oung 'ttn, '' 
replied Lee. '' But ,,rl1.ate,,.cr is done, is a 
ma11's job. You .boJ·s 1nttst rcm.ai11 hero in 
Ix,vell. Dorrie e.nd I ,,,.ill see if "re oan get 
thirough. '' 

'' Hc,a.ps of tl1csc Nortl1estrians arc kccu, 
too, sir,'' put in McClure. 0 You',re onl.v 
got. to say tho ,vord, and a couple of 
thousa.11d of them ,, .. ill bo ready. Could11't 
,vo cut. e, "'"GY clean through to Dunstanc a11d 
ta.ke the ,brutes. by storm?'' 

'' It BOU11ds ,~ery brave .and bold-but sucli 
ar, expedition ,vould meet witl1 -disaster,"" rc­
pliod Lee, shaking his head. '' rrhe Got.h­
landers arc .massing in grrea,t numbers belrond 
tho lx\vell valley. Cedric l1&s seen to it that 
.a.n:r f urtheT advencc of the rebels is checked. 
llis best troopa a.re gua,rding Dunstane.'' 
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,. Yes, I'm afraid it \\"Ould 1be a massacre, 
you chapg,'' said Lord Dorrimore. ''We'd 
go a certain distance, e.nd then the Goth­
landesrs would me.lee a, pitehed battle of it. 
They'ro not only over,vhelmingly superior 
i11 numbers, but they are trained soldiers, 
too. Most of these Northestrians are un­
skilled i11 war.'' 

. '' But we must do something, sir,'' said 
Tommy Watson, in al.o.r1n. 

'' I wish to goodness I had ha.d those aero­
pla.nes brought ashorre from the Pioneer,'' 
groaned Dorrie. ''They'd come in might,ily 
use£ ul no,v. But it would take a. full day­
perl1.aps t\VO days-to bri11g thc1n a.shore and 
havo the1n 1asse1l1bled. Gad, I'll see that they 
c.ro n1.ade rea,dy a.s qt1ickly .as possible. 
'11hey' 11 be no 11sc in this affa.ir, b11t they'll 
con1e in J1.andy later.'' 

Nelson Lee, Dorrie, .and the others ,vere 
st1nrot111clcd, a.t a rospectf ul di.stance, by 
cro,vdB of Northcstr1ans. Tl1e n1arrkct sq11a.ro 
of Ix,vell ,Yas packed. ..t\n<l all were apprc­
l1ensivc. Tl1c r1e,vs tl1c..t fottr of tlio 
stranger j 1outl1s had beer1 captrured by 
Cedric l1a.d filled t}10 to,v11 ,vith 61.arm. Tho 
pco1Jle, moreover, \\·cire expecting Lee tl10 
Lio11heart to do soznetl1ing spcctac11Iar. 

'' It's 110 goo{l ta.I king e.bout tl1e 'plane5, 
Dorrie," said Lee. ''\"\re ,vcren't to kr10\V 

that tl1ose boy5 ,vould be e.a.pt11rccl i11 st1ch 
11nfort11nate ci rcnn1sta.ncet3. They ,vcre11't to 
blar11c in the lea.st and ,,e'rc 11ot to blramc 
for being unp1·cp,ared. Tl1ank hca,,.en ,vo 
ha<l tl1at sccoI1(1 tank as.scmblc-d." 

A gasp or amazement wen& 
up from the multitude when 
Travers tossed the gigantJe 
demon wrestler over his 

shoulder. 

Ho turned, a11d ga.zed upon the monstea,.i 
of ,,,a.r. Thero ,vcro t\vo of these t.a11ks no,""'· 
One 11ad .already bee11 t1sed s11ccessf11lly 
against the Gotl1l.anders. T11e eecond herd 
only just been iasscm·bled. 

'' Well, Dor~rie, there's no need for us to 
U1ink long o,·er this problem,'' £0.id N elso11 
Lee sud,denly. ''Tho tanks aro ottr only 
chance-a cha.nee i11 a thousand. I think wo 
can sticceed in getting thTot1g·h t11e er1emy 
lines. B11t Cedric is 110w ll"eady fo.r us-his 
men ,vi]l 110 longer be terrified by the ta11ks. 
And, ,,-ondcrf ul as t}1ey a.re, they h4vo their 
limitations.'' 

'' I don't see it,'' argued Dorrie. '' \Ve 
ought to get cle,an tl1rougl1-just .as ,ve did 
before." 

'' Cedric is no fool,,, rctoxted Lee. ''\\,To 
ror1 take tho tanks-yes. But ,vho.t if Ceclric 
he..s pircparcd some traps for U.3. '' 

'' 1"raJ)S ? '' 
'' Ea~ily enongl1, '' s.aid tho schooln1astcr• 

dctccti, ... e grimly. '' ~Ian po,ver is notl1i11g 
to Cedric; 110 could easily set ia tl1ousa.r1tl 
111cn to \\'"'Ork, a.rid <lcep trc11ches cottld be 
du.g .across tl1e 111:ai11 ro,acl into Dttnst.anc. ...c\ 
crttdo bridge o,,.er ,v hich horscma11 ancl 
troops cot1l<l go ,vi th safety, but. these heavy 
ta.nks ,vould j t1st .aa certainly plt1r1g·o do,vn. 
~~ncl t11c11 1w ,v si111ple it ,vot1ld be for the 
Gotl1l.a.11cle,r5 to pile -brush,voo-d upon tl1e help .. 
less tanks, a11cl set fire to them." 

I .. ord Dor1·in1orc cl!rC\V ,a deep brc-ath. 
'' By rl1c Ijor<l H·a,rry ! I hadn't thot1ght 

of an·v·thin_g- like thJJ,t !'' }10 muttcrecl. '' B11t 
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you're right, Lee. Yol1· re de~d right! 
,-l'h,a,t' s one ,voy in ,vh icl1 (~eel ric could spoil 
owr ga111e. But I don't l1eiie,·e it," he added 
.abruptl~y. '' I don't believe that that surly 
bl'ttte has enough \vits to think of a.nything 
so ingenious.'' 

'' 'l'i1e.t. is exactly ,,Th,at I am cot1nting 
lJpon, '" S4id Nelso11 Lee. '' !11 any ce.se, 
,yc're going to t.ake tl1c risk, Dorrie. We' re 
going off .at ot1cc--(lnd ,, .. e' i l a.tternpt to niakc 
a dash rigl1t through to DunstnnP. ,, 

Nelaon Leo oid 11ot .a.dd thnt run1ours ha.cl 
con1e to 11irn tlaat such road tro,p3 e,.s he 
hi11ted at ,vero being pTeJ)dred by the Goth­
landcrs. 'l"h us he kne,,,. that thiA dash to• 
,,·ards Dunsta11e ,vas fraugl1t with terrible 

•• per1i. 
It ,vas, indeed, a chance in a. thousand. 

-
CHAPTER 11. 

The Tournament! 

A IlL..:\RE of trumpets announced to the 
ten5C', excited cro\\·d:! that tl1e first 
cotnhat of the tour11e..ment ,va,s a.bout 
to take place. 

And frorn one of the pavilions strode a 
otnall figure, o.tti1red JU fln.nnel trousers, 
,,.-}1ite sho~~ te1111is shirt 6.nd blazer. Ligl-1tly 
lie ll~.apt U{lOU the charge., ,Yhich had been 
brought for his use b~r the n1cn-at-arn1s. 

Shout:; of ,vonder aros.('. This bov wa.s di~­
da.ining •arr11our ,ancl sl1icld. He \Vas going 
into t11e c~oinbat a~olutely unprotected! 

Stanley \\~eJdo ,,-as perfectly cool. 
l--Ie }1.a.rl be-en offered the ttsc of e.rniotur 

o.ncl shic!u, bt1t hQ had pron1ptly refused 
-t hern. ll<:' kne\Y t11a t such hea v ,;' impedi-
111cu t& \Vottld l1iudcr hi:J n1overnents. I-le v.~a~ 
gl.a.cl, indPPd, that h~ ,ancl }1is cliums ,vere 
only '""eari!1g J i~h t flan n~l s .. In stteh clothing~ 
his n10,-e111cnts ,\·ould be completcl.Y un­
}1ampered. 

He rot his horse ,vell, and qttit.o alone he 
rode do,vn the !ist5, l1is lance held high. H~ 
loo1ccd an incongrttOll5 fig11re in that sctti11g ; 
and f rorn tl10 door,,~(l..Y of the ter1t, Nipper 
~,nd Tra,rc:rs and Handforth \\,.atched y,·ith 
tJatP<l breath. 

'' Poor cho.p ! '' mutterc·d llan<lforth. '' I 
dr)'1l>t if lu~'ll con1~ throt1!?'!1 !" ' . 

' ' Don't forget th a t he' 5 s c-, .. e r(L i k ind~ of 
a 1r1ar, .. 0I." sai(l Nipper. '' I-le ·s a. chip oti 
tho old bloc le ! " 

It \Y<t5 true tl1.0rt Stnnle\" \\:--aldo took a.ftcr 
lii:; f a1nou5 fatl1er-Rupert ,, .. aldo, tl1e Peril 
ExJ)crr. ..\lthough only .a slim, o:r{.linary-
1ooki ng bo_y, lie pos~cs5ed the strengtl1 of a 
gitint. oncl }1is agility ,,·a.3 a.rnazing. His 
rye~ight \\'a5 so kf'f\n th(lt-.as l-Iandy as 
ofren sa.id-hC' could alm06t sec tl1ings before 
t h~.v ha ppt'ncd. 

'' \.\.,. aldo' s a Hum.an Miriac!C', '' murmuretl 
Ni11pl'r. '' 1,h,at's ,v11C'rc \YO might score, n1y 

son~. 1-Ie's an acrobat, a g_vmnast, and when 
he l i k e .3 to ex r rt h i 111~ l f his movements a re 
:1 ~ J ig-htning-like a; th0ce of a cat. This 
cornLot ,,·ori't llc so t1ncqual :as vou think!'' .. 

And eve11 lla.ndfort.h a.nd Tra,·ers ""ere bv 
no,v begin11i11g to get some of Nippccr's co11-
fidence . 

Cedric t.he Cruc-1, on his orn.a.te throne, 
la.ughed con ternptuottsl,y. 'l,ha.t slip of o boy, 
attired only in shirt and ft.a.nnels, looked 
a.bsurd. 

,r By my bones f ,,, e sl1all see an ce.rlv 
de.at h in the li5ts, '' mocked ·t.he king. '' 1'hf°:1 
)ronth ,vill last 110 longer th.an ten second~ !'-' 

.. Seo ! " said one of the 11ohlcs. '' The 
\·otlth is indeed 1nad ! lie ridoth to\\~ards 
--t 110 1~vilio11 of Urstan tho ,re,lio.nt ! '' 

'l~he ki11g rOtLrnd \\'ith laugl1ter. 

COMING NEXT WEDNESDAY I 

,. ; ' .J • -

' ' ·1,lle youug fool kno\"~eth no better!'' he 
jeered. ,. I'faitl1, tl1e 111ot1se ,vould l-1ave 
co111bat ,•,ith tl1c lio11 !" 

\\-t1.ldo rode 011 coollY. It ,.,a~ a fact that 
he \Vi.kl o,r,1lroacl1ing ti1e 11avi!iou of Ur5to.n 
t}1e \.tl!i·ant. Arid thi5 knight cha.llengcr, a-~ 
e.11 that grC>a.t concourse kr:e\\'. v.-as the~ t11o~t 
fortnidal)lc of all \\",lrrior.~. Never l1ad he 
hPen {lPfcatcd; 111a.r1)· \\·er~ the rash knights 
he h;.tJ ~ent to the dust, 111orl,Llly \\"Oi.tndl'Cl. 

U rstan hin1s(1 lf ,vas stancling j i.1st. outsido 
ltis JJaYilion, talki11g- ,vith several other 
k 11 igli ts. Ile- ,vas a big iJrt1 to of a n1an, a 
t~Tr•ical (1otl1lantlcr \\'ith o groot sc1uare 
bro\,·n i~l,-l,lack b(,ard. II e \Vas not ,,·ca i-ing 
l1i~ he_•l1uet. for he l1ncl dt·crn('d that }1e \\"ould 
not 1_,f,. callecl \tJ1on to gi,·e c·o111bat unt.il 
tl1csc t,ro ~:011ths ,,·ere disposed of . 
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His an~azcment ,,·as great, therefore, ·tvl1en 
\Valdo, pausing before tl1c pavilion, de­
liberately t<n.tcl1cd Urstan's sl1ield with the 
}Joint _of l1is lance. 

'' By my soul!'' ejaculated Urstan. "The 
poor fool J,nowcth not what he clo !', 

But \Valdo, l1aving indicated his opponent, 
no,v tttrned his horse and trotted serenely 
back to the extreme c11d of the lists. '!'here, 
wheeling, he waited. 

11 \V ntch closely, good Atta w11lf," gloated 
tl1e king. "Methinks this " .. ill be a rare 
ccn1cdy. '' 

' ' THE VALLEY 
OF FEAR!'' 

By E. S. Brooks. 

Face to face with brontosauruses, dino-
saurs, and ot~er prehistoric monsters I · 

. . -

At- the mercy o( these_ gigantic ~reatures 
in a ~valley from which there is ,no es-cape. 
Suell ts terrifying exp-erience o( four mem­
bers of the St. Frank's party in Northestrla. 
Captured by Cedric the Cruel, :thef are 
thrown into the Valley of Fear, there to 
await unknown terrors. Once again the 
Gothland tyrant has struck a shattering 
blow ; once again victory is within bis grasp. 

Thrills l Excitement I Action ! 
Look out for t_his corking double-length 

yarn next week1 chums. 

Con.eluding chapters of Ladbroke Black's 
popular adventure serial. · 

'' Handforth's Weekly!'' 
·' 

1 ' BETWEEN OURSELVES l 1' 

All these topping features in next weekts 
bumper issue. -

'ORDER IN ADVANCE! 

'' '1,110 boy is dead alrcnd)'?, '' n1uttcrcd 
Atta ,vttlf. 

Thero ,vas a great flourish of trumpets 
and clarions. U rstan the Valiant rose forth 
fron1 his pa ,--ilion, a magnificent figt1rc in­
deccl. His st1it of arn1our was of glittcri11g 
steel, and in n1any p1accs it was l1ea,·ily 
inlaid ,,_.ith gold. lle now ,vore his helmet, 
and e,·e11 tho ,,.isor ,,,a.s closed, so that l1is 
brutal features ,vcre concc!3-lcd. 

He drc\v his horse to a standstill, and 
waited. 

Tl1e t,vo cornbaatants no\v stood opposecl to 
each other at the extremities of the lists. 
'fhe in1mense crowcls of peoplo all rol1nd 
held their breath. They were thrilled, 
Tl1cy v."ere sad, too. r11is ,vould be no com­
bat at all. Unprotected as he was, the boy 

,vould be run clean througl1 by Urstan's 
deadly 1a.nre. '11hero ,vas no lancer in tl1e 
,vhole land ,vitl1 greater skill than Urstn11 
the \' aliant. 

Another blare of trumpets sot111ded-the 
signal. On the instant U rstan 11rged his 
steed forward, n11d he ,vent gallo1)ing do,vn 
the lists rat f t\ll tilt. \Valdo, at the sa111e 
moment, galloped on to meet tl1e cl1argc. 

'' No,v for it!'' said Nipper tc11sely. '' By 
J ovc ! It's more tl1rilling tl1an a Cup-tic 1 '' 

'' Will he do it ?'1 ,vhispered Handforth. 
'' Oh, by George ! \Vill 110 do it?" 

'!,hey juclgcd that the t,vo ,vot1ld meet 
almost in the ,·cry centre of the lists-rigl1t 
opposite tho king's gallery, It ,vas as it 
should be, ancl Cedric ,vas standing up in 
his gloot.ing cxcite~ent. - · 

On the;· can1e, tl1eir steeds' hoofs tl1under­
ing t1pon th~ tttrf. Urstnn's lance "'as l1eld 
,vith deadly ct1nning a11d accuracy; ,,7 aldo's 
,vitl1 cltttnsy an1ateurishncss. And as he 
galloped l1e ,vas ,vatching the venomotts 
point of Urstan's lance. Yet not by an i11ch 
did \Valdo urge his steed a\Y:ay from tho 
danger. 

'rh'1 t,Yo 'charged at ono another; they 
&ro,v ne.arer; tl1en came the fateful second. 

Ursta11's lance was thrust straight nt 
W:aldo's chest. It seemed tl1at tl1e boy 
"rould be in-1paled. Hand£ orth almost closed 
his eyc3 in his horror. 

Then, at the last second, ,vhen it seemed 
too late, "raid() performed an act of agility 
,,1hich surprised even the St. Frank's trio. 
In one flash Waldo turned a, back somcr­
sa ult, for, well in ad,rancc, lie had freed his 
feet from t.he stirrups. As he rose Urstnn's 
lan~e shot clear beneath him. In anotl1cr 
flash he was do,vn again. His galloping 
l1orse made no difference; ho landed fairly 
on his feet, and rose on,vards thus standing. 
Urstan the Valiant, gaping with bewilder­
n1ent, did not c,~cn rein in his own horse. 
He had expected to impale the boy, but the 
boy had not been tl1crc at the fateful second._ 

And now, ,vith brilliant horsemanship, 
Waldo reined his horse rou11d, and, like a 
flash, he purstted his opponent. · ·He was still 
st.anding, riding n1agnificently, with all the 
agility and grace of a circtts performer. 

Urstan had just turned his o,vn mot1nt, 
and ho "·as in time to sec Waldo charging 
at him. 

Crash! 
Tl10 point of \Valdo's ]~nee struck against 

Urstan's arn1ot1r, and tl1e ,Taliant knight 
reeled back, sli thercd side\vays, and fell 
fron1 his horse ,vitl1 a clattering of n1etal. 

A migl1ty roar arose~i. roar of an1azemcnt 
n1ingled ,vith a,vo. This boy-this t1npro­
tected )·outh-ha<l t1nscatcd Urstan the 
\ 1 aliant I 

The ki11g cursed ,Tiolent]y, and he raved. 
I-Io sho,vercd threats nnd contemptuot1s 
epithets t1po11 Urstan's head. 

Bttt \Valdo had not yet finished. _ 
He sa,v no reason ,,·hy l1e sl1ould stick to 

tho r11les of the toltrnamcnt. He was 11, 

stranger, anyway, and lie ,vasn't supposed to 
kno,v the regula.tions._ His one and only ~e .. 

'. 
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sire ,vas to m,1kc U rst,a n look ridiculous in 
th_c C)~cs· _ ~1 the iµ1=1ltitud~ ·; -to· conquer him 
and put him to shan~c. ·While his l1orse "'"as 
,till __ gallopi_pg. at full .s~~d \Yaldo lonpt to 
t.he gro_und. It ,vas a· r1skJ' thing to do; but 
_tl1e turf Vv·as soft, and \Valdo was· rcadj• 
enough to t-ake risks in these circttmstancea. 
llis f e:et tot1ched tho ground, he rolled into 
a ball and ,vent o,yer and ·o,,er like a shot 
rabbit. ... . 

lie had judged l1is _distapce well, for when 
he sudd(\nly. 'rose to bis feet,. apparently Uil• 

hurt-, he v.as standing alongside tl1e fallen 
Urstan. -

·· up, gallant knight!'' shottt-ed ,Valdo 
mo<:k\i!1gl~·. · ''_I i~ucd tl10 challenge. and I 
fight ·1n my o,vn ,vay !_,, ·. 

He grablJcd_ at · Urstian's helmet and 
wrenched· it eloon ··off•- the man's shottldcrs. 
The chal!enger knight's face wns red with 
fury .nnd nlarm, ·and his beard \\'as in a 
tangle. The eyes ,vhicb looked out upon 
\Vnldo were filled with amnzemen·t. . . 

And no,,·· \\"aldo pcrforn1ed a feat of 
strcngtl1 \Vhich astonished ~iveh Nipper. 
}lor, v.'ith one heave, the son of_ the cele­
brated Wonder M,in J7 &1nked Urstan the 
Valiant f1·orn the ground. With anotl1er 
hea,·e he s,v-ung him round and practically 
throw him upon his horse~ _ . 

11 And no,v. -gallant knigl1t, wr continue 
our combat!'' sang otit ·\Valdo_ blithely. 

lie took a leap at · his o\vn horse; he 
soo.rcd up\\·iards as th-ough l1is heels con­
tained po,\,.eriul springs. Like. ·a fcathcr­
,vcigllt he landed in the saddle, swung round 
ut tl1e same inst.ant, and faced his opponent. 
It ,vas n.11 done so smoot.hl:r, so brilliantly, 
that t-he crowd~ ,vero brca.thlcss. 

"· By n1y soul ! Tl1is boy is not human ! '' 
gasped the king, in a fearful voice. '' He is 
the ,rcry dc,~il liimsclf ! Didst see how ho 
liftc_d Urstan and flting him upon l1is steed?'' 

'' Did ,, .. e not \\,.arn ye, sire, that these 
stranger 3'ot1tl1s arc possessed of \Yizardry ?" 
asked Red,, .. old. '' Ha , .. c we not had c,ri-
dcncc of their miracles before? 'T,vas·ill to 
tempt tho fates t.hus." 

In the arena the t,vo combatants "'ere 
glaring at one .nnotl1er. Urstan tl1e Valiant 
1vns glari_1g ,vith rage intermingled ,v.ith 
{oor; \Valdo lvas glaring ,vitl1 mack ferocity. 

'' Arc )·ot1 afraid?" he jeered. ''.Or shall 
\\"C ha v·c anot!1r.~r try 1 ~_, _ 
· '' By the s,1/ord of Cal,vold !'' sneered 
U rs tan. '' You sl1all die!'' 

Ile whee le,~ l1is hor~e a l>out, gnllop~d 
do,,,n tho lists.. nncl "\",.,i.,.~tic!o did t lie sume. 
'l1hcn on ~e ag.a in they· tore at ono anotl1er, 
the knight no\v seething '"'it l1 fur~·. 

lie meant to make no 111istake this time. 
Ile ,,,at.chcd l1is oppone11t k:cc11l_y, 011d ,vas 
reacly to thrust l1is la.n';e t1p,vards sl1ol1ld 
,,1 aldo leap a~ain. 

B~t tl1is t1n1e tl1c youngster adopted 
anotJier ruse. At the ,-ital n1on1c11t ho 
slithered ov2r tl1e side of l1is horse, ~like an 
expert co,,·boy, and rode· tl1t1s. Ur.;tan had 
110 n1ark at- ,vhich to ain1: lie "'as bc­
,rilclered, and his lance {altered. 

Waldo, who wa.s \l.ratching, took i11stant 
ind,~antage. l11 a flash he was back in tl10 
sarldlc, and his own lance drove straight az1d 
true at Urstan's breastplate.. Only ·in the 
nick of tin10 · did Urstan get his shield in 
front of him. There _v.~as a rattling cr-asl1, 
a splintering of woodwork as the end broke 
off Waldo's lane-a, but tho shock· had the 
effect o1 unseating Urstan con1pletely. Once 
again the ·knight wc11t tht1ddi11g to tl1e turf, 
and this ti1ne his horse galloped on. \Valdo 
wheeled about, raising l1is splintered lance 
o.lof t.. The crO\\'ds, · n1ad ,vith cntl1usiasm. 
acclaimed him tl10 victor. 

Cedric. leaping up in his seat again, 
pointed furiously to Urstun tl1e Valiant. 
- "Take the dog away I" he bellowed. 

'
11 Take l1in1 fro~ u~y sight, and never let me 

SC'e him again t'' · 
ltlanJ,· ,·oices \1\1ere uttering· ,-.·ords of 

si1nilar purport. · U rstan the Valiant was 
hu1niliated completely. Bruised and 
battered, filled ,vitl1 co11fusion and rage, he 
retired to his o'\\·n pavilion. And ,,, aldo, 
deeming that his job ,,·as done, rode sedately 
to the other end of the lists. 

'' We)l done, old n1an !" said Nipper eagerly. 
'' You were marvelloits !" · 

"I d•Jr1't know whether the thing's over 
yet,,, said Waldo. ''I didn't do anything 
much, anyway. These Gotl1landers, in all 
their armot1r, are slo,v and clumsy.'' 

'' Never mind that,'• said Nipper. •• Out 
}"'Ou go, Travers! Do11't waste ony time! 
Cl1allenge the next beggar-a11d give l1im 
socl,s !" 

"I'll see ,vhat I can do," said Trnve1~ 
coollll". '' \'\""ell, well! \Vii at a life!" 

He disdained nny mot1nt, and ,vnlkcd 
sedately do,v11 the lists, nil e:res upon him. 
Even the king ,vas nonp)11ssed. For Ced1·io 
had had 110 ti1no to 00111c to any decisio11 ,,·ith 
1·cgard to \\:" uldo or U r~tan tl1e Valiar1t.. Y ct 
l1cre \\·as tl1e next stranger youtl1,' reacly to 
give battle! 

:l.Iost ct1rious of all, Travers was un­
rno1111tcd; l1c did not evc11 possess a lance. 
'\\'ith n1i 1111concer11~d stroll, ho approached 
t11e pavilions of the knight challengers. And 
nn absolt1tc gnsp of consternation ,,~ent up 
from tl1e l'ager Northestrian cro,,·ds \\pl1en it 
was senr1 that Travers had tot1ched the shield 
of Roclo1f tl1e l\Iigl1ty I 

'' N av, tl1e yot1t-h knov;ctl1 11ot ·tl1e man I" 
,,·er1t up tl1e shout. " 1Tis u.nfair !,, 

'' '11he boy ,,·ill be crt1shecl to dcatl1 in the 
first cncot1nter !" 

•• Ay, Rodolf ,vill s11rel.}" slaughter hin1 !""1 

'1.,hcsc nnd otl1er cries ,vent up. For 
Travers l1ad chosen a singt1lar oppc)ne11t. 
Rodolf tl1c 1\Iigl1t.y-the de1non ,vrcstlcr of 
Gothla11d ! 

Rodolf hi1nse1£ ,vas standing 011tside his 
pa,·ilion, a giant of a ma 11, to\vcrir1g full six­
foot-te11, and pro1JOrtionatcl.v broad and 
bra,,·ny. In all Nortliestria a11d Gothla11d, no 
opponents hacl ever bee11 kno\vn to tl1ro,,· 
Rodolf. Ile had broken the bones of scores 
of cl1allcngers; he had crushed the life ottt 
of nt. least a dozen men. He v.·as a hu1na:.i 
gorilla. 
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Y ct t.llis bo:r, tl1is sliu1 3--ot1ngster, l1ad 
cl1allenged T1in1 to co111bat in tl1e arena! 

'.fho effect ,vas two-sided. \\ .. bile the people 
,vere aghast at 'fra,·ers' audacity, they were 
also fearful. It sce1ned to t.l1e111 that hero 
,vas proof, i11del.'<.l, of tho wizard po,vers of 
these stra11gcrs ! 

Travers, l1aving toucl1ed tl1at sl1ield, re• 
tired to the cc11tre of tl1e lists, and there he 
,vaitcd. Tl1c air was filled witl1 a tumult of 
shouting. Rodolf the :a-Iigl1ty, unable to 
belie,·e the evidence of his eyes, had not yet 
mo,,.cd. But his att.enda11t,s recalled him to 
realit,ies. Ridiculous though ·it seemed, lie 
,vus compelled to go into the arc11a a11d 
,vrestle ,vitl1 t.l1is boy. It ,vas one of tl1e 
rigid la,vs of the tour11umc11t. The sl1ield 
l1ad been to11cl1ed I 

ltodolf uttc1·ed a gron-·l like a say·age 
ar1imal. 

"Docs this boy seek to humiliate me, too ?J" 
l1e asked savagely. "By St. Attalus ! I \viii 
crt1sl1 him as I ,vot1ld cn1sh nn insect !1

' 

'1'110 ·very f net tl1at he had bee11 challenged 
,vas a I1u1niliation; but Rodolf vowed ho 
,,·ot1ld remedy that by smashing the bones of 
ti1is youngster in tho first second or t,vo. 
A11d 110 knc,v tl1at he c.ould do it. Agility 
and speed of action ,vould not help tl1is boy. 
]tor 011co lwdolf got l1is grip, the rest 
,vould be inevitable. 

Travers knew ft, too. At all costs l1e ,vould 
l1ave to a,·oid the gia11t's crttshing grip. And 
Travers steeled himself for the ordeal. 
Rodolf ,vas advanci11g towards l1im, a truly 
fearsome speci1ne11 of humanity. 

A l1usl1 no,v fell; tl1e peoJJlc ,vatched fcar­
f ully. An apparent miracle l1ad l1appened i11 
the first combat; but it ,vas impossible that 
there could be t,vo miracles in succcssio11. 

'' Bal1 ! I ""as a fool to co11scnt to this 
fcJlll .. l" gro,\~lcd Cedric, as lie glared do,v11 
ttpon tho lists. "'l,his ,,lill be no con1bat. 
'l'he boy ,viii be cr11sl1cd to pttlp ns soon as 
llodolf's nrms encircle l1in1 !11 

'' As ,veil die thus as by tlie l1ea<lsman, 
sire,,., commcr1tcd Red\\~old. 

'' .~y, true"!" ad1nitted the king. ''Harken! 
Ye ,Yill l1ear the boy's bo11es crack!" 

Ile spoke almost ,vitl1 relisl1, and he and 
l1is 11oblcs gave their f t1ll attcr1tion to t-ho 
are11a. 

CHAPTER 12. 
Victory! 

T IIE JJrovcrlJial pi11 111i gl1t. I1uvc bce11 
l1eard to dt\1JJ as , 1 iviar1 Tra,rers a11tl 
llodolf the l\·figl1ty faced 0110 a11otl1cr 
i11 tl1c cc11tre of tl1e are11a. 

'l"l1e ttun1pets sot111ded tI10 sig11al, arid i11 
tl1e same seco11d l~odolI sprang f or,\·ard. He 
,vas impatie11t and a11gry. It ,1-·ns abst1rd 
that this co111bat sl1ot1ld haYe been thrust 
tl})on l1im. Jiis 0111~~ cot1rse ,vas to settle it 
i1nn1ediately-a11<l tl1t!S J)rov·c l1is co11tcn1pt 
for t.l1e rasl1 boy. 

rl,ravcrs dicl 11ot fli11cl1; l1e rlid not e·ve11 
· ;ittempt to cloclgc. Sta11tling tJ1l1S, face to 

face, tl1c {)air ,vcre a bsur<lly 111aicl1cc.l. Rorlol f 
(Gontl12urtl on, n~xt l)G!JC.) 
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tov.·cred above Travers, a •veritable giant ol 
strength and brn\\·n. They gripped. 

And then the second miracle of the 
tot1~~1ame~t ha_p.Pened. _ · -- --

,~ 1th the agility of a monkey, Tra,~ers half. 
turned, ·seizi11g Rodolf by the arm and by tl1e 
sl10Qlder. 'l,he amazed spectators.._ saw the 
mighty ,vrestler soar over Travers' shoulder, 
to go tht1ddi11g heavily to the grot1nd. 
Rodolf l1ad been throw11. 

'' A ·n1t1rrain upon the boy!" ejact1lated the 
king. '' Didst see, Attawttlf? Rodolf is 
down !'1 

•• In all faith, sire, these stranger J'outl1! 
are truly assisted by devils!" said Attav.1 ulf 
fearfully. 

Rodolf the Mighty was on his f ect again, 
and he rushed blindly at Travers. Again 
Travers held his g1"0und. He \\·aited, he cal­
culated his man cunning_!y, and they clashed 
and grip~d. This time Rodolf s,vt1ng 1·ou11d, 
roaring with agony. Travers bent o\'er, and 
Rodolf went up and up. as though forced by 
some uncanny pol\~er. · 

Crash r 
Again he thudded to the turf. Yet it l1ad 

been his o,vn stren~h \\·hich had conquered 
him-his own strength, cunningly utilised by 
Travers. For the crowds were ,vitnessing an 
art of which they kney; nothing. They ,vcre 
,vutching an exhibition of ju-jitsu! 

Travers. happ~ned to· be a brilliant CX· 
ponent of Japanese wrestling-a~ Nipper \\·ell 
knew-and he was thus ,veil eq11ippcd for 
this task. By- a, .. oidir1g l?odolf's aircct ~ip, 
Travers \\·as easilr. ti)o master. By util1sin~ 
the tricks of ju-Jitsu, he was able to bur, 
this great giant of a man over his shoulder. 

But to the multitude the \\i'hole thing 
seemed bl~ck magic, and 110w jeers arose, 
a~cQmpanied by shouts of acclamation. 
R~odolf ~ ohbv_iously hurt, ,vas slowly draggi11g 
himself to his feet. The jeers ,tere for liim; 
the joyous · cries for' 'frave1-s. · 

-'' 'l~he boy. wins!" 
r, Bra,~o r Bra,~o !0 

'' All~ay, Rodolf, for thou nrt no longer the 
mighty!" · . - · 
· '' Hail to the co11queror !" . 

But Rodolf tl)e l.Iighty did not admit that 
he '\\'as defeated. S_narling savagely, he 
rushed at Travers aga111. And now he was 
indeed an easy victim. For iri his fury he 
laid himself open to every one of Travers' 
tricks. With . supre~e simplicity, the boy 
conquered again. Rodolf seemed to take a 
flying lea.p into the air, and ho soared over 
Travers' head, to crash like som<, solid mon• 
strosity upon the ttirf. He lay therep 
stretched out, windL'CI. .. 

Agair1 the_ cries aros~. Cedric, now on his 
feet, pointed a quivering finge~ at Travers. 

'' Enot1~h I'' he snarled. '' Are these boy: 
to humil1at-e me compl~tely ?u . 

'' They have bt1t '\\·on their combats, sire,11)' 
said Redwold. . · 

'' Ay, and no,v they ,viii die!" retorted the 
ki11g. '~Have them dragged to the block r 
These two and. the others! Ay, the four!" 

~, But, your II)ajesty · 0 began Attav.rulf in 
alarm.· 

'' Silence, dog!'' roared the King. '' Am I 
ever to be frustrated 7 \\7ho art thou, Atta­
,,·t1lf, to argue \\·itl1 me? I say that these 
f ottr boys shall die by the block I Enough l '' 

Attav,ulf, abashed. had notl1ing to sa:)". 
'' Seize that boy-a11d bring t.he others l'J 

,vent 011 Cedric, 11early beside himself. '' I 
,viii sho,v 1~e wl1ctl1er they are wizards! Per ... · 
cha11co their heads "~ill fail to fall from their 
sl1ouldcrs \\'hen the axe- descends!· Bah!'' 

Men rar1 to · do his bidding.'- . Soldiers 
hurried to,vai-ds Travers, and Tra\~ers was 
seized. At !ho ·same tin1e, Nipper _arid Hand­
forth and \\· ald~ _\\"C~ dragged from the tc1Jt. 
All four of them were hemmed in by me11• 
at-arms. · · - . . 

Four great blocks l1ad been plac·ed ~in the 
centre of the arena, and the headsmen, \\1ith 
tl1eir mighty axes, wero standing ready. 
At the \\~ord of command, tho four boys were 
dragged towards tho waiting blocks. 

'l'ho king's orders ,vcre being obe:yed I 
There ,vas no arguing \\·ith him no,v ; his 
rage was fcarson1c. '11,vo of these boys had 
humiliated him in tl1e eyes of the North• 
cstrian throngs, and death would be the 
penalty t 

Yet it.seemed tl1at tho boys were to have 
a brief respite before the fatal moment. 

Ji"'or just then, c,·c11 as tl1e executioners 
,vcre preparing t,) raise their axes, a diver­
sion occlttrcd. A &re.at cavalcade of bravo 
knigl1ts in armour can1e sweeping into tl1e 
lists They niado a fino spectacle in their 
glamorous arra:y. But the king ,vas not 
pleased; l1e gloYt'crcd upon the 11c\\?comcrs 
angrily. _ 

'' 1,he lists. cl1ampio11s f row Ina, mctl1inks, ., 
he said impatiently. '' Let tben1 be checked. 
1,hey .can make their salutations after these 
executions.'' _ 

It was a custom for such cavaloodes to 
sweep right into the arena, and to gi,pe their 
salttte to the king. 'l'hc nc,vcomers, knowing 
notl1ing of what ,vas happening, ,vere carry­
i11g out the usual })roccdurc. 

'l,hcy· ndvianced scda.tcl:y, their fine 
chargers ,vell l1cld. \Vitt1 lances upraised, 
lvitl1 pennons fll:oing they approached the 
roJ·al gallery. Near at l1and stood the 
executioners, ,vit-h tl1c four boys v.1 aitiJJg to 
b(\ tl1rust forward t.o the blocks. 

'' Hold l" shouted a · marshal, ad\·ancing 
upon the cavalca(le. · '' '1,is the king's com• 
niand that ye shall wait I'' 

The leading knight raised l1is visor. 
'' To blazes ,vith tl1e kin!f's cornmand ! " lie 

yelled. "Como on, :you f eilows I No,v's our 
chance!'' 

Nipper and th~ other boy·s ,vondered if 
they . ,vore, goin~ crazy. That ,·oice l. Lord 
Dorr1n1orc·s vo1,~c ! And no,v, V."1tl1 o 
tl-.undering of l1oofs, tl1e "'hole ca ,ralcade of 
knights carnc sweeping down upon the 
c·xecutioners and their ,,.ictims. 

Up ,vent other ,1'isors and Nipper and 
Tra.,·crs and \\~aldo and Handforth recog­
nised t.he £.aces of Nelson Lee, Mr. · Willccs, 
Bro,vne of the Fifth, o.nd se,·era.l officers of 
the Pioneer! · 

(Concluded on pagt 44.) 
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Edwy Searles Brooks, popular author or 
ihe St. Frank's stories, ebats with readers 

of the '' Helson Lee.,, · 

OUR Round Table hasn't got quite into 
t.l1e swing of tl1i11gs, but I'm expecting 
tl1e Big Push of readers' letters to start 
·very shortly no,v. And the quicker the 

1,cttcr I shall like it, far I can assure everybody 
tl1at it gi,res me real pleasure to receive letters 
from all my cl1ums wl10 read the Old Pa}H'r. 
The following have be~n received during- the 
past few days: S. Birdsall (Barnsley), Dorothy 
Napper (Victoria, B.C.), H. Cheesman (Syden• 
11am), Daniel D. Haslam (Brooklands, Cl1eshire), 
]{obert J. \Vareing (Birmingham), Gloria Da1y 
(liontreal), Robert J. \Vareing • (2nd letter). 
l\laurice \V. MaQkenzie (Cl1ristcl1urch, N.Z.), 
\\'illiam Slogan (Sandwich, Ontario). 

• • • 
,Just one little~point, all you fellows and girls, 

too. Some of you finish your letters with a 
,;rery imposing signature. It looks fine and grand, 
l'Jl admit, but 11nfortunately I can't always 
read it. Thus it is likely that your letter gets 
acknowledged under a name which is not your 
own, and you write up and Blang me for not 
l1aving acknowledged ~our letter at all! So I 
sl1all be much obliged if you will print. your full 
name underneath, and tl1en I shall not make any 
silly mista.kes. 

* • • 
Nol'·s l1as left St. l?ra11lc's, Robert J. \\~areing, 

but Robert Simmons and Julian Clifton are 
still there. They share Study No. 14: in tl1e East 
House. \Valter Skelton is with Eugene Ellmore 
in Study No. 7 in tl1e Modern House, and Robert 
Canham digs with Clarence Fellowe and Timothy 
rr11cker in Study U of the \\-rest House. So 
Clarence Fellowe ia still at St. Frank's. I don't 
1nention him mucl1 in the stories, because his 
'' poetical ,, style of speech is liable to get tire­
some. A littlo of Clarence, 110,v and again,· is 
enough. Donald Harron a.nd Joseph Page are 
j11 Study No. 13 of the East House, and Arthur 
l{omp is witl1 Cyril Conroy in Study No. 17 of 
the same House. 

• • • 
'.fhe word '' Remove,'' \\Tillia1n Slogan, means 

-wJ1en used in connection with e, school like St. 
lfrank's-a Form, or Class. The Remove Form 
is a sort of stepping-stone from the Lower School 
to tl1e Upper School ; ai1d tl1e ,vord, if l"OU come 
to think of it, roally explains itself, for it is in 
this Fonn that the boys get t,heir remo,·e and 
become seniors instead of juniors. 

It seems tl1at yot1r wisl1 l1as alreatly been 
granted, Daniel D. Hasla1n 1 with regard t.o a 
holiday series. 'fhe yar11s now running are just 
tho sort you like, I bolio\"O. \\To're getting rigl1t 
back into the '' good old times,'' el1 ? .1.s you 
say, I'm having to bt1ckle i11t,o tlie work wit,h a 
vim, as these longer stories naturally take up a 
gre~t deal more time. Ezra Quirke, that peculi .. 
nrly mysterious fello,v wl10 once figured as a 
St. Fr:ank's boy, still lives at llarket Do11ning. 
He's not very far from St. Franl{'s, and it/s 
!luite possible that he might butt into the lime­
light again one of these days. As for Guy Sinclair 
of the Sixth. he is still one or the best cricketers 
in the St. Frank's First XI. But, as a leopard 
can't change his spots, Sinclair remains a bit of 
a bounder. However, his prowess on the cricket 
jield ma.kes up for a lot. 

• • 
Of course, there are · oxceptio11s to tl1at 

'
1 leopard spots,, rule, fort after all, it's only the 

exception which maltes the rule, As a notable 
example, there is tl1e case of Reggie Pitt, of the 
West House. who arrived at St. F1·ank'e as a 
very first-class rotter such a rotter, in fact, 
that he became known as •• The Serpent,*! 
owing to his cnnning. But the companionship 
of such breezy, healthy fellows as Nipper and 
Handforth knocked most of t,he e,7il out of 
Reggie, and he learned tl1e wisdom of subduing 
his worser pa.ssio~. Another example is Ralph 
Leslie Fullwood, wl10 was just as big a scamp as 
Pitt, but wl10 is now as straight e.s a ~ie. It's 
rather e, coincidence t.hat Reggie Pitt's own 
sister, " ... innie, should have played a big part in 
the reforming of Fullwood's chri.racter, ably 
assisted by Clive Russell~ the Canadian junior 
who now shares Study I with Fullwood and who 
is his boon chum. 

t , 

{Ed·u•y Searlu Brooks w~l be f)leaaed eo hear /~0111, 
'' N .L!1 reader,. Send h1m a ldter now-here ia 
li~ addrea,: e/o NELSON LEE LmnARYt Fleceu.:a1 
Bo'UIJt-1 Parringd01, Street, London, E.0.4.) 
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This Corking Serial Breaks All Records 

By 

LADBROKE 

BLACK 

The Blul tllat Failed ! 

T HERE was 
only one 
thing t-0 be 
done, and 

that was to keep the 
top of the barrica.de 
clear. Again a n d 
again, "l'ith battle­
axe and spear,· Eric 
and Danny s~·ept 
their defences. But 
still the foe came 011, 

l101'·ling and sl1ou t-
• 1ng. 

As a result of these 
repeated attacks b)y 
t-he enem'1~, the 

~ 

barricade gra.duall~t 
shifted. A chair "ra.s 
displaced, and tl1ere 
was no time to put 
it in position again. 
An overturned table 
moved, leaving a 
gap which l\Ta.s in• 
stantly filled by one of the mail-clad soltliers. 

Danny was no longer moving about behind 
the barricade. Standing with his feet set a 
little apart,, he wielded his battle axe, using 
.it now as a cutting ,,,.capon and no,v as a 
mace, v.-hile Eric's arms ached wit.11 the 
tl1rusting of the spear he held in his griJ>. 

It \\~a.s going down, that da1n ,vhich was 
their only protection. In another moment 
the flood "~ould be loosed 

'' You couldn't get the guv'nor to beat it, 
eould you, ?.Ir. Eric ! '' DannJY gas1)ed. '' \\·e 
can't hold 'em much longer.'' 

But Eric ha-d no time even to glance in the 
direction of his uncle. His l\~hole attention 
w·as concentrated on repelling the attackers. 
Already he had reason to bless the coat .... of 

• .. . .., . 
• • • .... :-. 

cl1ain mail he had put on, for though lie had 
been wounded in the arms and in the hands, 
none of those savage thrusts ha,d found -any 
vital spot ~·et. 

Louder ancl louder gre,v tl1e yells of t.I1e 
inf,1riated soldiers. The vaulted roof seemed 
to ring \Yit.h tho no.me of Tormansuk. Death 
had no terrors for tl1c gt1ards. Bitten deep 
into their mi11ds ,vas tl1e tho11ght that they 
'\\'"ere fighting for their ancient faith a-ncl their 
ancient rites. TlieJ"' were like the soldiers of 
1\lahommed, inspired by the t.l1ought that 
death in this battle, for tl1c honour of tl1eir 
God, would "'in them re,:rarcls compared ,vith 
~,.hich earthly prizes "~ere of no account. 

The barricade was no longer a barricade. 
Eric sa,v Danny driven back against the wall 
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' -
--glimpsed the flash of his battle axe and His dazed brain vaguely l1eard a.nd tra.nslated 
then he was down, and half a dozen of the the words that his uncle was uttering in the 
guards had flung themselves upon him with to11gue of the Skrellings. 

. savage shouts. The next instant, almost '' Oh, infamous children of Tormansulr~ who 
miraculously it seemed, the old pu~ was would lay sacrilegious l1ands upon the Angekok 
on his feet again, shalcing his foes off him himself. Beware of tl1c wrath of your GodJ 
like a retriever scatters the water after a swim. who speaks from the fires ·that never die.'' 
\Vith a spring he cleared a passage through Instantly there was a lull in that furious 
his foes, the blade of his axe shining red. onsla~ght, brok~n by a c1·ack, as Danny freed 

Eric himself was fighting desperately. The himself from the t,vo men who had gripped_ 
~pear lie be]µ . had. been ref~ from his hand. him and were trying to bear l1im to t.he ground. 
He had only his shield and his bare fists. He An amazina fioure dressed in the ceremonial 
lrne,v 110 ~ea.r ?low. He was o!11Y consciou~ of robes oj th; A~gekok, was walking slowly and 
;\ determ1~at1on_ to go on. till he dropped .. sedately down the passage. It was the p~-
1he boy flu11g his heavy shield at the face of fessor Even a.t that moment of stress Eno 
an advancing foe, and then, ~d~-stcpping a felt a~ hysterical desire to laugh. \Viih his 
~pear thrust, crashed home his _r1gh~ on the bristling red bcard-i11 tha.t weird, glittering 
Jaw of unother. ~ A man closed with him. He rccra-lia-his uncle certainly looked a ludicrous 
could feel finger~ clutching at his throat. He fi~re. 
was being borne down. , . Slowly -he approached the spot where the 

'' Tor1na11suk ! Tormansuk ! _ " fight had raged. Standing in the very centre 
The cries of the attackers $6emed to grow of the barricade, he calmly faced the guards, 

louder and louder. E1·io could see· a., pair of who had halted· as if thunderstruck. 
fierce eJ"es looking do,v11 into his. AI1d tl1c11 '' Do }"'OU wa-nt Tormansuk to rise and 
suddenly the man's grip relaxed, and "~i"th a smite you~? Do· y·o11 wish him to let loose the 
g1"oan he rolled aside. fires of hi9 ,vrath t ,, 

Panting, the }Joy leaned back against tlia As he spoke, he raised his hands above his 
,val~. As he did so . ho sa,v st-anding by his head 
s1de the Daughter of the Sun. Her golden hair . '' Back, faithless children. I, the mout-l1-
,vas all a.wry, and her blue eyes were blazing. piece of rl,ormansuk, to whom no,v has been 
In her right hand was a spear, and in her left gran~d rule a~d. authority over you-b~ck, I 
,\ shield. -. _ say1 or more te1Tible punishments ,vill fall 

-'' Get behind me, ob Tuluwit, and I will upon you 1 ,, · 
guard yot1 until your strength rett1rns ! '' Not a. soul moved. Eric was suddenly 

She had placed herself in front of him, and a~·are of a curious cllill. Only a. moment 
,vas thn1sting at the oncoming horde. Eric before he had been hot with the struggle of 
st.o?ped to pick up one of the weapons. '\l;th the fi~ht. Now he ,vas shivering. Th~ s_weat 
,vhich the floor "' .. as littered. As he did so, on his forehead seemed to turn to 1c1cles. 
from down the passage came a booming voice. And yet he kne,v that the temple, warmed by 

HOW THE STORY DEGAN. 
ERIC DEllNI1'-rG, a c1teery 1 adi;tuture-loving youngster, lives V)ih 1il~ UHCl~1 

PROI·'ES.SOR DENNING. The prof11ssor, absent-mindtd and interested in nothing ,ia~e lti) studies, 
is expecting a visit Jroni John Peters, an Arctic explorer who has disco9er2d a na·rwltal's 
horn. on which is tcritten in Runic WTiting the key to tremendous treastcre, in Greenland. 
7'he horn arrives, but not Peters. For Peters is dead-n,u.rdered by one o/ a gang of 
scou,~drel8 1 tile leader o/ which is 

BOSS JIAUNSELL. ;Yaunsell attenipts to capture the nartclial's ltorn, but ;3 frustr2ted, largely 
ort-ino to the acttvitie., o/ 

DANNY, tile professor's 1nfln-of•all-it~ork an<l an ex-pugilist. Tlie profe.~.sor deciphers the writing 
OJ! the horn, antl he a,id Eri,J and Danny trauel to Greenland. and st1rt out to, t1te Valley 
o/ llot Spririgs. They c1Jpture .. llaijllBell, who haB been trailing tlien1; he gives his nante as 
Jackso11. Passing th,oJLgli a tunnel in the. glaciers, they arrive !I~ tl~e rny,terlous valley. 
Tl,ey are captured by tlle Angekok, or ruler o/ the 1'alley, but he ,s k•lled by Jackson, wh? 
assumes hf, place of o/J1ce. Jackao11, turns traitor, and 11e causes the soldiers to ·mu.tiny. 
Eri11, Danny, and the pro/essor erect a barricade1 and a tterce battle ensues. 

(~"'ow read on.) f 

'--------------------------
• 
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subtcrra.nean fires, 
had always r·e • 
tai11e<l a ~mpera• 
ture of something 
ap1lroaching 90°. 

'11 fE NIGHT HAWK 
IS COMING! 

as if to tum. At 
that insta11t a 
mocl{ing ,roicc rang 
out: 

\\ras it fancy, or 
hucl it really grown 
cold ? T h c n h e 
caught a gruff 
,,:- 11 i s 1) e r f r o n1 
DannJ·, TI-·110 l1ad 
dral\-'"ll back to his 
si(le. 

'' Gett.inO' a bit 0 

chilly, ain't it, l\Ir. 
Eric ? It s cc n1 s 
almost as if son1e­
body' s f orgott.cn to 
stolie the stove." 

The ex-pugilist 
was still breatl1less 
and gasping from 
l1is titanic struggle, 
nnd ,'.'"et he shiverccl. .. 
Tl1c professor con-
tinue(! ta]h:ing : 

'' How lono- will 0 

you be deceiv·ed-
Jrou, '\\·}10 ,vere ap­
poi11ted G11ardians 
o f t h o \r a 11 c }. ? 
That is not the 
Angekok. 'fhese are 
the strangers uTho 
came from over tl1e 
seas. Unless we 
destroy them, ,, .. e 
are doomed. Has 
not that prophecy 
been handed do'\\n 
to u s f r o m o u r 
father's fathers ? '' 

Eric recognised 
the man. H-e "·as 
tl1e leader of t 110 

a m b u s l1 ,v h i c 11 
Imatuk l1atl set tcJ 
catch tl1e1n ns tl1e.v ... 
''"ere returning fro1n 
their first ex1)lora­
tion of tl1e , ... allcv·. 

" 

'' Because yo 11 

,v c r e m i s I c d b y 
l1im ,vhom Torma11• 
sulc has st.rt1cl{, I 
a.1n "~illi11g to forgi,Y'e 
,~ott. But let each 
ina.n drop the 
weapon he carries, 

A super-thrilling serial featuring your old pal, 
the Night Hawk, is due to commence sh~rtly. 
Watch out for full details In next week's issue. 

His "rords, per l1a ps 
empl1a.sised by tl1c 
fact that the terri• 
fled ci,~ilian 11opula• 

and then rett1r11 to his quarters. ,,·oe u11to 
those ,, .. ho lift their hands against the 
nnnointed of Torma.nsuk ! '' .. 

Eric ,ras glancing at the floor at l1is feet. 
Suddenly he ga,re a start, a11d nudged DannJ·. 

'' I-'ool{, Danny, something must ha,:re hap• 
w ,, 

pcned. That '\\·ater you spilt has frozen 
Even as he spoke, from outside came the 

patter of fur-clad feet, and a mt1rmur of ,Y"oiccs 
that grew louder and loucler. The professor 
paused abruptly in the middle of his oration. 
No,v they could disti11guish those cries, whicl1 

• ,vere growing nearer. 
'' Oh, Angckok, save us ! The gej·sers l1avc 

stopped, and the great cold is co111ing do"\"\-11 

upon us.'' 
'· Tl1is looks bad, ?\Ir. Eric. The guv'11or 

had }Jetter get busy tl1ro\\ring st.ones into that 
hot-"·ater supply, or '\\·c shall all be frozen.'' 

The People of the ,, allev "·ere ou tsidc the . .. 
door""ay no,v, cron·cl1ng among the g11ards. 
lt'or a n1oment tl1e prof es~or scen1ed taken 
aback. The11, pulling at his beard, he lifted 
his great voice again. 

'' This is tl1e punisl1ment for ~lour evil 
doing. Down ,vith )"Our weapons, and back 
to Jtour quarters less ,l .. orse befall )rou t '' 

A panic seemed to 8'\\'Ccp over the guards. 
One man actually dropped his spear and made 

t i o n ,ve re t 11 e r c 
'\\"a tchi11g tl1c1n, l1ftd an immedia.te effect upo11 
tl1e guards. ,v~'itl1 a sl1out they bunchecl 
togetl1er, and ,,~itl1 le,~el spears charged dow11 
upon tl1e three ,,·l1it~ men. 

'' Bit of exercise ,-rill keep me warn1, l\Ir. 
Eric ! '' Da11ny exclaimed, taking a fresh grip 
of l1is bn,ttle axe. '' N o,v, let's get at them ! > 

P11sl1ing the professor aside, lie once more 
faced the guards. Tur11ing aside the first spear 
tl1at '""as levelled at him 'l\ith his shield, l1e 
s,vung his battle axe and sent the man to tl1e 
grou11{l. Eric sprang to his side, feeling that 
this ,vas the end. Everything had been tried ; 
t.hey had met fo1·cc ,vith force; they had in• 
,~okcd t11e terrors of superstition; all a.like 
hacl failed-and now -U"a.s the end. 

'' Good-bye, Danny ! '' he called. '' ({ood-­
l)J"C, old friend--" 

He suddenly became a'\\,.are that the 
Daughter of tl1c Sun ,vas by his side. lie ,~·as 
about to tell lier to hide l1ersclf, to escape 
tl1rough the Temple if she could-for even at 
tl1at n1oment he realised ""hat would be her 
fa.to if t l1ey fell and she '\\"ere left alone a.nd 
defenceless-but the ,vords ,vere nev·cr 
uttered. 

Suddenl~,., amidst that ma.d confusion, there 
""as a sound like a ,,.ast explosion. Ile felt tl1e 
floor at his feet rock. He heard the cro""d 
screa.m in terror. The passage in front of him 



TH'8 NELSON LEE LIBRARY 43 

9eemed to s"ray. The glow of the 1nid11ight 
sun vanisl1ed abruptly. There was a shriek­
a, last mad cry f<)r help to Tor11111ansuk-and 
then their foes had broken and fled ! 

Cr11tai nr Terror 1 

E RIC and Danny looked at one anotl1er 
blankly. Where only a 111oment before 
the passage in front of them had been 
crowded ,vith shouting, ma.dd~ned, 

fighting men, no,v there was 11obody except 
the motionless forms ,vhicl1 lay on the ground. 
Where there had been pandemonium, there 
\\"as no,v a11 ominous silence, save for the 
screams of the fleeing multitude, which grew 
fainter and fainter. 

And then upo11 tl1eir ears there broke a 
noise like the steady falling of "·ery heavy rain. 
The professor turned to them. . 

,;, \\re 1nust get out of this-quickly. Some­
tlii11g's l1appened. The temperature has fallen 
dangerously. ,ve must try and escape "·hile 
,vc can.'' He glanced at the Daughter of tl1e 
S11n. '' Find those other girls, and tell them to 
C•)me a.long at once." 

'' They l1ave fled long• ago, oh Tulu'\\it ! 
There is 11one save n1e left. And no"r Tor-
111ansuk is fulfilling the doom.'' 

The professor frowned. 
·' Stuff a.nd nonsense, my girl ! '' he f$aid 

irritably in English . '" Eric, find some furs for 
tl1at child. She's quite inadequately clad, a.nd 
after ,t·hat's l1a.ppened ''"o can't possiblJ' lea,~e 
lier bel1ind 11s. Hurry ! '' 

~laking l1is '\\·ay o,.,.er the obstructions and 
gaining tho roon1 where he had slept, Eric 
returned ·presently with an armful of furs. 
In these lie hastily wrapped the girl, who was 
shiveri11g ,,it-h tlte cold. 

, .. It's all right ! '' he whispered encoura.g­
ingly. '' \Ve'll take you with us.', 

Danny appeared at that moment., carrying 
a big fur sack. · 

..... ' ,, '' ... .\.ll correct, guv nor. 
The professor appeared to hesitate. At the 

same instant the floor beneath their feet 
heaved violently. There wa,s a roar of tumbling 
111asonry. Danny grabbed his employer's 
a.rm. 

'· Beat it, guv'nor ! The wholeba~ of tricks 
iA coining tun1bling over our heads ! ' 

The professor "Trenched l1imself free. 
"' I can't lea ,~e that unfortunate man ! '' lie 

~xclain1cd. " It may be a "\\"eakness on n1y 
pa.rt, but I can't bear to think of any human 
being, 110\\"e, .. er ,vicked and degraded, being 
left to Sl1ch a fate.'' 

In spite of all Da.nny's efforts to restrain 
hi1n, he darted do,,,1 the passage and returnell 
p~c,:;ently, ca.rrJ·ing Jackson's limp fig~e over 
111s shoulder. . 

The '\\"Phole b11il(ling no,v· \\"as sl1a.king like a 
tree i11 a hea ,-\ .. ~a.le. Eric put his ar1n round 

t.l1c Daughter of the Sun a 
ward down the passage. 
tl1e rear, made his exit jus 
n1a.sonry fell wit.h a crash 
hi1n. 

I 
I • he1' ior--1, 

... ..: · .,, -. 
• 

• • ringing up 
at l1lock of 
oor behind 

. But if t.he 8Ce11e they l1ad just left "·as 
terrifyingt tl1at in . ,vhich they now found 
themEelves was even more dreadft1l. Some­
thing was hap1le11i11g to that strange valley 
set in the heart of the Greenlancl liountains. 
It was as if outragecl Natl1.re, indignant at the 
immunity "\\"hich ha.d been granted to that 
fa,roured spot for so long, ,,·as 110,v taking lier 
reve11ge. _ 

All abo11t them \\Tas failing a fi11e sl10"-er of 
l101i ashes. The ground beneatl1 t}1eir feet ,vas 
like a boat rocking on a stor111y sea. The 
P)Tramid temple, shaken at its }Jase, "ra~ dis­
solving before their eyes in tl1undero11s era.shes 
of mascJnry. · From so1newhere in the centre of 
tJ1e valley came a lurid, leaping flan1e. 

'~ The tunnel ! '' the profcss<)r sl1ol1ted. 
'' ,,re must get t.~er~ before tl1at gil·es ,, .. ay. 
H 11n·y ! '' . 

\Vith ,Jackson still held in l1is arm~, lie 
staggered across the heaving ground, taki11g a 
course '\\"hicl1 kept t_hem clear of the dissol,~ing 
p~y·ra1nid. In ancJther mon1ent tl1ey ,,·ere in 
the open plain ancl heading south. 

G la11cing o,·er his s]1oulder, Eric sa ,v t(l l1is 
l1orror that where the 11ouses l1ad l)een tl1(\rt 
was no,v a great opening fron1 ,vhich sm,)ke 
and fla1ne '\\·ere being belched. The ,rolca110, 
so long extinct-so long bricll~d and bitted, so 
that the inhabitants of the , .. alley l1a(l been 
able to Ii ve there for hundrc.ds of ~years iri 
,, .. ar1nth and security-had · b.roke_11 loose at 
last. Unless they coulcl get through the tu111).cl 
in time, they ,vere tr~pped. 

Holding the girl's l1a.ndt Eric race(l ,,,.it]1 her 
across the grass. The cold no,v ,,·as intense. 
'l~he gc~y·sers must first have ceas€d pla~y·ii1g: he 
reflected, an(l those vents being closed,_ the 
\\'.'"ater, "Thich other""i~e ,vo11ld ha,rc escaped, 
had been turned into stea1n, and tl1e resultant 
pressure }1ad caused the cr11ption. N{l,v the 
Arctic cold was settling down. E, .. en ,vit.h tJ1e 
haste lie made, he w·as chilled to the ,·ery 
marro,,r. 

But tl1e tunnel ,vas still inta.ct. \\!itl1 tl1c 
girl, Eric ,vas the first to reach it, and 110 

shouted back the news to his t1ncle and Dantl)'• 
'' All O .. K., uncle ! ,, 
The professor came up panting. \\ritl1out a 

""Ord, Eric took from him Jackson's un · 
conscious figure, and swung it over hi~ o,,rn 
shoulc.ler. 

'' Thanks, my boy. No,v we 111t1:it 1na.ke 
,vl1at haste we can.'' 

They rushed desperately into the tunnel. 
\Vould they be able to esca.pc from the 
doo1ned valle~: ? 

(Don't niiss HRzt ·1reeli's c0Hcl1i,ling 
el1apters of 1I,is cntl11•alling sc1·i,1I. Grand 
nctc 1\·;ght Hatvk 1,m.,. eo,,ei,1r1 soon-f11ll 
details ne.rt flled11e.sfla11.) 



St. Frank's In The Lists I 
(Oa1i-tiriuccl j'ro1;i page 38.) 

'' IIurrah ,,, ·ycllccl lla11dfortl1, in a cracJ.~.ed 
l 1 i ~ ,g- Y o i c n . · · , · · · · · . 

·· .J u1111J; bo:yf3 !~~ sl1out("cf Kclsori Le(\, "ll1J 
,,·ith ,·ou·• 1

' • ., . 
'' Ancl 111al~c it s11;:11-.J).Y !" sa11g_ out Dorrie. 
!\e\'Cr .. ·Lcfore l1ac.l tl1e four l_.10\'~ ~lCtCll \\'itli 

s u <: h a 1 a c r i t )" . J {~ .. t1;a k i ll g fr cc f 1 ~ o I n t h ~ _1 n e n -
at-11r11_1s~\\·ho_ \Yt•rc 1.1aralJ·s(\cl into inactiYity 
lJ)" t b I S St art J 1 11 g C I C' Y O l O f) 111 C flt - ~ j r, l> P r \.'\;__ CJ O. 

lc_i!l)t _ u11ou t
1
he hor~es :1s t!:c)- ~\\"l'llt })y long 

1,efor~ the (xorhl:-inclers l1acl l'L'COYl'rL·tl frotu 
t11t),.ir co11f usio11. 

ft'..,~vas 1tl s11cetacular cscar;ci. 
l{ight ir1 frnr1t of· I~inc-r C~c{lric_."s t\\'CS tl10 r-. - ., 

rc5cuers liacl con1c i11to · tl1e arC'11a-J1all got 
fi\Ya~y ,vitl1 tl-1c~ four lJo,·s."•'.:()11t at tl1e fart11t._1 r 
end _qf ,.tl1c·· ·1is{s' 1l1e cZlvalcaclr chargetl, ~11cl 
111c_!1~n~-ii~~Ii1s·1,,~ho i1tte1111)tcd to sto1> tben1 
,vp~•'~ _O))l,gc~d- to ~<lotlge f o·r t bei r 1 i Yl':3. 

'.A\,~,l\r·· . ~tlit,,~ \\"('l)t · .. ,,. ru---d1 inu· ac·rOS3 the 
11i'cI1c_lo"\v·· la'i1J5-011 \YU 'rds t~\va ;c.ls t!ic O1)cn 
cou11try · · 

.... .. ... 
. 

C ~:~RIC, g11.n~hing his. tcC't}1 ~11~) foa111-
_ 111g at. the. ll!Ollt.h, ,va.s l1elrllc~s. . 1-10 

..,., ,vas . stagger('d~IJei1un1J).e{l. 1 .. hei~c · 
_ \Vas n? .. li~~it_ to __ j_he _,:da.1~_j11g of . t_h_('SO 

s.trnngers 1 · 1 liey can1e 111to the verv tot1r11a-
11~011f ,ir~ ... ~a c·1~telcss of· the ·cqn~(·•q-t1;11cc_s. . 

,_ .-.~-'? ~!j,.,, 11aAt, ,Jll,~· 11~1;, thrit · \Va~ ~.·'.-. 11arro,v 
sl1a\·c ! . par1ft.'CI _ I\1111:,pr, Hs, !1e cJt1nu. to 
N els:c:>"11 '-•Lee. '', .. hit I} k. g,oo(l l IP:'S \'Oll CJ 111°c ! '' . . . . . . . - ' .. 
:~· .'~~'.4:rc .J:'olt l>bys ~111 ·- rigfi.t !t;, ~ o~kcd Lc0, 
l1a 'f.Jt'.ff}ii~g l11s hea tl. ·. ·· 1

~· 

. ,1- ,-,~. -, . ... .... l l I . • ' .. ,-. \ .f·.f.e a ~ l'Jg 1t. 110\Y, Sir. 
.-·:~' N_Qi-)c' 'bf _ _'J·o ll } 1 U rt ? '' -· . · .. _ ~ _ 

...... '. ..... ..... -• •· ' , . . . 
::._~-' N~;:·-s'i~;·,·•;_, sni'd Kit)l)Cr. . ".-Ill~t 11~,v. clicl 

~~~i-~_!iJ~tiagc. it? T \)-ri1e1:c tl10 .. (1 __ i~·.kc11s did :}'OU 
s1Jr111g. fro111? ,,, c ·ll g1Yc11 tlj) nll l101Je.'' 

L. • • _ •- , ; •. • ,.,. 4 •.~~ • j 

-
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. 

THE· ''SPUR••. 
FRt: ~CH RACER·. ~==· •· · :-: Gua.ra.n teed'for ever 

5-5, a.~:~~} 
', £4-4-0 

Fra tne enamelled 
in various colou• .s 

Genuine Hutchin-
••. _ ! _ .. • _ ·;~ : ;· . - -· "' fori Red Cord Tyre~ 
:l.l.11.:.os.1~. 5/: a.nd 12 1nonthJy· rin.vrncnts of 5/4. 

G~~~~_Q§E & CO., 8, New Brid~e St., London. E.C.1. 
.-

.. ,_. BE--~ ~TALL Your he1gtlt tncrcascd in 14 ria\"8 
. ·t. or moneJ l.Jnck An1az1ng Cours£> -

51-. Send STAMP NOW for Free Book.--STEBBING 
SYSTEM .. 28. Dean Road. LONDON N.W.2 . 
r ------Blushing Sbyncss. ··Nerves.· Self-conscionsr;-ss 

__ _. rur:ed or .money baclr I ConJi;l~tc 
Treatment 61-r dctn1ls • ..str1k1ng tcsti1nonials· ft're~ -
L.A..STEBBING, 28, Dean Rd., LONl)ON.N.W.2 

300 STAMPS for 6d (A.broad· l.'-) lnclnd 
. • ing A irp(,~t. Barhados 

Old I11dia~ ... N~er1~ New _South \Vale's. Gold Coast, etc - · 
.W:• A. VJ .nITE,3u,En·g1ne Lane,LYE,Stourbridge 

• 

r l ~] l c· y g a 110 r> e cl n n l :. : l: ; l a 1 t }10 ll g} l t I 1 (' (' :l Val .. 
c:tdc~ C'neoPnf·erP(l (~ot.blau{l solcJicr3 nl1uost 
c-011tinl-1ou~l.y. non(~ att(•1t1})Ll'cl _ .. to ,·stor• thenl. 
],'ur the C~otlfb111dc 1rs IJ(•lieYcll~ur1til it· ,~·as 
too late-that tl1l1 ~ea 1r::_,z-i ,rerc of tl1cir O\\ll 

Ld noel. 
.. ,,·c ad\·ancc<.l in tl,c t"11ks, l101>i11g to gc·t 

r 1 g- Ii t- ! hr o ugh to ·. · Dun;,. ta 11 P, " t· x l ,1 a i 11 <·cl 
l\('!~on Lee.· ,,·rJ.e1t \Y:" l1nc.1 a ··1)i0c6 of re.al 
lt1('k. \\?c 111et tl1t' rc,~tl f'aYalcade of 1~11ight~ 
f r o 1 11 t h c t o \ r 11 l) f J II a . \ \ · t, 11 . t o c· u t i t s ho rt ,, 
\\'(' lh)Urtc:·d i111on thc·in. c~1-1.,tur('·c1 tl1(•111 ~tl!tl 
lJ () r r o \ r cc I t h e i l' a r IT1 o i. l ~ • • ,. 

' ' I 5 a y· , t h n t , \ -a ~ ~ t . 1 ) r 111 i d 11 t l! 1 o Y e, 
guv-r1or," sai-·l Ki1,r,(•r adri1iringl_y. 

'' It l -f ' · 1- . t J • ' ·,, .. \Yi.lS :l C1:ntlC-e cir·n..;-alll- \YP 00~ ll_. 

rC'I)liccl Lee. '' 13~- c1,nnging }llac-l•~ \YC' \\ ere 
e11a b! vtl to ri clc right th rougl1 D,:r1~t a 11(J 

\Yithout cxcitiug stt~Jlicic11. 111· fac-t. \Ye \\·ere 
P~ec>rtc(l to tl1e a re1za, a11cl it \Y_as 01JJJ· the 
fact thnt ,,·c k.c;r,t our Yi~ors closPcl tl,.at sa,v 
11~ ~afel_,~ through. 'l'l1~111k llea ,·r11 · ,Ye \\"L·r~ 

i 11 t j l !I e !'' -.... - ,- ·-
- . ,,T h cl n. t b e y a r r i Y (" l i r1 Ix,,· C' 11 t l 1 c r P , , · n s 

gr{'at. rejoici11g. . 'l'l1c• , rc·r1-1r11 · ,ra~ a, 
t r i 11 1t 1 J • l 1 n 11 ( o r-i C' , - H 11 ( l t l 1 c · I 1 r i 11 c r· ~ s l\ I c, r c i a 
r,r:aj·ecl ,,-·i"t!;-~tl1ri11kfuln0ss. l~ii1g· l;cclric bd(l 

.failPc) again! _ l)t. si•ite of-~11is l1ordc·s of 
solcl1Pr·~-- .rt lie Nort l1c·~t ria11s \YC'l'L' ~till 
,. i Ct Or i O ~ l S l -' 

• ,t - • ' 

I t \Y n ~ a n O t 1 l f' I' y i ( I [ i' \" f Or t 1-. C D (." I i y r r ('rs . _ _.. ·-

fro :11 1~ PY o 11 ,_I . t I I c (_: r c :1 t I c C' ! .. 

TIIE E:-;l>. 

-- ....... -~ ~ -.,I' 
r 

c~1,,oil1r1· eo1•l~i,1g .S~OJ'Y. _ill .. t,,is ·,~l(lf/Jii• 
. . . 

ficettl_ ,sr:l•!J.O..!b.oq-~tl!~,~-~t,~:•--e 1 ~~-)•i,·s . ,1r~;r1 
,eeel~, el1111t·1s •. E,itiflctl.: . ''~ T.l1e . J ... ,,tle11 of 

. . . ~ - -
Fear 1 '' E;rtr,,-·to11f1-t1111l · exti--a-1111 .. illiny. 

• 

0>'fle, .. ,ioatr copy -l\"70iJ-·.) · ·-~~ · 
,,. ·).... ..~ 
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